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Egyptian security forces are waging a counterinsur-
gency campaign against Islamist militants, some with
links to Islamic State, that is focused in the north of the

Sinai Peninsula.
Attacks outside Sinai have become relatively rare,

although there have been several security incidents in
recent months in Giza, across the Nile from central Cairo.
In May, an explosion targeting a tourist bus injured at
least 12 people, mostly South African tourists, near the
Giza pyramids. In December, three Vietnamese tourists
and an Egyptian guide were killed, and at least 10 others
injured when a roadside bomb hit their tour bus near the
pyramids.  — Agencies 
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There were already growing fears among Kashmiris
that the special status would be ditched after Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) obtained a large parliamen-
tary majority in recent elections. His party had vowed to
fulfill a long-held promise to scrap the laws, and many
fear New Delhi wants to change the region’s demo-
graphics by allowing non-Kashmiris, mostly Hindus, to
buy land locally.

The move is set to exacerbate the already bloody
rebellion in Kashmir and deepen the long-running ani-
mosity with nuclear rival Pakistan which has fought two
out of three wars with India over the territory. “There
will a very strong reaction in Kashmir. It’s already in a
state of unrest and this will only make it worse,” Wajahat
Habibullah, a former senior bureaucrat in Jammu and
Kashmir, told AFP.

The announcement sparked chaotic scenes in the
national parliament, and the main opposition Congress
party described it as a “catastrophic step”. But Home
Minister Shah sought to allay fears that the government’s
actions could fuel fresh violence. “Kashmir was a para-
dise, is a paradise and will remain a paradise,” he told
parliament hours after announcing the contentious deci-
sion. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman also defended
the move, saying India had waited for 70 years to ditch
Article 370 “so it is not something we brought out sud-
denly like a rabbit from a magic hat”.

But condemning what she described as Indian
democracy’s “darkest day”, former Kashmir chief minis-
ter Mehbooba Mufti tweeted that Delhi’s move was ille-
gal and unconstitutional, and would make India “an
occupational force” in the state. The announcement fol-
lows days of uncertainty in the region that began on
Friday when New Delhi ordered tourists and Hindu pil-
grims to leave “immediately”. All phones, Internet servic-
es and cable networks in the restive Himalayan region of

more than seven million people were cut at midnight, and
only residents issued with a curfew pass were allowed on
the streets. 

Article 370 of the Indian constitution gave special
status to the state of Jammu and Kashmir. It limited the
power of the Indian parliament to impose laws in the
state, apart from matters of defense, foreign affairs and
communications. A senior government source told AFP
the move would be a boon for development in the region.
“While the intent (of Article 370) was to localize the
opportunity for locals, it discouraged investments since
(other) people couldn’t own land or bring in outside
workers,” the official said.

“Politically, it’s advantage BJP,” said Happymon Jacob,
a professor at Jawaharlal Nehru University in the Indian
capital. “The scrapping of Article 370 of the constitution
is likely to set off a slew of political, constitutional and
legal battles, not to speak of the battles on the streets of
Kashmir.” Yesterday’s move reflects Modi’s muscular
approach to national security. In February, he ordered
war planes into Pakistan after a militant group based
there claimed responsibility for a deadly attack on a mili-
tary convoy in Kashmir. That step, in turn, prompted a
retaliatory raid by Pakistan.

Introduced decades ago, the constitutional provisions
reserved government jobs and college places for
Kashmir’s residents, among other limits aiming to keep
people from other parts of the country from overrunning
the state. The government has also decided to split the
state into two federal territories, one formed by Jammu
and Kashmir, and the other consisting of the enclave of
Ladakh, citing internal security considerations. Turning
the state into a federal territory allows Delhi to exert
greater control.

Ram Madhav, general secretary of Modi’s BJP, hailed
the government’s actions as ushering in a “glorious day”.
In Modi’s western home state of Gujarat, people shouted
slogans of support on the streets. In Pakistani-controlled
areas of the region, however, there was anger at India,
with protests extending to the capital, Islamabad and the
southern commercial center of Karachi. In Muzaffarabad,
45 km from the two countries’ contested border, dozens
of protesters held black flags and burnt car tyres, chanti-
ng “Down with India”. — Agencies 
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It follows a spate of incidents - including the seizure
of ships - between Iran and Western powers, in partic-
ular Britain and the US, centered on the vital Strait of
Hormuz thoroughfare. “The UK is determined to ensure
her shipping is protected from unlawful threats, and for
that reason we have today joined the new maritime
security mission in the Gulf,” Defence Secretary Ben
Wallace said in a statement.

The announcement from Britain’s defense ministry
did not detail which, if any, other countries would be
joining the new naval coalition. Britain was also at pains
to stress that it had not changed its broader policy
towards Tehran. “We remain committed to working
with Iran and our international partners to de-escalate
the situation and maintain the nuclear deal,” Foreign
Secretary Dominic Raab said.

The announcement came hours after Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said
Washington was increasingly isolated in its hardline
stance against Tehran and its al l ies were too
“ashamed” to join its forces in the Gulf. He also dis-
missed US calls for talks as a sham, confirming he had
turned down an offer to meet President Donald Trump
last month despite the threat of US sanctions against
him. “Today the United States is alone in the world
and cannot create a coalition,” he said. “Friendly
countries are too ashamed of being in a coalition with
them,” Zarif told a news conference, saying they had
“brought this situation upon themselves, with law-
breaking, by creating tensions and crises.”

Tehran and Washington have been locked in a battle
of nerves since last year when Trump withdrew the US
from a landmark 2015 deal placing curbs on Iran’s
nuclear program and began reimposing sanctions.

Tensions have spiked since the Trump administration
began stepping up a campaign of “maximum pressure”
against Iran. Drones have been downed and tankers
seized by Iranian authorities or mysteriously attacked
in Gulf waters, while Britain has detained an Iranian
tanker off Gibraltar. 

At the height of the crisis, Trump called off air strikes
against Iran at the last minute in June after the Islamic
republic’s forces shot down a US drone. Iran said on
Sunday its forces had seized a “foreign” tanker carrying
smuggled fuel in what would be the third such seizure in
less than a month in Gulf waters - a conduit for much of
the world’s crude oil. Last month the Guards said they
had impounded the Panama-flagged MT Riah for alleged
fuel smuggling as well as the British-flagged Stena
Impero for breaking “international maritime rules”.

In response to such incidents, the US has been
seeking to form a coalition - dubbed Operation
Sentinel - to guarantee freedom of navigation in the
Gulf. Last month Britain, while still led by former
prime minister May, proposed a European-led mar-
itime protection force. But both plans struggled to find
partners, with European countries believed to be
reluctant to be dragged into a conflict. Germany said
Monday it was currently “not in favor” of joining an
American-led coalition.

Meanwhile the US continues to target Iran economi-
cally, while holding out the prospect of possible talks. It
imposed sanctions against Zarif on Wednesday - under
the same sanctions already applied to supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei - targeting any assets he has in
America and squeezing his ability to travel. Meanwhile
however the New Yorker magazine reported that
Senator Rand Paul had met Zarif in the US on July 15
and had Trump’s blessing when he invited the Iranian
minister to go to the White House.

Zarif dismissed as disingenuous US “claims” it wants
dialogue. “They were the ones who left the table... Who
do they want to negotiate with?” he said. But Zarif did
not rule out talks in the future, saying: “Even in times of
war negotiations will exist.” — AFP 
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Ned Peppers Bar. Outside the Walmart store that was
attacked Saturday, people paused to pay their respects at
the memorial. Balloons shaped like stars - Texas is the
Lone Star State - fluttered in the morning breeze. One
poster read: “A date never to forget: August 3, 2109.”

In his brief address, Trump made no mention of two
ideas he had tweeted hours earlier: Tightening back-
ground checks for gun buyers and linking gun control
reform to changes in immigration law. The president did
say he supported “red flag” laws allowing authorities to
confiscate weapons from people believed to present
grave risks. Many people were grateful that even more
were not killed in Ohio. In Texas, 26 people were
wounded, and another 26 were hurt in Ohio, where the
shooter was killed in roughly 30 seconds by police who
were patrolling nearby. Two of those wounded in Texas
died yesterday.

Dayton Police Chief Richard Biehl told a news confer-
ence Sunday that the quick police response was crucial,
preventing the shooter from entering a bar where “there
would have been... catastrophic injury and loss of life”.
Biehl said the shooter wore a mask and a bullet-proof
vest and was armed with an assault rifle fitted with a 100-
round drum magazine. Police named the gunman as a 24-
year-old white man called Connor Betts and said his sis-
ter was among those killed. She had gone with him to the
scene of the shootings.

Police said yesterday they had no evidence so far that

race played a part in the Dayton shooting. In Texas,
police said the suspect surrendered on a sidewalk near
the scene of the massacre. He was described in media
reports as a 21-year-old white man named Patrick
Crusius. He was believed to have posted online a mani-
festo denouncing a “Hispanic invasion” of Texas. El Paso,
on the border with Mexico, is majority Latino.

Seven of those killed in the El Paso shooting were
Mexican, the country’s foreign minister, Marcelo Ebrard,
said Sunday. The manifesto posted shortly before the
shooting also praises the killing of 51 Muslims at two
mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand in March. Police
said the suspected shooter has been charged with capital
murder and could face the death penalty, and a federal
official said investigators are treating the El Paso shooting
as a case of domestic terrorism.

Despite a string of horrific mass shootings in the US,
where gun culture is deep-rooted, efforts to strengthen
firearms regulations remain divisive. The latest two shoot-
ings capped a particularly bloody week for gun violence:
three people died in a shooting at a food festival last
Sunday in California, and two more Tuesday in a shooting
in a Walmart in Mississippi. On Twitter Saturday, Trump
described the El Paso attack as “an act of cowardice.”

But critics said the president’s habit of speaking in
derogatory terms about immigrants is pushing hatred of
foreigners into the political mainstream and encouraging
white supremacism. “To pretend that his administration
and the hateful rhetoric it spreads doesn’t play a role in
the kind of violence that we saw yesterday in El Paso is
ignorant at best and irresponsible at worst,” said the
Southern Poverty Law Center, a major civil rights group.
It cited Trump actions like calling Mexican migrants
rapists and drug dealers and doing nothing when a crowd
at a Trump rally chanted “send her back” in reference to a
Somali-born congresswoman. —AFP 
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three to seven years - in the eastern Pacific Ocean. “July
has rewritten climate history, with dozens of new tempera-
ture records at local, national and global levels,” World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) Secretary-General
Petteri Taalas said in a statement a few days ago. Global
warming, he added, was clearly to blame. “This is not sci-
ence fiction,” he said. “It is the reality of climate change.”

Every month so far in 2019 ranks among the four warmest
on record for the month in question, with June being the
hottest June measured, the Copernicus team said in a press
release. Accurate temperature records extend into the 19th
century, starting around 1880. The Copernicus service is the
first of the world’s major satellite-based climate monitoring
networks to report average July temperatures.

The margin of increase is small enough, it noted in a
press release, that other networks - such as the US govern-
ment’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) - may report temperatures equal to or slightly
below the July 2016 record. “Typically, there is a difference

between the values provided by the global temperature
datasets of various institutions, and the Copernicus differ-
ence between July 2019 and 2016 temperatures is smaller
than this margin,” the agency said in a statement.

“We have always lived through hot summers, but this is
not the summer of our youth. This is not your grandfather’s
summer,” UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said
late last week. “All of this means that we are on track for
the period from 2015 to 2019 to be the five hottest years
on record.”

Every year in the 21st century except one has been
among the hottest on record, a fact that defies explanation
without the dominant influence of manmade global warming,
scientists say. Europe has endured two exceptionally strong
heatwaves in a matter of weeks. Record highs tumbled
across France, with the mercury peaking at 46C on June 28
in the southern town of Verargues. The previous record, set
back in 2003, was 44.1C.

The second wave of heat saw Paris’s all-time high pulver-
ized last month: Meteo France measured 42.6C in the French
capital on July 25 - more than 2C hotter than the previous
high, set more than 70 years ago. In the first half of the year,
temperature records were also shattered in New Delhi,
Anchorage, Santiago and part of the Arctic Circle. The Paris
Climate Agreement enjoins nations to cap global warming at
“well below” 2 C above pre-industrial level. The year 2018
was about 1C above it. — AFP 
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KHAN SHEIKHUN, Syria: Damascus and
Russia resumed air strikes on Idlib in north-
west Syria yesterday, a monitor said, scrapping
a ceasefire for the jihadist-run bastion and
accusing the regime’s opponents of targeting a
Russian airbase. The northwestern region,
which hosts some three million people, is one
of the last major centres of resistance to
President Bashar al-Assad’s regime after eight
years of war.

Damascus said Thursday it had agreed to
a truce from Friday to halt three months of
regime and Russian bombardment on the
area, which has killed more than 790 civilians
and pushed 400,000 people from their
homes. But jihadists running the region on
Saturday refused to comply with a key con-
dition to that truce, declaring they would
never withdraw from a planned buffer zone
around the area.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
said regime air strikes resumed on the region
minutes after the truce was cancelled, before
Russian planes joined in too. Russian planes
pounded the western edge of the enclave,
while aircraft from both sides resumed bom-
bardment of its southern flank, the Britain-
based war monitor said. In the south, an AFP
correspondent saw the wind blow plumes of
white smoke across the fields after planes and
helicopters pounded the town of Khan
Sheikhun. A few families fled the town in cars
or trucks piled high with their belongings,
women and children perched on top, the cor-
respondent said.

Earlier in the afternoon, Syria’s army said it
would resume operations against the region. It
accused fighters there of launching a flurry of
rockets at the Hmeimim air base near Syria’s
Mediterranean coast, causing “great human
and material losses” nearby. The Russian

defense ministry said there had been no casu-
alties on the base itself, but that, according to
the Syrian security services, rockets fell on a
nearby district, “wounding four residents”.

Syria’s military said it was scrapping the
truce as “armed terrorist groups, backed by
Turkey, refused to abide by the ceasefire and
launched many attacks on civilians in sur-
rounding areas”, according to a statement car-
ried by state news agency SANA. Experts and
residents had been skeptical that the truce
would hold, citing several previous failed
ceasefires. Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, a jihadist
group led by Syria’s former Al-Qaeda affiliate,
has since January controlled most of Idlib
province as well as adjacent parts of the Hama,
Aleppo and Latakia governorates. Other
rebels and jihadists are also present.

Idlib is supposed to be protected from a
massive government offensive by a Turkish-
Russian deal struck in September last year. But
that deal was never fully implemented as
jihadists refused to withdraw from the planned
demilitarized cordon. On Saturday, HTS leader
Abu Mohamed Al-Jolani said his fighters
would “never withdraw from the zone”.

Over the weekend, several civilians dis-
placed by the bombardment had taken advan-
tage of the ceasefire to return to their homes
and inspect the damage. In Khan Sheikhun,
Abu Abdullah dug through the rubble of his
bombed-out house, scavenging for the scant
belongings he could salvage from the ruins.
Below mangled rods, the repairman dusted off
a small ceramic statue of the Quran and
retrieved some coffee cups from the rubble.
“I’m trying to collect some of the belongings
we had, some of the memories we have left
behind in this place” after leaving five months
ago, he said.

By yesterday, bombardment on his home-

town - nearly deserted in recent months - had
resumed. While the ceasefire had halted air
strikes on the region from Friday, both sides
had continued to trade artillery and rocket
fire. On Sunday, regime rocket fire killed a
woman inside the bastion, the Observatory
said. On Friday, militant rocket fire near
Assad’s ancestral village to the west killed a

civilian, SANA said.
Humanitarian groups have repeatedly

raised the alarm over recent Russian and
regime bombardment of Idlib, fearing one of
the worst disasters of Syria’s war. The conflict
has killed more than 370,000 people and dis-
placed millions since starting with the brutal
repression of anti-Assad protests in 2011.

After a string of Russia-backed victories
against rebels and jihadists since 2015, the
Damascus regime today controls around 60
percent of the country. But several areas
remain beyond its reach: Idlib, nearby territo-
ry held by Turkey-backed rebels, and a large
swathe of the country’s oil-rich northeast held
by US-backed Kurds. — AFP 
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JIBALA, Syria: Displaced Syrians who fled from their villages in the south of Idlib province to escape bombing by Syrian government forces
return home shortly before a truce fell apart between rebels and President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime yesterday.— AFP 


