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News in brief

‘Most wanted’ millionaire 

LOS ANGELES: A British-born millionaire who went on
the run for more than four years has been arrested in
Mexico and extradited to the US to face trial for the
murder of his wife at their California home. Peter
Chadwick, a 55-year-old naturalized American citizen,
was located near Mexico City thanks to a tip after
authorities offered a $100,000 reward, police said at a
press conference Tuesday. “Today is sweet. We appre-
hended a fugitive on America’s Most Wanted List,”
Orange County district attorney Todd Spitzer said,
adding: “Let’s not forget it’s bitter - there’s a victim, a
loving wife of 21 years, a mother of three kids.” In 2012,
Chadwick had called police and claimed that a handy-
man had killed his wife Quee Choo Lim before taking
him hostage.  — AFP 

Two Iran Guards killed 

DUBAI: Two members of Iran’s elite Revolutionary
Guards have been killed in clashes with militants in a
northwestern region near the border with Turkey, Iranian
state television reported yesterday. “The governor of
Maku said two Guards were martyred in a clash with
terrorists while defending the fatherland,” the television
reported. It gave no further details. There are frequent
clashes in western Iran between the Islamic Republic’s
security forces and Iranian Kurdish militant groups
mostly based in neighbouring Iraq, including the Party of
Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK), accused by Tehran of
links to Kurdish PKK insurgents in Turkey. — Reuters

‘Elder care’ trafficking ring

MADRID: Police said yesterday they have broken up a
family-run human trafficking ring that smuggled
Nicaraguan women into Spain where they were forced
to care for old people. All seven members of the gang,
including two sisters, were arrested during raids in
Madrid and the northeastern regions of La Rioja and
Huesca, the Civil Guard police force said in a statement.
They all belonged to the same Nicaraguan family. One
of the ring leaders, a 48-year-old woman, was arrested
at the capital’s airport as she arrived with three “victims
from Nicaragua who were going to be exploited,” the
statement added. Police suspect that 50 women were
brought from Nicaragua to Spain since 2016 and forced
to hand over virtually all of the money they earned by
looking after the elderly or seriously ill. — AFP 

IS bomb kills 5 in Syria

AL-QAHTANIYA: A car bombing claimed by the
Islamic State group killed five people, including three
children, in a Kurdish-held town in northeast Syria yes-
terday, a war monitor said. The explosive-rigged vehicle
detonated in Al-Qahtaniya, a town in Hasakeh province,
said the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a
Britain-based monitor. Hoker Arafat, a security official,
said the bomb was detonated remotely in front of the
town post office. “Three children were killed in the
bombing because it was very close to a primary school,”
he said. A member of the local security forces was
wounded in the attack, he added. State news agency
SANA also reported the bombing, saying it killed sever-
al people, including children. IS claimed the attack on its
Telegram channel. — AFP 

Double suicide attack kills 3 

KANO: Two female suicide bombers killed three civil-
ians and wounded eight in a suspected Boko Haram
attack in northeast Nigeria, emergency services said
yesterday. The twin blasts tore through a crowd late
Tuesday in the town of Mafa, some 50 kilometers from
regional capital Maiduguri. “The female bombers killed
three people and wounded eight others,” Bello Danbatta,
head of security for the State Emergency Management
Agency (SEMA) in Borno state said. The assailants
entered the town among a group of local women who
had gone to fetch firewood for cooking, Danbatta said.
Local district spokesman Adamu Mohammed, who gave
the same toll, said the bombers waited until around
8:30pm before launching their attack. — AFP

NIAMEY: In the desert landscape of southeastern Niger, a
radical Islamist insurgency has claimed hundreds of lives,
fractured families and ravaged communities, fearful of the
next Boko Haram attack. Strategically located in the Lake
Chad basin in the middle of the Sahel, the Diffa region’s
borders are crisscrossed by militant groups and traffickers
competing for money and influence. The threat of sexual
violence and killings has prompted tens of thousands to
leave their homes. And hostage taking by armed groups -
often targeting girls for rape, enslavement or ransom - has
soared.

On average, nearly one person a day has been kid-
napped this year, according to the UN, often by the
Islamist extremist group Boko Haram. A total of 179 people
have been captured so far in 2019, many of them young
women and girls. “Whether you’re a farmer or trader, no
one is safe from kidnapping,” said Diffa city resident
Lawan Boukar. The disappearances often occur at night in
villages along the Komadougou Yobe river, the natural
border between Niger and Nigeria.

“These kidnappings are worrying a large proportion of
the population and the authorities,” said Bako Mamadou,
mayor of Bosso, a town which has been attacked several
times since February 2015. Mamadou said some women
and girls are raped and “permanently detained” by their
captors. Ransoms are usually paid in Nigeria’s naira cur-
rency, he said, and can exceed one million CFA francs
(1,500 euros) - a huge amount for most in the impover-
ished, arid nation on the edge of the Sahara.

Hardline ‘Islamic State’ 
Boko Haram, loosely translated as “Western education

is banned”, wants to create a hardline Islamic state. The

group has fought a decade-long uprising and promotes a
version of Islam that forbids Muslims from taking part in
political or social activity associated with the West.

A regional military coalition is battling the group, but at
least 27,000 people have been killed in Nigeria alone. In
recent years the group has splintered into competing fac-
tions. In 2015, a faction of Boko Haram pledged allegiance
to Islamic State group leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. Diffa,
which borders the birthplace of Boko Haram in northeast-
ern Nigeria, has suffered a string of cross-border raids
and population displacement.

In March at least 25 people were killed in a series of
attacks in the region, according to an AFP tally, as well as
nine soldiers. The next month, in the regional capital, also
called Diffa, suspected Boko Haram militants launched an
attack on the central police barracks, killing officers and
taking hostages before eventually blowing themselves up.
In June, a would-be suicide bomber with a submachine
gun was arrested outside a church in Diffa city, while four
other would-be bombers were killed elsewhere.

Kidnapped for ransom 
Boko Haram is well aware of the terror it reaps by kid-

nappings, particularly following the 2014 abduction of
almost 300 Nigerian schoolgirls in the town of Chibok,
Borno state which received global media attention.
“Parents are fleeing to put their girls in a safe place,” said
Madou Adam, a resident of Gueskerou, on the Niger-
Nigeria border. Some kidnapped boys are enlisted as
combatants while women are forced to marry or are used
for “suicide bombings,” he said.

In June last year, three suicide bombers killed at least
six people in separate attacks in Diffa city - two of the

attackers were girls, according to the interior ministry.
“We have managed to weaken Boko Haram with military
actions but also security measures,” a Niger minister, who

wished to remain anonymous said. He insisted that the
group now has “less money” due to a crackdown on rack-
eteering and forced taxes.  — AFP

Kidnappings soar amid Boko 
Haram insurgency in Niger 

Islamist insurgency claims hundreds of lives, ravaged communities

Twitter reveals 
unauthorized 
data use
PARIS: The social network Twitter said overnight that
user’s personal data had been used for advertising pur-
poses, without their consent and despite dedicated set-
tings to counteract such events. A Twitter statement said
the fault was corrected Monday and that an investigation
was being conducted to determine how many people had
been affected, while advising users to verify their data

sharing settings. The situation involved two cases, the
first one arising if users clicked or viewed an advertise-
ment for a mobile application and then interacted with it
since May 2018. “In that case, we may have shared cer-
tain data (e.g., country code, if you engaged with the ad
and when, information about the ad, etc) with trusted
measurement and advertising partners, even if you didn’t
give us permission to do so,” the statement said. The sec-
ond case involved Twitter showing people ads “based on
inferences we made about the devices you use, even if
you did not give us permission to do so,” it added. In that
case, data was not used outside the company and did not
contain personal information such as passwords or e-
mail accounts, according to Twitter.

Twitter apologized for not respecting users’ choices,
and insisted that it was “taking steps to make sure we

don’t make a mistake like this again.” “What is there for
you to do? Aside from checking your settings, we don’t
believe there is anything for you to do,” the statement
said. It provided a link to a form that allows users to con-
tact its office of data protection for more information.
The problems arose after Europe’s General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) took effect in May 2018.

The GDPR binds social media platforms and websites
to ensuring they have user’s explicit consent to collect
personal data for advertising purposes or on behalf of
third-party enterprises.  It also obliges companies that
have been a victim of personal data loss to alert compe-
tent authorities in the country where their European
headquarters are located, in this case Ireland, within 48
hours of their discovery, and the people affected as soon
as possible. — AFP 

How likely are 
Turks to attack 
northeast Syria?
BEIRUT: After 18 months of threats,
Turkey’s president has warned that his
troops could attack Kurdish-held areas of
northeast Syria “very soon”. Why would
Turkey lead such a cross-border incursion,
what do Syria’s Kurds want, and how is the
United States - an ally of both sides - try-
ing to ease tensions?

Why the Turkish threats?
While Syria’s Kurds have largely stayed

out of their country’s eight-year war, they
have set up their own institutions in a semi-
autonomous region in its northeast. Across
the border, Turkey has eyed this push for
increased independence with suspicion,
regarding Kurdish fighters there as “terror-
ists”. Ankara views the Kurdish People’s
Protection Units (YPG) as an offshoot of
the Kurdish PKK, which has fought an
insurgency inside Turkey for the past 35
years.

To keep any Kurdish expansion in
check, Turkey has launched two campaigns
in Syria since 2016. Last year it seized the
key Kurdish enclave of Afrin after months
of deadly bombardment. On Tuesday,
Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said his country had “the right to eliminate
all threats against its national security”.
“God willing, we will carry the process
(already started) to the next stage very
soon,” he said.

On Sunday, he expressed frustration
with stalling US-Turkish talks in Ankara
that aim to prevent a Turkish offensive by

setting up a buffer zone along its southern
border. Turkey would like such a “security
zone” to run 30 kilometers wide inside
Syria and to be controlled by Turkish
troops.

What do the Kurds want?
Across the frontier, the Kurds initially

rejected any Turkish presence in a buffer
zone inside Syria, demanding international
monitors instead. But on Monday, a top
political official in the Kurdish region said
they were prepared to be flexible. Aldar
Khalil told AFP they had agreed to a buffer
zone of around five kilometres wide, but
Turkey rejected the proposal. “It wants to
control the area all on its own,” he said.

He also said the Kurds had been asking
to take part in “safe zone” talks between
Washington and Ankara, but that the latter
had refused. Syrian Kurdish forces have
played a key role in the US-backed fight
against the Islamic State group. YPG-led
forces ousted the extremists from the last
scrap of their “caliphate” in March. Today,
they hold thousands of suspected jihadists
in jail, as well as alleged IS family members
in overcrowded camps.

A Turkish offensive “would make guard-
ing the jails and camps difficult,” Khalil
warned. Urgently needing support, the
Kurds have opened channels with the
Russia-backed regime of President Bashar
Al-Assad. “The conversation is ongoing”
with the Kurds hoping to “negotiate a cer-
tain formula for these areas”, Khalil said.
“But Damascus has not yet decided any-
thing or made its true position clear
despite the urgency of the situation,” he
added. If diplomacy failed, he said, Kurdish
forces would have no choice but to “resist”
the Turks.

Can the US save the day?
The United States - both a NATO ally

of Turkey and backer of the Kurds - is
stuck in the middle. Despite Kurdish fears,
on Monday the Pentagon insisted any uni-
lateral offensive by Turkey would be
“unacceptable”. But finding an arrange-
ment that will suit both sides is a tricky
task, analysts say. Nicholas Danforth, a fel-
low at the German Marshall Fund, said the
Americans and the Turks had different
goals. “US safe zone proposals have
focused on the narrow goal of keeping
Turkey’s border safe,” he said.

But “Turkey envisions something like
Afrin”, which it now totally controls with its
Syrian rebel proxies. Ankara’s latest threats
come amid signs of growing hostility
towards the Syrian refugee population in
Turkey, the largest in the world at 3.6 mil-
lion. Fellow analyst Nicholas Heras said

Erdogan also aims to “relieve domestic
political pressure on himself by resettling
tens of thousands of Syrian refugees back
inside Syria”.

Faced with Ankara’s demands, the
United States would likely seek a compro-
mise in joint patrols, including both Turkey
and the anti-IS coalition, said Heras, from
the Center for a New American Security.
“If they give Erdogan the ‘win’ of forcing a
Turkish military presence in some areas...
in chaperoned patrols with the US and
perhaps French forces, then the threat of
further Turkish military action can be
averted,” he said. But Washington is not
asking the YPG-led Syrian Democratic
Forces if they will accept a Turkish military
presence, he added. “It is telling the SDF
this is a fait accompli.” — AFP 

Artificial ‘tongue’ 
can distinguish 
between whiskies
LONDON: Scientists revealed Tuesday they have come
up with an artificial “tongue” which can distinguish sub-
tle differences between whiskies. Experts at the
University of Glasgow have built the miniature taster
which can even tell the difference between the same
brand aged in different barrels, with more than 99 per-
cent accuracy.

It can also distinguish between whiskies aged 12, 15
and 18 years. The technology can identify a host of dif-
ferent chemicals within a complex mixture. It could be
used not only for quality control but also to combat the
booming counterfeit alcohol trade: the method found
several hugely expensive bottles of whisky to be fake.
“We call this an artificial tongue because it acts similarly
to a human tongue,” said Alasdair Clark, of the
University of Glasgow’s School of Engineering.

“Like us, it can’t identify the individual chemicals

which make coffee taste different to apple juice but it
can easily tell the difference between these complex
chemical mixtures.” Whisky is poured over a chequer-
board pattern of tiny pieces of gold and aluminum-
which act as “tastebuds”-and researchers then meas-
ure how they absorb light while submerged. Slight
changes of color in the gold and aluminum pieces are
measured to build up a statistical profile for each of the
samples tested.

“In addition to its obvious potential for use in identi-
fying counterfeit alcohols, it could be used in food safe-
ty testing, quality control, security-really any area
where a portable, reusable method of tasting would be
useful.” The valuation and consultancy service Rare
Whisky 101 found last year in laboratory tests that of 55
“rare” Scotch whiskies bought on the secondary market,
21 were discovered to be fake. The 21 bottles collectively
could have been valued at around £635,000 ($775,000,
692,000 euros), had they been genuine.

Annabel Meikle, director of the Keepers of the
Quaich, a society of whisky experts, said the industry
would welcome the technology. “We really, as an indus-
try, would welcome something which would help to
stamp out the counterfeit whisky,” she told BBC radio. “I
don’t think the master blenders are going to be quaking
in their boots but really quite grateful.” Meikle said she

could identify counterfeit whisky by taste but the tech-
nology could be used to replace some of the vast
amount of routine human taste checking. — AFP 

TADIF: Turkish-backed Syrian fighters cross between buildings in Tadef, near the city of Al-
Bab, in the eastern countryside of Aleppo province. — AFP 

GLASGOW: Photo shows Lecturer in Biomedical
Engineering Alasdair Clark holding a scaled-up version of
the materials which make up an artificial ‘tongue’.  — AFP 

BAGA: A vehicle allegedly belonging to the Islamic State group in West Africa (ISWAP) is seen in Baga. — AFP 


