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“This caused Americans to be trapped. They
thought Iran’s system is weakened,” he said. “They said,
‘One more push. Iran has reached a stage where if we
give it another push, everything will be over’.” This
push by “warmongers” deceived Trump and led to his
decision to leave the JCPOA, he said.

Rouhani said in any talks the Americans should be
ready to negotiate fairly. “Peace for peace and oil for
oil,” he said. “You cannot say that you won’t allow our
oil to be exported. Strait for strait. It cannot be that the
Strait of Hormuz is free for you and the Strait of
Gibraltar is not free for us.” Iran has also been locked in
a high-seas standoff with US ally Britain since Royal
Marines helped to seize a tanker carrying Iranian oil off
the British overseas territory of Gibraltar on July 4.

Weeks later, its Revolutionary Guards impounded a
British-flagged tanker in the Strait of Hormuz - the con-
duit for much of the world’s crude. Zarif has confirmed
reports he declined an offer from a US senator to meet

Trump at the White House last month despite the threat
of sanctions within two weeks. The US imposed its
sanctions against Zarif on Wednesday, targeting any
assets he has in America and squeezing his ability to
function as a globe-trotting diplomat.

Separately yesterday, Iran unveiled three precision-
guided missiles, with the defense minister saying they show
the country is ready to defend itself in the face of US
“viciousness and conspiracies”. The new line-up of air-to-
air missiles dubbed the “Yasin”, “Balaban” and a new series
of the “Ghaem” were developed jointly by the ministry and
Sa Iran, also known as Iran Electronics Industries.

Defense Minister Brigadier-General Amir Hatami
hailed their launch as “another significant achievement
of power and dignity for the Islamic Republic of Iran”.
“It shows that despite the viciousness and conspiracies
of the Great Satan America and its mercenaries, the
defense ministry will not hesitate for a moment to
defend the Islamic republic and to expand security,” he
said, quoted by Fars news agency.

The Yasin was a smart, guided missile with folding
wings that can be fired from a range of 50 km of its tar-
get from manned or unmanned aircraft, Fars reported.
The Balaban was guided by GPS and sensors, equipped
with folding wings and could be mounted under air-
craft, while the Ghaem was a heat-seeking missile that
could hit within 50 cm of a target. —  AFP 

Iran ‘favors’ talks
with US, but...

Continued from Page 1

Visitors to the tiny Mediterranean nation have been
welcomed off flights by unpleasant odors drifting over
the airport. In June, Lebanon’s environment ministry
said it had asked an expert to look into the matter and
help neutralize the smells. Lebanese-French agronomy
engineer Aime Menassa determined causes of the
stench to include household waste, “badly stabilized
compost”, and sewage. His report unleashed a wave of
sarcasm online over a perceived outsider stating the
obvious. “Isn’t there a Lebanese who can smell it?” one
person asked on Twitter.

Beyond being unpleasant, the smells also present
potential health hazards. This winter, researchers at the
American University of Beirut measured the rate of
hydrogen sulphide, a smelly gas produced by landfills,
in the air in Bourj Hammoud. Michele Citton, a waste
and water expert at AUB, said the levels of the gas -
which has been correlated with possible negative health
effects - were higher than expected.

A 2018 study in northern China found children liv-
ing near a landfill were more likely to have deficient
immunity and impaired lung function, the latter
strongly related to hydrogen sulphide. But odor sup-
pression is not a sustainable solution, Citton said.
“What these smells are saying to the world and to the
community in Beirut is basically that there is a deep
need to find alternative methods to solid waste man-

agement in Lebanon.” Multi-confessional Lebanon has
been rocked by political crises in recent years, espe-
cially since the 2011 outbreak of war in neighboring
Syria. In 2015, a landfill closure caused trash to pile up
in the streets, sparking protests against political lead-
ers, including under the cry “You Stink”. The demon-
strations have since died down, but mistrust in the rul-
ing class - that includes former warlords during the
1975-1990 civil conflict - still runs high.

Menassa insists his offer to treat the smell is only
meant to be a temporary solution. Under his plan, a
“biodegradable” solution would be sprayed onto the
surface or spread through mist into the air at three sites
across the capital, he said. Transforming smelly gas into
minerals, the solution would clean garbage trucks trav-
elling in and out of two sorting stations, and lessen the
stench from the composting site near Bourj Hammoud.

But “the idea is not to mist forever”, he said, of the
odor-tackling practice that needs to be maintained
24/7 to be effective. “The solution is selective rubbish
collection... to avoid having to have to bury these huge
volumes in the final landfill.” Experts say half of
Lebanon’s waste is organic, and could be better com-
posted if separated out from recyclables at the house-
hold level. Environment Minister Fady Jreissati, who
came into office in January, says only eight percent of
Lebanon’s rubbish is recycled. 

His plan for the next two years includes trying to
encourage better rubbish sorting, and building a new
composting plant near the airport by next spring, he
told July’s edition of economic magazine Le Commerce
du Levant. He also said a “credible option” would be to
widen the Bourj Hammoud landfill - but that would
mean destroying an adjacent fishing port. — AFP 
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Double-digit inflation, a depreciating rupee, and a range
of new taxes in Pakistan this year have translated into much
higher prices for animals this Eid. “(The farmers) are
demanding exorbitant prices for cattle, almost double to that

of last year,” says Syed Zeeshan. “Last year I bought an ani-
mal for 100,000 rupees (about $625), but I will have to pay
12,000 more rupees ($75) for a smaller one,” complains
another customer Mohammad Imran, a small business owner.

Despite the rise in prices, about 80,000 cows have
already been sold at a single market in northern Karachi,
according to administrator Zaki Abro. To distinguish their
stock in the crowded market, sellers have in some cases
have chosen names for their animals, including a recently
sold bull called Trump, with the hope of attracting cus-
tomers. “He has similar grandeur and distinction like the US
president,” says Abro.  —  AFP 

High steaks: 
Cows go from...
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A video released by the state prisons administration
department shows da Silva stripping off his elaborate
disguise in front of officials. Three days after his failed
escape, da Silva, a senior member of the Red Command,
one of Brazil’s main crime groups, was found dead in his
cell in a maximum security prison. Officials said he
appeared to have hanged himself with a bed sheet. An
investigation has been launched into his death.

Experts estimate hundreds of prisoners are killed in
Brazilian prisons every year, mostly in confrontations
between rival gangs battling for control of one of the

world’s most important cocaine markets and trafficking
routes. Brazil has the world’s third-largest prison popu-
lation after the United States and China, with more than
800,000 inmates.

The death of Silva is an embarrassment for Rio’s
prison authorities, which had initially cheered their
actions in preventing his unusual escape plan. Brazil’s
jails have become a major headache for new tough-on-
crime President Jair Bolsonaro. Last week, at least 57
people died after a prison riot broke out in the northern
state of Para. More than 50 inmates died in similar cir-
cumstances in May during prison riots in the northern
state of Amazonas.

Prison gangs, originally formed to protect inmates
and advocate for better conditions, have come to wield
vast power that reaches far beyond prison walls. The
gangs are linked to bank heists, drug trafficking and
gun-running, with jailed kingpins running their empires
via smuggled cellphones. — Agencies 

Brazil inmate dead 
after foiled escape...
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speeches and was often referred to as America’s
“conscience” for her poignant takes on race and
human rights, never afraid of commenting on the day’s
weightiest political issues. Her family said she “passed
away peacefully” in a New York hospital on Monday
night “surrounded by family and friends”. “Although
her passing represents a tremendous loss, we are
grateful she had a long, well lived life,” they said in a
statement, describing her as “the consummate writer
who treasured the written word.”

Morrison won the Pulitzer Prize and the American
Book Award in 1988 for her 1987 novel “Beloved.” Set
after the American Civil War in the 1860s, the story
centered on a slave who escaped Kentucky to the
free state of Ohio. The book was later turned into a
film starring Danny Glover and Oprah Winfrey.
Morrison received numerous other accolades includ-
ing the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1993. In 1996,
she was honored with the National Book Foundation’s

Medal of Distinguished Contribution to American
Letters.

In 2012, Obama presented her with the Presidential
Medal of Freedom and in 2016 she received the
PEN/Saul Bellow Award for Achievement in American
Fiction. “She was a great woman and a great writer,
and I don’t know which I will miss more,” Robert
Gottlieb, Morrison’s longtime editor at Knopf pub-
lishers, said in a statement sent to AFP.

Sonny Mehta, chairman of Knopf, said he could
“think of few writers in American letters who wrote
with more humanity or with more love for language
than Toni”. “Her narratives and mesmerizing prose
have made an indelible mark on our culture. Her nov-
els command and demand our attention. They are
canonical works, and more importantly, they are
books that remain beloved by readers,” he said.

Morrison was born in Ohio on Feb 18, 1931. “The
Bluest Eye”, her first novel, was published in 1970
when she was almost 40 years old. She followed up
with “Sula” in 1973, going on to publish another nine
novels, including the acclaimed “Song of Solomon” in
1977 which won the National Book Critics Circle
Award. Her writings touched many, including Obama
who recalled reading “Song of Solomon” as a child
“and not just trying to figure out how to write, but
also how to be and how to think”. — AFP

Nobel laureate 
Toni Morrison...

EL PASO: One was fueled by racist hatred of immi-
grants and warned of a “Hispanic invasion”. The other’s
motives are less clear but he apparently resented women
and compiled a “hit list” of girls in high school. Police and
the FBI were trying to piece together yesterday what
drove two young American men to commit unspeakable
acts of carnage over the weekend. Patrick Crusius, a 21-
year-old unemployed white man from the Dallas suburb
of Allen, opened fire with a semi-automatic weapon at a
Walmart on Saturday in El Paso, Texas.

About 20 minutes before the rampage, which left 22
people dead, he posted a four-page white supremacist
“manifesto” on the online forum 8chan that railed against
Hispanics. In the document titled “The Inconvenient
Truth,” Crusius wrote that the attack “is a response to the
Hispanic invasion of Texas”. Crusius claimed he was
“defending” the US “from cultural and ethnic replacement
brought on by an invasion” and made references to the
Christchurch shootings in New Zealand, where a white
gunman killed 51 worshippers at two mosques in March.

El Paso police chief Greg Allen said Crusius has not
shown any remorse since his arrest and “appears to be in
a state of shock and confusion”. According to court doc-
uments, Crusius has been unemployed for the past five
months and living with his grandparents. In a statement,
his grandparents said he had lived with them while
attending classes at Collin County College but moved
out of their home about six weeks ago.

According to CNN, a Twitter account linked to
Crusius frequently shared tweets by President Donald
Trump including one with Trump’s name spelled out with
guns. In a LinkedIn profile, Crusius wrote, “I’m not really

motivated to do anything more than what’s necessary to
get by. Working in general sucks, but i guess a career in
Software Development suits me well. I spend about 8
hours every day on the computer so that counts towards
technology experience I guess.”

El Paso is about a nine-hour drive from the Dallas
area and Crusius appears to have deliberately selected
the city because of its heavily Hispanic population. El
Paso lies on the Rio Grande River which marks the US
border with Mexico, and has a population of 680,000,
of which 83 percent are of Hispanic descent.

The motivations of the other gunman, Connor Betts,
24, are less clear but several former friends told US
media that he had a history of disturbing behavior, par-
ticularly towards women. Also armed with a semi-auto-
matic weapon, Betts killed nine people including his sis-
ter, 22-year-old Megan Betts, in Dayton, Ohio, early
Sunday morning. He was shot dead by police within a
minute. Investigators have found no evidence so far to
indicate that the shooting was motivated by racial hatred.
“Just based on where we’re at now we are not seeing
any indication of race being a motive,” Dayton police
chief Richard Biehl said. Betts was white and six of his
nine victims were black.

Mika Carpenter, 24, who has known Betts since she
was 13 years old, told The New York Times “he was kind
of hateful to women because they didn’t want to date
him”. The Dayton Daily News reported that Betts had
been suspended from Bellbrook High School for drawing
up a “hit list” of girls. According to Buzzfeed News, Betts
was a member of a “pornogrind” heavy metal band
called Menstrual Munchies which performed songs with

themes of sexual violence.
Demoy Howell, a friend of Betts, told the Dayton Daily

News that Betts was “always a bit of an oddball”. “He
had a dark sense of humor - jokes about people dying,”

Howell told the newspaper. “He would wear all black. I
remember sensing a dark energy around him. “I think
this is less of a hate crime and more of an ‘I hate every-
body’ crime,” Howell said. — AFP 

Racism, misogyny: US authorities 
probe motives of pair of gunmen 

EL PASO: A woman touches a cross yesterday at a makeshift memorial for victims outside a Walmart, near the
scene of a mass shooting which left at least 22 people dead. — AFP 

KHARTOUM: A hard-won deal between Sudan’s ruling
generals and protest leaders has averted a slide into chaos
or even civil war but many questions remain about its
implementation, analysts say. Under the accord, signed
Sunday after mediation by the African Union and Ethiopia,
a civilian-majority sovereign council will lead Sudan
through a transitional period of three years. “The agree-
ment is not the most ideal but it is better than no deal at
all,” said Khaled Al-Tijani, a Sudanese analyst and editor-
in-chief of the Elaf newspaper. “Sudan could have slid into
chaos or maybe a civil war which makes this deal balanced
and rational.” The country has been roiled by political tur-
moil since mass protests erupted in December against vet-
eran leader Omar Al-Bashir, and the generals who ousted
him months later. The signing of the constitutional declara-

tion on Sunday followed protracted talks that were repeat-
edly interrupted by violence including a deadly crackdown
on a sit-in outside the army headquarters in Khartoum. The
deal is “a reflection of the balance of forces,” said Magdi
Al-Gizouli, analyst at the Rift Valley Institute.

Still, many are eyeing it with skepticism, given that it is
“a compromise between contenders with often diametri-
cally opposed interests,” he added. The accord’s imple-
mentation “is critically dependent on the goodwill” of the
army and the protest alliance, Gizouli said.

The declaration places Sudan’s spy agency, which was
last month renamed the General Intelligence Services,
under the sovereign council and the executive authorities.
It does not, however, outline how the shared responsibility
would work, analysts noted. The agency, formerly known
as the National Intelligence and Security Service, was
used by Bashir as a tool to crush dissent, and also carried
out a sweeping crackdown on the anti-Bashir street
protests.  This is “an example of the formal compromises
that were whisked through to avert coming to terms with
challenging issues,” said Gizouli. Especially “without
authority over the budget of these forces and their com-
position it is not immediately clear how they can be disci-

plined into a democratic framework,” he added.
There are also questions about the implications of the

deal for the feared paramilitaries of the Rapid Support
Forces. The protest movement has largely blamed the RSF
for a crackdown on a sit-in outside army headquarters in
Khartoum on June 3. At least 127 people were killed on
that day alone, according to doctors close to the protest
movement, who say the violence has cost more than 250
lives since December.

The declaration says the RSF will report to the armed
forces’ general command, while an existing law governing
the force will regulate its relationship with the executive
authority. Eric Reeves, a Sudan expert at Harvard
University, says it has always been the case that “there are
in effect two armies (including the RSF) under nominal
command of the army chief”. RSF paramilitaries have
enjoyed a certain level of autonomy under their command-
er Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, widely known as Hemeti,
who is now the deputy head of the military council.

Reeves says the powerful general has managed to
ensure “that his forces remain intact” under the declara-
tion. “Insofar as Hemeti retains control of his RSF in its
present form, he can threaten any number of actions if the

army generals do not accede to his demands,” he added.
Sunday’s deal signing also revealed fractures within the

protest camp after several factions expressed reservations.
Sudan’s communist party said the declaration “solidifies the
military’s dominance”. Rebel groups from the Sudanese
Revolutionary Front said they cannot accept the declaration
because it throws up “obstacles to the implementation of a
peace deal”. They also complained of being excluded from
the talks. Reeves said the rebels’ rejection is “extremely
ominous” and should be addressed to ensure peace in the
regions of Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile.

Otherwise the rebel leaders may be caught up in “a
game of blackmail” between the generals and protest
leaders, said Gizouli. These strains within the Alliance for
Freedom and Change protest movement indicate difficul-
ties maintaining a unified front. The umbrella group has
secured a parliamentary majority of 201 out of 300 seats,
“but there are no guarantees that it would remain intact,”
said Tijani. And it remains to be seen whether each side
will fulfill their part of the agreement. “Sudan has a record
of non-commitment to pacts,” Tijani said.  “It is now a
question of to what extent this deal will go against that
practice.” — AFP 

Sudanese deal 
defuses threat of 
‘slide into chaos’ 


