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Pictures taken in Jember show Indonesian models displaying during the Jember Fashion Carnaval (JFC) in Jember. — AFP

Like a human wave every few minutes, two
hundred or so tourists surge towards the
“Mona Lisa,” mobile phones in hand to

make the best of every second of their time in
front of the world’s most famous painting.
Hundreds of other hearts sink as museum atten-
dants swiftly draw the rope across to hold back
the next wave of the queue that snakes round
the vast gallery in the Louvre in Paris.

Nobody seems to notice the superb Rubens
that line the walls of this monumental corner of
the Richelieu wing-everyone is focused on the
end of the queue and their big selfie moment.
The queuing begins several hundred meters
(yards) away under the museum’s glass pyramid
where tourists join the first of a series of stag-
gered lines that will slowly lead them to their
brief audience with Leonardo Di Vinci’s master-
piece.  Last month, officials had to restrict
access to the world’s most visited museum for
three days because of the chaos caused by
queues to see the “Mona Lisa” in her new tem-
porary home in the Medici gallery.

Blockbuster Leonardo show 
She will be returned to her traditional spot in

the adjoining States Room-which is being refur-
bished-just before a blockbuster Leonardo
exhibition opens at the Louvre in October. But
the disruption-exacerbated by an influx of
tourists escaping the fierce heat in the French
capital in July-has pushed the Louvre to intro-

duce obligatory advance booking by the end of
the year to try to control numbers. Already
angry staff closed the museum for a day in May
to protest about being overwhelmed by the spi-
raling numbers.

More than 10 million people visited the
museum in 2018, with that record likely to be
smashed again this year. With between 75 and
80 percent of them-particularly Chinese and
Americans-coming to see the “Mona Lisa”, the
museum’s vice managing director Vincent
Pomarede insisted that booking a time slot was
now essential. “A tourist who comes without a
reservation runs the risk of waiting a long time
and maybe even not getting in,” he told AFP.
“It’s the only way to guarantee entry.” Pomarede
said many other major museums already require
people to book ahead.

Booking compulsory 
“Before the end of the year, all visitors will

have to make reservations,” he said.  For Evelyn
and Tai, tourists from Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur,
advanced booking made seeing the “Mona Lisa”
“fairly painless”. “The line is pretty long... but
we bought the ticket online so we got a desig-
nated time.” “It is much better organized than
when I last came in 2000,” said Stan, a
Taiwanese-American visitor from San Jose in
California. Finally seeing the painting was “pret-
ty cool”, said his 17-year-old son Andy, though
he “wasn’t blown away by it”. New Yorkers

Frank and Jennifer, however, thought the whole
experience was “amazing”. “It’s beautiful... and
better than I expected I was expecting a really
old building but it’s a really modern (setting) for
old artifacts and art,” Frank added.

Visitors numbers usually peak at the Louvre
at Easter. But this year they have continued to
soar over the summer, with government advice
to seek shelter in air-conditioned spaces like
museums during two record heat waves in the
French capital further complicating matters.
With queues worst in the peak early afternoon
period, Pomarede is worried that the 30,000
people who pass in front of the “Mona Lisa”
daily will stop visitors seeing some of Louvre’s
many other treasures such as the Venus de Milo,
the Winged Victory of Samothrace, and its stag-
gering collection of 18th- and 19th-century
French art.

Until the “Mona Lisa” returns to her home in
her more controllable side gallery, “we are pro-
moting other itineraries for visitors to see other
work by Leonardo, as well as our Egyptian,
Greek and Roman antiquities,” he added. In the
meantime, the Louvre has borrowed some tricks
from the French capital’s road traffic manage-
ment system, including screens at the entrance
warning that the museum is full or crowded, as
well as warning on its website. — AFP

Victoria’s Secret has hired
Valentina Sampaio as its first
transgender model, her agent

said yesterday, as the struggling lin-
gerie brand seeks to modernize its
image. Daniel Robson at Premier
Model Management in London, con-
firmed the Brazilian model had signed a
contract with Victoria’s Secret, but
declined to comment further. Sampaio
posted a backstage Instagram photo of
herself in a white dressing gown on a
shoot this week, with the hashtags
#diversity and #new #vspink #cam-
paign, referring to Pink, the brand
launched in 2002 aimed at younger
women. Victoria’s Secret, famed for the
jewel-encrusted bras and dazzling
“angel” wings worn by supermodels at
its annual fashion show, is battling
falling sales as more women shift to
cheaper bralettes and sports bras.

The decision to use a transgender
model follows a backlash against com-
ments by marketing chief of parent
company L Brands, Ed Razek, in Vogue
last year, when he said he would not
use trans or plus-size models “because

the show is a fantasy”. Victoria’s Secret
and L Brands did not immediately
respond to requests for comment or
confirm reports of Razek’s departure.
The high-profile lingerie retailer is
rethinking its annual fashion show,
after criticism that it is sexist and out
of touch as network television viewing
figures have slumped.

Sampaio, who has appeared on
magazine covers including Vogue Paris,
Vogue Brasil and Elle Mexico, is one of
a growing number of high-profile trans
models, amid pressure for the fashion
industry to become more diverse and
inclusive. Razek later apologized on
Twitter for his “insensitive” comment
on trans models, saying, “We’ve had
transgender models come to castings ...
And like many others, they didn’t make
it.” “I admire and respect their journey
to embrace who they really are,” said a
statement on Victoria’s Secret’s
account. — Reuters


