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ADEN: Yemen’s southern separatists yesterday
accused an Islamist party of complicity in last week’s
deadly attack on Aden, the seat of government,
exposing rifts in the Saudi-backed coalition battling
the Iran-aligned Houthi movement. The separatists
and Islamist party are united in their wider war on the
Houthis, but have rival agendas for Yemen, and fric-
tions between them over Thursday’s attack could
destabilize the southern port city that is the coalition’s
sole stronghold.

The missile strike killed 36 Security Belt soldiers,
who are part of the southern separatists, at a military
parade. It was claimed by the Houthis, whom the mili-
tary alliance led by Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates has battled since 2015. The Aden violence,
along with an escalation in Houthi missile and drone
attacks on Saudi cities, has complicated UN peace
efforts to end a four-year war that has killed tens of
thousands of people and pushed Yemen to the brink
of famine.

The UAE-backed separatist Southern Transitional
Council (STC) said the attack aimed to give Islamist
party Islah an upper hand in Aden. “This attack was
planned to make all of Aden fall into the hands of Islah,”
STC Vice-President Hani Ali Brik said. Islah, an impor-
tant ally of internationally recognised President Abd-
Rabbu Mansour Hadi, is tolerated by Saudi Arabia but
viewed with suspicion by the UAE. “Therefore, do not
blame our people if they take to the streets to demand
the removal of this government from southern lands,”
the STC vice-president added at a press conference.

There was no immediate comment from Islah or
Hadi’s government, nor was there any response in

Islah-affiliated media. Islah is viewed by the UAE as an
offshoot of the Muslim Brotherhood, which is designat-
ed a terrorist group by Abu Dhabi and Riyadh. The
attack was the worst violence to hit Aden, a coalition
stronghold, since southern separatists clashed with
Hadi’s government in 2017 in a power struggle.

Iran accused
Saudi and Yemeni officials have publicly accused

Iran of being behind the attack and a separate one in
Aden that day claimed by militant group Islamic State.
Tehran denies any involvement in Yemen. The
Western-backed, Sunni Muslim coalition intervened in
Yemen against the Houthis after they ousted Hadi’s
government from power in the capital Sanaa in the
north in 2014. The government is now based in Aden
while the Houthis control most other urban centers.
The war has revived old strains between north and
south Yemen, formerly separate countries that united
into a single state in 1990 under slain former
President Ali Abdullah Saleh.

Local officials and residents in Aden said many
northerners in the city had been expelled to nearby
Houthi-held territories in recent days in a move con-
demned by Hadi’s prime minister and the United
Nations’ human rights body. Analysts say the Houthis
may have attacked the parade precisely to exploit coali-
tion weaknesses after the UAE in June said it had scaled
back its presence in the south and western coast, where
it has armed and trained some 90,000 troops.

“The attack proves that the priority remains (to combat)
the Houthi coup, extremism and terrorism,” UAE Minister
of State for Foreign Affairs Anwar Gargash tweeted yester-

day, without mentioning the STC accusations against Islah.
Western allies, some of which supply arms and intelligence
to the coalition, have pressed for an end to a war widely

seen in the region as a proxy between Saudi Arabia and
Tehran. The Houthis deny being puppets of Tehran and say
their revolution is against corruption. — Reuters

Aden attack exposes splits in 
Yemen’s anti-Houthi alliance

Separatists blame Islamists for attack on military parade

Bitcoin as a 
safe haven? 
LONDON: Bitcoin’s recent gains as stocks plummet-
ed on US-China trade tensions reflect not so much its
safe-haven credentials but its potential for quick
gains, cryptocurrency and foreign exchange traders
said yesterday. The biggest coin jumped over 7% on
Monday as US stocks slumped 3%. 

Safe haven assets from the Japanese yen to gold to
government bonds - expected to hold or gain value
amid turbulent markets - also rallied as investors fret-
ted over the impact of the trade war on the world
economy. Crypto enthusiasts said the moves heralded
bitcoin’s achieving its potential as a haven. Bitcoin,
their argument goes, is immune to the impact of
geopolitical tensions or government interference
because of its decentralised nature.

Unlike government-issued fiat money, bitcoin is
produced by miners across the world racing to solve
computer puzzles. Its supply is also capped at 21 mil-
lion, a scarcity aficionados say gives it an innate val-
ue, like rare metals. And the correlation between
falling stocks and rising bitcoin does appear to hold.
After major market-moving events over the last year,
including US President Donald Trump’s threat last
week to slap more Chinese imports with tariffs, bit-
coin has jumped as stocks tumbled.

Since Trump’s threat on Thursday, bitcoin has
soared 23% versus a 4.6% slump in the S&P 500. A
week after the US president tweeted in May that he
would raise tariffs, bitcoin rose 41% against a 3.8%
fall in US stocks. And when worries on a hawkish US
Federal Reserve amid escalating trade tensions and
weakening future corporate earnings growth upset
markets in December, bitcoin added 18% against a
10% drop for stocks in a week.

In times of market fluctuations, investors tend to
move small proportions of their portfolios to bitcoin,
said Marcus Swanepoel, CEO of London-based cryp-
tocurrency platform Luno. But driving bitcoin’s moves
is less its safe haven characteristics than its potential
for outsize gains, he added. “If you’re wrong, you’re
not losing lots of money, but if you’re right we are
talking outsized returns,” said Swanepoel.

Like gold, bitcoin has also tended to move in con-
cert with market volatility. But any correlation with
the behaviour of traditional safe havens is likely more
a short-term trend that an indication of anything
longer-term, according to Forex.com analyst Fawad
Razaqzada. — Reuters

Murder, ‘gay-hunters’
strike terror in Russia 
LGBT community 
SAINT PETERSBURG: When LGBT activist Yelena
Grigoryeva found her name on a hit list of a “gay-hunt-
ing” group, she did not appear to take the threat seri-
ously. The group called itself “Pila”, meaning “saw”,
after the series of Hollywood horror films of the same
name, in which a serial killer plays games with his vic-
tims. Pila promised “very dangerous and cruel little
gifts” to a number of Russia’s gay activists. 

“That’s just a threat,” Grigoryeva wrote on
Facebook early last month, posting a screen grab of the
group’s website on her page. “This is not how crimes
are committed.” On July 21, her body was found in
bushes close to her home in Saint Petersburg, with at
least eight stab wounds to her face and back. She was
41. The murder has horrified Russia’s LGBT community,
even though there seems to be no firm evidence linking
Pila directly to Grigoryeva’s fatal stabbing.

“I do not know who these people are, but it’s signif-
icant that people who think this way live among us,”
said activist Mikhail Tumasov, who has also received
threats from Pila. “Many people would like to do in
reality what Pila is threatening us with. The idea has
emerged that killing people over their sexual orienta-
tion is not just normal, but noble,” he said.

Russia’s gays and lesbians are no strangers to vio-
lence, hate crimes and even homophobic murders. But a
vigilante group seeking to turn violence against LGBT
people into a game and encouraging Russians to hunt
them down for sport plumbs new lows, campaigners
say. Activists said the Pila website had been around for
about a year, posting names and pictures of their tar-
gets and promising “awards” for attacks on them.

‘Start protecting citizens’ 
Prominent activist Igor Kochetkov accused authori-

ties of doing little to stop it as he urged police to
probe the website and the death threats against
Grigoryeva. “Dear police and other law enforcement
agencies. It’s time to get to work!” Kochetkov, whose
name was also on the hit list, said in a recent video
address. “Start protecting all citizens! And if you
believe that people like us should not be protected find
yourselves a different job.” 

Pila’s website has only recently been blocked, as
have its channels on the popular encrypted messaging
app Telegram. But Pila has promised “to play until the
end”, despite the ban. Late last month, investigators
arrested a man suspected of killing Grigoryeva, sug-
gesting the attack was the result of a personal dispute.
Then they said they had taken the wrong man and
detained a new suspect. But the investigators made no
mention of the homophobic threats against the activist,
implying she was killed by a drinking companion.

Separately, Russia’s Anti-Extremism Centre said it
could not conduct a probe into Pila because its web-
site had been blocked. LGBT activists accuse authori-
ties of refusing to properly investigate Grigoryeva’s
murder and the homophobic group. They say Pila may
not be made up of cold-bloodied killers, but that its
main goal was to further terrorize Russia’s beleaguered
gay community.

“Pila is dangerous because it sows hatred. It
inspires people to commit real crimes,” said Alla
Chikinda, spokeswoman for an LGBT support centre in
the Urals city of Yekaterinburg. The centre, too, has
received threats from Pila, which called for it to be shut
down. “You will be the next victims of our game if you
don’t comply with our conditions,” the group warned
in a letter. The Yekaterinburg centre has now installed
video cameras and complained to the police. Even
though Russia decriminalized homosexuality in 1993, it
remains a deeply homophobic society. A rise in vio-
lence against gays has been seen since 2013, when
Russia passed a law banning gay “propaganda” among
minors. At a G20 summit in Japan in June, President
Vladimir Putin insisted Russia respected gay rights,
but also made fun of gender identity. “Transformers,
trans... I don’t even understand what this is,” he said. In
July, Russia opened an unprecedented criminal case
accusing officials of negligence for allowing a gay cou-
ple to adopt two children. — AFP

Towards a new era: 
What is in Sudan’s 
landmark pact
KHARTOUM: Veteran Sudanese leader Omar Al-Bashir
ruled the northeast African country for three decades with
an iron fist. Now Sudan is turning the page, ushering in a
new era of civilian rule. A constitutional declaration, signed
on Sunday between the ruling generals and the leaders of
an unprecedented protest movement, sets out the frame-
work for a transitional leadership and builds on a landmark
power-sharing deal initialled on July 17. It outlines the for-
mation of a transitional civilian government and a parlia-
ment to govern for a three-year transition period under the
supervision of a joint civilian-military ruling body

After more than seven months of demonstrations and
violence, the pact was welcomed domestically and interna-
tionally and will be formally signed on August 17 in the
presence of foreign dignitaries. The next day, the composi-
tion of the new transitional civilian-majority ruling council
will be announced. A prime minister will be named on
August 20 and cabinet members on August 28. The sover-
eign council and the cabinet will meet for the first time on
September 1.

Key points  
Sudan’s transitional period will last 39 months from the

signing of the constitutional declaration. At the end of the
transitional period elections will be held. Bringing peace
among Sudanese factions in conflict-ridden regions is a

priority during the first six months of the transitional peri-
od. The transitional government is to work on drawing up
legal and economic reforms as well as outlining a balanced
foreign policy. 

The ruling sovereign council will be composed of 11
members including six civilians and five from the military.
It will be headed by a general for the first 21 months, and
afterwards by a civilian for 18 months. The council will
oversee the formation of a transitional civilian administra-
tion including a cabinet and a legislative body.

The prime minister shall be nominated by the umbrella
group of the protest movement, the Alliance for Freedom
and Change, and confirmed by the sovereign ruling coun-
cil. The cabinet shall be comprised of no more than 20
ministers to be picked by the premier from the nominees

put forward by the alliance. But this does not include the
interior and defense ministers who shall be chosen by the
military members of the sovereign council. The legislative
body should be formed within 90 days from the signing of
the deal. 

It should comprise no more than 300 people and 40
percent of the seats should be allocated to women. The
alliance shall have 67 percent of the seats and the remain-
ing 33 percent shall be for other political parties, not linked
to Bashir. Sudan’s armed forces and the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces, which have been widely blamed for a
deadly crackdown on a weeks-long sit-in in June, are part
of the military institution under the command of the head
of the armed forces. The respective laws and regulations of
the armed forces and the RSF-which emerged out of the
feared Janjaweed militia-shall regulate the military institu-
tion’s relationship with the executive authority. The
renamed General Intelligence Services is a regulatory
body, concerned with gathering, analyzing and presenting
information to the relevant authorities. The intelligence
agency falls under the executive authority and the sover-
eign council. 

Rights and Freedoms
Under the declaration, every citizen has a right to free-

dom and security and no one shall be subject to arbitrary
arrest excepted in accordance with the law. Every person
has the right to freedom of religious belief. Every citizen
has the right to freedom of expression, spreading informa-
tion, and access to the press. Internet access provided it
does not interfere with the country’s order, security and
public ethics is a right. The right to peaceful assembly is
guaranteed. Every person holds the right to form and/or
join political parties, associations, syndicates, and profes-
sional unions. — AFP 

A monastery brings 
together Christians 
scattered by war 
QOZHAYA: The last time Samuel Botros stepped into the
Lebanese monastery of Saint Anthony of Qozhaya was in
1978. He was 24, newly married, and the country was in the
grip of an all-out war. Like many of his generation, he left.
It took him 41 years to return. The 1975-90 civil war may
be over in Lebanon but conflicts in nearby countries like
Iraq and Syria have devastated entire communities where
Christians once lived alongside Muslims. 

That has triggered an exodus among people of both
faiths, especially among minority sects - like Botros’ Syriac
Orthodox community whose roots are in early Christianity.
The monastery, which is nestled in a remote valley in the
northern Lebanese mountains and dates from the fourth
century, is a meeting place for Christians who have fled
conflict.

“It is the war that did this to us. It is the wars that con-
tinue to leave behind destruction and force people to
leave,” said Botros, visiting the monastery as part of a
gathering of his community’s scout group - their first in the
region since the 1950s. The scout group’s roughly 150
members include people living in Lebanon, Iraq, Syria,
Egypt, Jordan, the Palestinian Territories and further afield.
Lebanon was the only country where they could all meet
easily and safely, Botros said.

In Iraq, years of conflict, most recently with Islamic
State, erased much of the Christian heritage in ancient
cities like Mosul and Sinjar in the north. In Syria’s civil war,
some of the oldest churches in Aleppo, Homs and other
cities were damaged. Botros, now 65, is about to retire in
Sweden where he made his home years ago. He is father
and grandfather to children who know Lebanon only
through photos. “I would like them to visit so that when I
pass, there is something to pull them back,” he said.

Ancient sanctuary
On Sundays and public holidays, the monastery’s small

church, with the bell tower and facade, etched into the
cliffs is full of people huddled in the pews or standing at
the back of the vaulted interior. Its patron is Saint Anthony,
a monk who is believed to have lived in rural Egypt in the
fourth or fifth century. “This place has always been a
shrine...we don’t even know when it started. Even when
there was no development...people still came,” said Father
Fadi Imad, the priest who gives sermons.

Qozhaya lies within a valley known as the Valley of
Saints, or Qannoubine in ancient Syriac, part of a wider

valley network called Qadisha that has a long history as a
refuge for monks. At one time, Qadisha was home to hun-
dreds of hermitages, churches, caves and monasteries. The
monastery of Saint Anthony is the last surviving one. It
was an early home for Lebanon’s Christian Maronites, the
first followers of the Roman Catholic church in the East.

The Maronites and sometimes the Druze, a Muslim sect,
sought the sanctuary of the mountains away from the
political and religious dynasties of the times with whom
they did not always agree, Father Imad said. “The inhabi-
tants of this mountain...and they were not only Christians,
came here because they were persecuted and weak,” he
said. “Qozhaya holds in its heart 1,600 years of history and
it doesn’t belong to anyone, church or faith, ... it belongs to
the homeland,” he said.

The monastery is surrounded by forests of pine and
cedar and orchards that can only be reached via a narrow,
winding road. Its grounds include a cave where visitors
light candles, a museum housing the Middle East’s oldest
printing press in ancient Syriac and halls for resident
priests. Visitors nowadays include foreign and Arab
tourists and local residents including Muslims who some-
times come to ask for a blessing.

Father Imad said the monastery was the safest it had
been in its history despite being surrounded by countries
at war or suffering its aftermath. “No one is telling us that
they are coming to kill us anymore ... at least in Lebanon,”
he said. Before he left, Botros and his fellows stood for a
final photo outside the building with the valley behind.
With their flags and scarves around their necks, they
smiled and cheered as the bells rang. “What I have seen
today I will never forget for as long as I live,” Botros said.
“No matter how long it takes, the son always returns to the
mother.” — Reuters

KHARTOUM: A Sudanese protester waves his national flag
in front of the Algerian embassy as people celebrate in
Khartoum, after Sudan’s army rulers and protest leaders
signed a hard-won constitutional declaration. — AFP 

ADEN: Yemenis inspect the site of a suicide car bombing on a police station in Sheikh Othman district, in Yemen’s
government-held second city Aden. — AFP 

QADISHA: The ancient St Anthony monastery of Qozhaya
lies in north Lebanon’s Qadisha Gorge, on the route of a
400-km hiking route, the Lebanon Mountain Trail. — AFP 


