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Kyrgios edges 
Medvedev to 
win ATP 
Washington Open 
WASHINGTON: Shaking off back spasms to blast 18
aces, Australia’s Nick Kyrgios kept his composure
and captured the ATP Washington Open title Sunday,
defeating Russia’s 10th-ranked Daniil Medvedev 7-6
(8/6), 7-6 (7/4). The 24-year-old Aussie, who strug-
gled through the opening set, claimed the $365,390
top prize and his sixth career ATP crown at the US
Open tuneup event. “This is probably my best memo-
ry of a final,” Kyrgios said. “I left it all on the court.”

Kyrgios, 5-1 this year against top-10 rivals, won
his second title of the season after Acapulco in March
and will jump 25 positions to 27th in yesterday’s new
rankings, his first top-30 appearance in 43 weeks.
“This has been one of the greatest weeks of my life.
I’ve made massive strides,” Kyrgios said. “This whole
week has been amazing. It’s a week I won’t forget.”
Known for his fiery temperament and inconsistency,
Kyrgios was resilient all week, breaking racquets but
holding his emotions together  — “super proud” of
his composure.

“In the past six months, it’s crazy to think how
much I’ve been able to turn it around,” Kyrgios said.
“I’m working hard to be better as a player and a per-
son.”I lost faith that I could still have weeks like this
and be happy. I’ve got to thank (my family) for not
losing faith. “I just wanted to clean myself up and have
a healthy attitude. I showed what I can do this week.”

While saying his best memory of the week was
“how professional I was off the court,” Kyrgios also
noted, “I’ve got a long way to go.” American Jessica
Pegula captured her first WTA singles title by ripping
Italy’s Camila Giorgi 6-2, 6-2 in the Washington
women’s final. The 25-year-old daughter of NFL
Buffalo Bills owner and natural gas magnate Terry
Pegula took a $43,000 top prize. Kyrgios won a
match that featured no break points or deuces after
94 minutes with back-to-back aces, the last his tour-
nament-best 110th of the week.

‘It’s never easy to play Nick’
Medvedev, 23, was broken only twice this week

but lost his lone sets to Kyrgios. He’ll equal his
career-best ranking of ninth yesterday. “I know how
well Nick can play when he wants to play. This week,
I think he wanted to play and it was tough,”
Medvedev said. “He was determined and it seemed
like he wants to win. And that’s what we don’t see all
the time.” Kyrgios, who beat Medvedev on Rome clay
in May in their only prior meeting, would face him
again in the second round next week at Montreal if
Kyrgios beats Britain’s Kyle Edmund. “It’s never easy
to play Nick,” said Medvedev, adding with a laugh. “I
hope Kyle wins.”

Kyrgios first grabbed his back at 2-all, stretching
and twisting during a changeover but having no trou-
bles after treatment between sets from a physiothera-
pist. “I just happened to get through that first set, which
was massive,” he said. His running and service speed
were hampered at times during his seventh match in as
many days counting doubles, but while Medvedev took
24 of 25 points on his serve, Kyrgios matching up into
the tie-breaker. Kyrgios denied Medvedev on set point
with a 124-mph ace, then hit a passing winner and won
it when Medvedev sent a forehand wide. In the last
breaker, two Kyrgios aces made his Washington’s first
unseeded ATP champion since 2011.

Pegula’s only other WTA singles final was last
September at Quebec City, where she lost to France’s
Pauline Parmentier. Pegula, who will jump 25 spots to
a career-best 54th yesterday, broke early in each set
and closed matters just inside an hour with an ace.
“It’s extremely gratifying,” she said. “The journey
makes it all that much sweeter because it’s hard. I
really pushed myself this week. It’s amazing. I’m
excited. “Hopefully I can take the momentum and
keep riding it.” —AFP

LAUDERHILL: Rohit Sharma led from the front as
India defeated the West Indies in a rain-affected
second fixture of the three-match T20 International
series at the Central Broward Stadium in Florida on
Sunday. Opening batsman Sharma blazed 67 off 51
balls, with three sixes and six fours embellishing his
entertaining innings, in pacing India to 167 for five
after captain Virat Kohli chose to bat first.

Despite a bludgeoning 54 from Rovman Powell,
West Indies were kept in check at 98 for four off
15.3 overs when the inclement weather intervened.
Torrential showers prevented any further play and
India were declared winners by 22 runs on the
Duckworth-Lewis-Stern method as West Indies
needed to be at 121 to be ahead on run-rate when
play was halted. Having won the low-scoring first
match of the series by four wickets at the same ven-
ue a day earlier, India will now be pursuing a clean
sweep of the series when the final match is played
at the Providence Stadium in Guyana today.

Sharma dominated an opening stand of 67 with
Shikhar Dhawan and looked on course for a hun-
dred when a miscued swing at Oshane Thomas
resu l ted  in  a  comfortab le  catch  for  Sh imron
Hetmyer at extra-cover. Thomas also removed
Rishabh Pant cheaply and the West Indies did a
better containing job in the second half of the
innings except for the final over when three sixes
were hoisted off Keemo Paul.

Daunting target 
Paul dismissed Dhawan for 23 and left-arm fast

bowler Sheldon Cottrell claimed the prized wicket of
Kohli (28) and doubled his wicket tally in removing
Manish Pandey to a wicketkeeper’s catch. After going
almost four overs without finding the boundary ropes
Krunal Pandya heaved two sixes and Ravindra Jadeja
added another in Paul’s expensive finale to the innings.
Faced with a daunting target, and mindful of the potential
threat of rain, West Indies suffered two early setbacks
with Evin Lewis and Sunil Narine both falling cheaply. 

Narine was promoted to open the batting for this
match with John Campbell dropped to accommodate
an additional spinning option for the Caribbean side in
left-armer Khary Pierre. Powell and Nicholas Pooran
tried to get their team back on course with a 76-run
third-wicket partnership. But they failed to score
quickly enough to put their opponents under any real
pressure. Pooran was the main stumbling block as his
19 runs came off 34 deliveries while Powell raced to 54
off the same number of balls.

He lost Pooran to a well-judged catch by Manish
Pandey on the long-on boundary before falling as well
leg-before to the same bowler, Krunal Pandya. His
entertaining innings included three sixes and six fours.
There was no time for Kieron Pollard and Shimron
Hetmyer to get into stride as the forecasted thunder-
showers closed in to wash away any prospect of the
remaining overs being bowled.  —AFP

India will now be pursuing a clean sweep of the series 

Sharma stars as India beat 
Windies in rain-hit Florida

LAUDERHILL: Rohit Sharma of India hits 4 as Nicholas Pooran (L) of West Indies looks on during the 2nd
T20i match between West Indies and India at Central Broward Regional Park Stadium. —AFP

Hamilton 
relishing new 
rivalry with
Verstappen 
BUDAPEST: Lewis Hamilton hailed Max
Verstappen yesterday after a gripping
duel in the Hungarian Grand Prix which
left drivers and followers of Formula One
looking forward to many more battles
between the two. “There really is no better
feeling from a racing driver’s point of view
— when you have a race like this and face
a really strong competitor and a great
driver like Max,” explained Hamilton who
came through to win the race.

“When I got into second, I was like
‘OK, this whole battle we’ve been talking
about me having with Max, we are going
to have that today’ and it was really awe-
some.” There was an element of relief in
the words of Hamilton who had to be at
his very best to win the race. It needed an
unexpected second pit-stop — a strategic
masterstroke from his Mercedes team —
and a 20-lap chase before the five-time
world champion finally broke the resist-
ance of the Dutch tyro’s Red Bull as it
struggled on worn tyres.

“Lewis’s driving was of a different
dimension,” said Mercedes team chief Toto
Wolff after the race. “At first, it did not
seem possible but as soon as Lewis sniffed
the position there was no holding back. It
was an unbelievable drive.” It marked

Hamilton’s record-extending seventh win
in Hungary, which was the 81st victory of
his career. Michael Schumacher’s record 91
wins looms ever-closer. 

More importantly for this season’s title
race, it was the Briton’s eighth win out of 12
races in the first half of the season and, as
the teams down tools for their summer
break, puts him 62 points clear of teammate
Valtteri Bottas. The battle between Hamilton
and Verstappen produced a fourth thrilling
race in succession to follow a drab proces-
sional French event in June. The Dutchman’s
second place came after his first ever pole
and followed victory in Germany, when
Hamilton and the Mercedes team suffered
an ‘Armageddon’ weekend.

Start of an era 
Hungary, though, was the race that sig-

naled the start of an era likely to be domi-
nated by Red Bull’s 21-year-old duel with
the 34-year-old Hamilton, whose achieve-
ments and individuality have made him
F1’s brightest global star. Many observers
believe already that Hamilton and
Verstappen are from another planet, such
was their superiority at the Hungaroring
where they were more than a minute clear
of the two Ferraris and lapped the rest of
the field.

That has led to much ‘silly season’
speculation that they might fit into the
same team — a scenario that Red Bull’s
mid-season improvement may render
redundant and, ultimately, undesirable.
“I’m really happy that after a period of
time when everyone was so negative, talk-
ing about the sport, we get this big step
up from the Red Bulls and now we have a
really good battle on our hands, and it

looks like it will stay,” said Hamilton.
“I think Ferrari will come back into play

at some races like Spa and Monza and be
quick on the straights — and there aren’t
a lot of corners — so those places I think
they will be really strong. “But Red Bull
have been doing great. It’s awesome to
see and I hope their performance contin-
ues and I really, really hope we have more
battles like that.” Hamilton’s praise for his
rival included recognition of the respect
that exists between them despite a 13-
year age gap, a welcome feature after so
many acrimonious rivalries of the past.

“Max is at his best and is continuing to
perform great,” said Hamilton. “It’s really

comforting and really important to see the
respect level between us. It was really
respectful driving and I hope to continue
that.” Not so long ago the Dutchman was
known as Mad Max — now it is a case of
Maturing Max.”If we were fighting on the
same points, it may have been a lot more
aggressive,” said Hamilton.”But there was
no need for that and it was really just
about making sure that when you do final-
ly pull off an overtaking maneuver that it is
a clean, full sweep by.” Hamilton and
Verstappen will have some time to put
their feet up and consider their new rival-
ry. The next race is at Spa-Francorchamps
in Belgium on September 1. —AFP

Golf-mad 
Japan salutes 
its ‘Smiling
Cinderella’
TOKYO: Japan yesterday hailed a fairy-
tale finish for Hinako Shibuno, the 20-
year-old golf sensation known as
‘Smiling Cinderella’ who was crowned
the surprise winner at the British Open.
“She did it!” said TV presenter Tomoaki
Ogura after Shibuno, in her debut tour-
nament overseas, became Japan’s first
Major-winner in 42 years. “Who expect-
ed she could do this much in her first
competition abroad, a Major champi-
onship?” he said in his morning show on
a private TV network. 

Shibuno’s win at her first Major domi-
nated morning television shows in Japan
yesterday, topping news items. The story
broke too late for the front pages of
Japan’s newspapers, but was splashed

across their websites. Despite the huge
popularity of golf in Japan, only one
Japanese player — male or female —
had previously won a Major: Chako
Higuchi at the 1977 Women’s PGA
Championship. Social media was abuzz
with congratulations for the 20-year-old
Shibuno, who only turned pro last year.

“A star is born!” tweeted one
Japanese user. “A historic achievement,”
another wrote. On Japanese television,
Higuchi said Shibuno looked as “relaxed”
as if she were playing in Japan. “She is a
new kind of player,” the Daily Sports
newspaper quoted Higuchi as saying.
Shibuno hit a gutsy 18-foot birdie putt at
the final hole to seal victory at Woburn
on Sunday, finishing with a 68 and 18-
under-par as she beat American Lizette
Salas by a single stroke.

South Korea’s world number one Ko
Jin-young, who was seeking her third
Major title of the year, had to settle for
third place following a 66. Jun Sato, chief
of the golf club where Shibuno practiced
until she graduated from high school,
told the Mainichi Shimbun he was elated
by the victory. “I don’t just feel happy, I
feel superb!” he said. Shibuno herself

seemed overwhelmed by the victory. “I
didn’t feel that nervous when I was on
the last putt,” she told reporters. But
after the win “I was just covered in
goosebumps and I feel so tense now I

just don’t know what to say!” She said
she planned to celebrate her historic vic-
tory by indulging her cravings. “I want to
buy as many snacks as I can eat,” Kyodo
news quoted her as saying. —AFP

MILTON KEYNES: Japan’s Hinako Shibuno celebrates with the trophy after her
victory in the 2019 Women’s British Open golf championship at Woburn Golf
Club.  —AFP

BUDAPEST: Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen (R) competes next to
Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton during the Formula One Hungarian
Grand Prix at the Hungaroring circuit. —AFP

Nadal ‘ready to play’ 
despite absences of 
Djokovic, Federer
MONTREAL: Rafael Nadal will focus only on the chal-
lenge in front of him as he defends his title at the
Montreal Masters, where Novak Djokovic and Roger
Federer are conspicuous absentees. “I cannot think if they
are here or not,” the top-seeded Spaniard said Sunday.
“Anyway, tennis is more than just a few players. “I need to
prepare myself as well as possible and be ready to play. “I
would only face them in a semi-final or final anyway, so
it’s not worth worrying about.”

With Djokovic and Federer putting a return to action
on hold after their dramatic Wimbledon final, 33-year-
old Nadal will be seeking to retain the title he earned
last year in Toronto, when he beat rising star Stefanos
Tsitsipas in the final. The Greek is back, taking the
fourth seeding behind a pair of fellow young guns in
number two Dominic Thiem of Austria and Germany’s
Alexander Zverev, seeded third. Nadal, who arrived in
Canada after training in the summer heat of Mallorca in
the wake of his Wimbledon semi-final loss to Federer,
could find himself challenged early by another rising star
—  Australian Alex de Minaur.

De Minaur, who won his second ATP title in Atlanta
in July, takes on a qualifier in the first round for a shot at
Nadal, who will enjoy a first-round bye. Second seed
Thiem has purposefully left it late for the hardcourts,
preferring to stay as long as possible on European clay

by entering both Hamburg and Kitzbuehel — where on
Saturday he fulfilled a childhood dream of winning a
tournament in his native Austria.

Now Thiem, beaten by Nadal in the last two Roland
Garros finals, will try to carry that success to Canada.
“I’ve never won a match in Canada, I’d like to change
that,” he said. “Canada is a big goal - I’m really hoping
to get a win there.” Thiem will open his campaign
against either Canadian Denis Shapovalov or Frenchman
Pierre-Hugues Herbert. Third seed Zverev, who won the
title here two years ago with a win over Federer in the
final, will open against either Briton Cameron Norrie or
Hungarian Martin Fucsovic. Tsitsipas will bid to better
his 2018 finals showing but must first get past either
home-grown Milos Raonic, the 2013 finalist, or
American Taylor Fritz, runner-up to de Minaur in
Atlanta.—AFP


