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Syrian Cartoonist Amani Al-Ali works on a painting in her home studio. Various illustrations by Syrian Cartoonist Amani Al-Ali, pinned on a wall at her home studio in the city of Idlib.

Syrian Cartoonist Amani Al-Ali speaks about some of her drawings at her home studio.

A cartoon of two agitated
donkeys bringing their heads
close to each other, illustrat-

ed by Syrian Cartoonist
Amani Al-Ali in her home

studio.

Syrian cartoonist Amani Al-Ali sketches a portrait of President Bashar al-Assad in her home studio.

Illustrations by Syrian Cartoonist Amani Al-Ali at her home studio.

Various illustrations by Syrian Cartoonist Amani Al-Ali at her home studio.

“Fast & Furious Presents: Hobbs &
Shaw” dethroned “The Lion King” in
North American theaters, taking in an

estimated $60.8 million, industry watcher
Exhibitor Relations said Sunday. The latest
installment in the long-running Fast & Furious
franchise, “Hobbs & Shaw” features Dwayne
“The Rock” Johnson and Jason Statham facing
off against “cyber-genetically enhanced anar-
chist” Idris Elba. It ended the box office reign of
“The Lion King,” a remake of the 1994 animated
film that employs hyper-realistic computer-gen-
erated images with a voice cast including
Donald Glover as Simba and Beyonce as Nala,

together with Seth Rogen, Chiwetel Ejiofor and
James Earl Jones.

“The Lion King” earned $38.2 million for
second place, topping director Quentin
Tarantino’s “Once Upon A Time In Hollywood,”
which has earned rave reviews and took in $20
million for third place. “Once Upon a Time”-the
ninth of the 10 movies Tarantino has said he will
make before retiring-is set in Tinseltown in 1969
and features Leonardo DiCaprio, Brad Pitt,
Margot Robbie and Al Pacino. In fourth place
was “Toy Story 4,” which managed $8.2 million.
The latest installment in the family-friendly
Disney/Pixar animation franchise that began in

1995, the movie features the voices of Tom
Hanks (Woody) and Tim Allen (Buzz Lightyear).
“Spider-Man: Far from Home”-which continues
where “Avengers: Endgame” left off and stars
Tom Holland as the Marvel superhero-came in
fifth with $7.8 million.

Rounding out the weekend’s top 10 were:
“Yesterday” ($2.4 million)
“The Farewell” ($2.4 million)
“Crawl” ($2.2 million)
“Aladdin” ($2 million)
“Annabelle Comes Home” ($875,000)—AFP

B
ent over a computer tablet in war-torn north-
west Syria, cartoonist Amani Al-Ali takes her
pen to the screen to sketch life in the embattled
opposition bastion of Idlib. “I’m trying to get

across what others struggle to say,” said the 30-year-
old artist, dressed in a long red jacket and lacey white
headscarf. Idlib, a jihadist-run region of three million
people, has come under increasing bombardment by the
regime and its Russian ally since late April despite a
months-old truce deal. Through her cartoons, Ali has
boldly challenged traditions to comment on life in the
anti-regime bastion, and to condemn seeming interna-
tional indifference to civilian deaths.

In one, the world is depicted as an ostrich burying its
head in a mound of blood-drenched skulls as red missiles
rain down all around. In another, titled “Eid in Idlib”, a
warplane drops candy wrappers containing TNT, instead
of the sweets usually distributed during the Muslim holi-
day.  The sketches are etched out in black and white, with
splashes of red, colors the artist says are inspired by life in
the opposition stronghold.

“We see nothing but blood, darkness and destruction,”
she said. The spike in violence over the past three months
has killed more than 790 civilians, the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights says, despite the truce deal struck by
Russia and rebel backer Turkey. Ali has sketched this
accord too, as a blood-stained paper bearing the words
“the Idlib agreement”. On Thursday, the Syrian govern-
ment said it had agreed to a new truce, giving at least a
temporary reprieve for Idlib’s residents.

‘Broke with customs’ 
Though her cartoons have now been exhibited as far

away as the Netherlands and United Kingdom, Ali had to
study drawing on the sly growing up, because her father
forbade it. “I consider myself to be a girl who broke with
customs and tradition,” Ali said.  “I confronted my parents
and managed to impose the life I wanted for myself.” Her
society, she said, frowned upon women who engaged in
political satire through cartoons or art. Before civil war
erupted in 2011, Ali worked as an art teacher at a private
school in Idlib so she could “be close to the field that I
love”.  But after the region fell to rebel forces, she “started
a new life” as a cartoonist, often dabbling in satire to cap-
ture the reality of a war that has cost more than 370,000
lives and displaced millions across Syria. 

“I hope to convey even the smallest part of civilian suf-
fering,” she said. But beyond regime and Russian air
strikes, Ali has also criticized jihadists and rebels control-
ling Syria’s northwest-a daring move that has seen others
detained or targeted. In November, fellow cartoonist,
radio presenter and vocal activist Raed Fares was shot
dead by unknown gunmen. In January, Hayat Tahrir Al-
Sham-a group led by Syria’s former Al-Qaeda affiliate-
took over full administrative control of Idlib.

Fans and enemies 
Ali said she does not criticize HTS itself, but rather its

behavior, especially when it mirrors that of the regime.
“For eight years, we have been fighting to get rid of the
habits and remnants of the regime,” she said.  But even
now Idlib is outside government control, “some mistakes
are still happening because of a lasting regime culture,”
she said. In one cartoon from last year, a bearded man in a
short robe typical of ultra-conservatives inserts a giant
syringe into another’s ear to stuff his head with notions of
what is “illicit”, or religiously forbidden.

In another, she criticizes overpriced higher education.
Ali’s work, she said, has earned her both fans and enemies.
“Many people tell me I should be careful, that I don’t know
what I’m doing,” she said. “The thing I hear most is that
I’m a girl and I shouldn’t be drawing such things.” But
abroad, people are impressed. “During my exhibition in
the UK, lots of British academics were surprised there was
a girl doing drawings like this under HTS,” she said. A new
exhibition has opened in France and she may soon show-
case her work in neighboring Turkey. Though she is
unlikely to attend either without the necessary visa to
travel, she hopes both will help to bust stereotypes about
women in northwest Syria.  Women in Idlib are not “voice-
less people who are unable to leave their houses and
always clad in black”, she said. “Yes, there are certain lim-
its, but we’re resisting.” — AFP


