
LAUSANNE: Swiss prosecutors said yesterday they
had charged three former German Football Association
(DFB) officials, including ex-president Theo Zwanziger,
with fraud relating to the 2006 World Cup. 

In a statement the attorney general’s office said the
accused “are alleged to have fraudulently misled the
members of a supervisory body of the DFB organising
committee for the 2006 World Cup in Germany” in
April 2005 about the true purpose of a payment of
around 6.7 million euros. 

Hors Schmidt, former secretary of the German foot-
ball federation, has also been charged with fraud-along
with the Swiss Urs Linsi, secretary general of FIFA
from June 1999 to June 2007.

Wolfgang Niersbach, who was a member of the
2006 bid committee and vice-president of the
organising committee, has been charged with com-
plicity in fraud.

Charges of money-laundering were dismissed in
July. All four have denied the claims. “This whole Swiss
campaign is wretched, malicious and will completely
fail, because I have nothing to reproach myself for,”
Zwanziger told AFP subsidiary SID.

“These incompetent investigators are banging their
heads against a brick wall, and the wall will always win.
The whole thing has long been a judiciary scandal and
there has been no truly reproachable behaviour on the
part of the accused.”

Niersbach said the accused only found out through
the media that they had been charged and described
the investigation as ‘unspeakable.’

“The accusations made will prove to be completely
unfounded,” he added.

Proceedings against Franz Beckenbauer, a football
legend in Germany, also implicated in the investigation,
have been set apart because of the 1974 World Cup
winning captain’s ill health. 

The attorney general’s statement said that
Beckenbauer “is unable for health reasons to partici-
pate or to be questioned in the main hearing in the
Federal Criminal Court (FCC).”

The German weekly Der Spiegel said recently that
Beckenbauer’s health had significantly deteriorated
since April and the stress of a court hearing could
endanger his life

The announcement of charges comes at the end of
an investigation which opened in November 2015 into
a payment of 6.7 million euros made in 2005 by the
DFB to Robert Louis-Dreyfus, former head of Adidas,
a partner of the DFB.

Der Spiegel broke the story in late October 2015
when it claimed that Germany used a secret fund of 10
million Swiss francs (6.7 million euros at the time) to
buy votes in the bid to stage the 2006 World Cup.

“This sum was used to fund various payments made
via a Swiss law firm to a Qatari company belonging to
Mohammed Bin Hammam,” the statement said.

At the time, Bin Hammam was a member of the FIFA
Executive Committee and the FIFA Finance
Committee. 

In May 2018, Zwanziger was charged along with
other former German football officials for “aggravated

tax fraud” in the case. 
But the procedure was abandoned five months later,

for lack of evidence. However, the prosecution have
since appealed the decision.

In a statement yesterday, the DFB said that the
abandonment of  proceedings in Germany last
October had confirmed its conviction that the 6.7
million euro payment had been made in accordance

with German tax law.
The association nonetheless said that it would

appear as a plaintiff in the Swiss proceedings against
Zwanziger, Schmidt, Linsi and Niersbach.

“If the DFB has suffered asset damage as a result of
the actions of the accused then it is legally obliged to
verify and exercise its right to compensation,” the
statement said. — AFP

Wayne Rooney
holds talks with
Derby over
English return
LONDON: Wayne Rooney could be on his
way to Championship side Derby after own-
er Mel Morris confirmed yesterday that the
club were attempting to finalise a move for
the former England captain.

The 33-year-old has been linked with a
player-coach role at Pride Park, where his
former England teammate Frank Lampard
was given his first opportunity in manage-
ment last year.

He is under contract at MLS side DC
United until the end of the 2021 season but
reports suggest his wife Coleen is homesick
and has returned to Britain with their chil-
dren. Reports of Derby’s interest in the for-
mer Manchester United star emerged shortly
before the side, under new boss Phillip Cocu,
opened their Championship campaign with a
2-1 victory at Huddersfield on Monday.

“It’s literally only been a couple of days in
the offing,” Derby owner Mel Morris told
Talksport. “The starting point was that we
understood he (Rooney) was keen to return
to the UK and we decided to see if we could
do something off the back of that.

“It’s never done until it’s done and obvi-
ously we are very focused and keen to get
this over the line.” Premier League side
Burnley and second-tier West Brom have
also reportedly declared an interest in
Rooney, who is the record goalscorer for
England and United.

Rooney has engineered an upturn in DC
United’s fortunes since he arrived from
Everton and teammate Steve Birnbaum said

he had had a major impact. “He’s changed
everything, he’s changed the culture of the
club,” Birnbaum told the Daily Telegraph.   

“The work ethic he puts in during practice
and you guys see it in the games. We have
this sort of confidence or swag going into
games because of him.” Rooney gave short
shrift to questions about his future last week. 

“Is that what was in the media? That my
wife has got her own way?” he told AFP.
“Those reports are a bit far-fetched. I’m con-
centrating on playing for DC United and try-
ing to get them into the playoffs. I haven’t

thought about anything beyond that.”
Rooney has made no secret of his desire

to move into coaching following contempo-
ries including Ryan Giggs, John Terry, Steven
Gerrard and Phil Neville. “Coaching is some-
thing which I have thought about for a long
time,” Rooney said.

“I’m in the process now of going through
my badges. It would be a shame for me to
finish playing and just walk away from the
game. “I have a desire to go into manage-
ment and hopefully the right opportunity
will come up.” — AFP
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DERBY: DC United midfielder and former England captain Wayne Rooney (R) and Derby
County’s Dutch manager Phillip Cocu shake hands during a press conference at Pride Park
Stadium in Derby yesterday. — AFP

Peerless Man
City hunt
Premier League
hat-trick
LONDON: Manchester City have quiet-
ly gone about their business in the close-
season in the knowledge they do not
need radical surgery after amassing 198
Premier League points in the last two
campaigns.

Champions City, who have dropped
only 30 points over that period of sus-
tained domestic dominance, were pushed
all the way by a hungry Liverpool last
season but held them off to win by a sin-
gle point in a thrilling climax.

WHAT TO EXPECT
Basically, more of the same-it is diffi-

cult to see any side other than Liverpool
preventing City from becoming the first
team to win a third straight Premier
League title since Manchester United
from 2006/07 to 2008/09. 

There are few weaknesses in City’s
balanced squad, which combines title-
winning nous with an enviable depth of
talent. The most significant departure
from the Etihad is that of Belgian defend-
er Vincent Kompany, who has moved to
Anderlecht after 11 years of sterling serv-
ice, taking with him his valuable leader-
ship skills.

Defensive midfielder Rodri, 23, has
joined from Atletico Madrid for a club-
record fee and Pep Guardiola will have a
virtual new signing in Kevin De Bruyne,
who spent so much of the last campaign
injured.

The question asked at the beginning of

last season was ‘where do you go after
winning the Premier League with 100
points’?

The driven Guardiola emphatically
answered that by winning the domestic
treble for the first time in English football
history.

City could switch their focus to win-
ning the Champions League for the first
time, but the manager might point to their
narrow quarter-final defeat by eventual
runners-up Tottenham as evidence his
team are not that far away from
European glory.

Guardiola, whose side beat Liverpool
on penalties in Sunday’s Community
Shield, the season’s traditional curtain-
raiser, is expecting Jurgen Klopp’s team
to be his main rivals again.

“There are two real contenders,
Liverpool and us, to win the Premier
League. (Manchester) United with
(Harry) Maguire and the other players
they bought, Arsenal, Chelsea and
Tottenham can be there,” he said.

NEW FACES
What do you buy the man who has

everything? 
The answer is a new defensive mid-

fielder who can give the club another
option alongside veteran Fernandinho,
who is 34.

Spanish international Rodri said the
chance to learn from Guardiola was a
vital factor in his decision to make a club-
record move to City from Atletico.

“For me it’s a great opportunity,” he
said. “It’s a great team with great players
in every area of the pitch. I think Pep is
the greatest coach in the world and that’s
what made me come.”

Rodri’s composed style on the ball at
the base of the midfield has earned com-
parisons with Barcelona and Spain mid-
fielder Sergio Busquets. — AFP

(COMBO) This combination of pictures created yesterday shows (from L clockwise) Wolfgang Niersbach, then
President of the German Football Federation (DFB), as he gives a statement to announce his resignation (November
9, 2015 in Frankfurt am Main), ex-FIFA executive member Theo Zwanziger (February 2, 2016 at the district court in
Duesseldorf), then Chairman of the FIFA Ticketing Sub-Committee Horst Rudolf Schmidt (January 27, 2010 in
Johannesburg) and then FIFA Secretary General Urs Linsi (June 13, 2005 in Frankfurt am Main). — AFP

LONDON: Fuelled by the angst of narrow-
ly failing to win their first English title since
1990, Jurgen Klopp says Liverpool’s
Champions League triumph is already
ancient history as they prepare to lock
horns with Manchester City. 

AFP Sport looks at how Liverpool are
shaping up ahead of the title race, which
starts with their Premier League opener
against Norwich on Friday:

WHAT TO EXPECT
Liverpool were so relentless in their pur-

suit of Manchester City last season that
their 97-point tally would have won them
the Premier League title in every season
apart from the past two.

Jurgen Klopp’s side were beaten just
once in the league all season, but that loss-
against City at the Etihad Stadium in
January-proved costly in the final analysis
as the champions pipped Liverpool on the
last day.

Liverpool were unbowed by that painful
setback and just weeks later they beat
Tottenham 2-0 in the Champions League
final to finish their season with a flourish.

While European success has always been
in Liverpool’s DNA, Klopp and his players
are desperate to end their club’s t i t le
drought and that means finding a way to

knock treble winners City off their perch.
The battle lines were jokingly drawn

when Guardiola called Klopp to congratu-
late him in the immediate aftermath of the
Champions League victory.

“We promised each other that we will
kick each other’s butts again next season.
We will go for everything and see what we
get,” Klopp said.

And Sunday’s Community Shield penalty
shootout defeat against City-which saw
Liverpool hit back in the second half after
being outplayed in the first-showed the duel
for supremacy will be just as closely fought
this season.

NEW FACES
Having splashed out more than £230 mil-

lion ($280 million) in the previous three
transfer windows, Jurgen Klopp has opted
to steer clear of any more blockbuster
moves during the close season.

Sepp van den Berg, a 17-year-old Dutch
defender signed from Zwolle, and Harvey
Elliott, Fulham’s 16-year-old midfield prodi-
gy, have been added as Klopp focused on
keeping his current squad intact.

Liverpool have handed out new,
improved contracts to several of their stars,
while persuading Virgi l  van Dijk and
Mohamed Salah to remain committed to the

Anfield cause.
“This year is not the end of Liverpool

FC,” said Klopp. “Next year there will be
another transfer window. This team is really
good and we have invested a lot in it. Now
we have to work with that.”

Crucially, Klopp is hoping for full seasons
from England internationals Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain, Adam Lallana and Joe Gomez
after the injury-plagued trio made it
through pre-season intact.

KEY MAN
Scoring the crucial penalty that put

Liverpool on course for their sixth
European Cup would be enough to bestow
hero status on most players, but for
Mohamed Salah his ice-cool strike in last
season’s Champions League final against
Tottenham only kept his critics at bay.

The 27-year-old Egyptian finished as the
Premier League’s joint top-scorer last sea-
son, yet still endured accusations of selfish-
ness from some Liverpool fans who feel he
puts he is too willing to shoot when a pass
to a teammate would be the better option.

Battling the perception he endured a
sophomore slump at Anfield, Salah some-
times looked a frustrated figure without the
beaming smile that was the hallmark of his
first season on Merseyside.

But his 22 goals and eight assists in the
Premier League last season, coming on the
back of his incredible debut year for the
Reds-when he netted 44 times in all compe-
titions-underlined his development into a
genuine superstar. — AFP

Liverpool not sated by Euro glory
as title pain provides fresh fuel

Neymar rumors
lingers as PSG
aim to shatter
glass ceiling
PARIS: Interminable transfer rumours
surrounding Neymar continue to swirl
unabated as the new Ligue 1 season
kicks off this weekend with defending
champions Paris Saint-Germain launch-
ing their assault for a seventh title in
eight attempts.

Thomas Tuchel’s side began their
campaign by lifting the Champions
Trophy in Shenzhen, China, gaining a
modicum of revenge with a 2-1 victory
over Rennes, the team that shocked PSG
in last season’s French Cup final.

As Neymar served the last of a three-
match ban, incurred after a spat with a
fan following April’s shootout loss,
Kylian Mbappe pleaded with the
Brazilian to stay during their trip to the
Far East. 

“Everyone loves him and I love him so
much,” Mbappe said of Neymar, the
world’s most expensive player who has
been linked with a return to his former
club Barcelona. “I don’t want him to
leave the team, obviously. I want him to
stay. When you think about his situation

and then he plays very well and he co-
operates with the team you can see what
he means to us.”

The Brazilian suffered another injury-
plagued season, missing PSG’s embar-
rassing Champions League defeat by
Manchester United, as well as Brazil’s
triumphant Copa America campaign.

The 27-year-old has also been
embroiled in widely publicised rape alle-
gations, vehemently denied, which were
eventually dismissed by Brazilian police
for lack of evidence.  Amid Neymar’s
tumult Mbappe, who took the 2018
World Cup by storm, tormented Ligue 1
defences to the tune of 33 goals to
emerge as the club’s true poster boy.  

Mbappe moved to quell any doubts
over his own plans, having caused alarm
when he spoke of playing “elsewhere” at
the French league awards ceremony in
May. “I think it wasn’t the right place (to
say that),” the 20-year-old said while in
China. “I’d like to say sorry to the play-
ers who were there, because I spoiled
the party.”

Last season’s title race quickly turned
into a cakewalk for PSG, but after a
domestic treble in 2017/18 under Unai
Emery, his successor fell short in both
domestic cups.

Despite that disappointment the brief
for Tuchel a year on remains unchanged
with PSG desperately craving success in
Europe, after another calamitous exit. “It
hurts a lot, it hurts still that we did not
go through,” midfielder Julian Draxler
told AFP, five months on. — AFP


