
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Millions of Muslims world-
wide are preparing for Eid Al-Adha, the
“festival of sacrifice”. The four-day festi-
val is one of the two main religious cele-
brations in Islam. Eid is a social event that
has always been associated with the joy
of children, where eidiya (a gift of money
to younger relatives) is the main concern
for them on Eid.

The origin of eidiya goes back to the
Fatimid Caliphate. The term “eidiya” is an
Arabic word, which means to give. The
tradition dates back to the Mamluk era.
On Eid, the Mamluk sultanate paid an
extra amount of gold or silver coins to his
soldiers, princes and those who worked
with him as a gift, which was called
“jamekia”.

In the Ottoman era, eidiya took other
forms, like offering money and gifts to
children. This tradition has continued to
the modern ages, but has undergone a
major change. Kuwait Times spoke with
old and young people to learn more.

Ghada Ali, 49, said as a child, she
received KD 1 in eidyia. “One dinar was
considered a big amount of money at that
time. When I got older, it increased to
KD 2.5, which was something huge. We
badly waited for Eid, and when it
passed, we eagerly waited for the next
one,” she said. Ali used to sleep next to
her new clothes, preparing herself men-
tally to go to places that people only
visit on Eid. “The new generation nowa-
days does not do that anymore. They
have new clothes all the time, going to
all the places whenever they want. This
made them lose the pleasure of experi-
encing the joy of waiting and preparing
for Eid,” she said.

She added families today are spending

more than KD 600 on eidiya, noting: “We
prepared for Eid before to see the joy of
children. But it is extreme now - children
receive a big amount of money and you
cannot give them KD 2, which is the price
of a meal.”

For Abdulwahab Hussam, 15, eidiya is

money given as a reward by elder people
to children to encourage them to do good
deeds. “My eidiya is KD 20. My expecta-

tion is that hopefully it will reach KD 30
this Eid. My eidiya increased after ninth
grade from KD 10 to 20.” He added that
the amount of money given affects his
relationship with his relatives. “It is obvi-
ous - if my uncle gives me more money
than others, I will love him more. Eidiya is

always different from one person to
another. More love, more money.”

Manal Adel Safoor, 48, went back in
her mind to the good old days. “Back in
time in Syria, Eid was more interesting
than here. We used to go out the day
before Eid with neighboring girls to
clean our street and prepare for Eid all
night. The new generation makes zero
effort to prepare for Eid. “Our eidiya was
toys that cost less than a half dinar, and if
we got money, we always give it to our

mothers and only got our daily allowance.
Eidiya is important - if there is no eidiya, it
means there is no Eid,” she said.

Abdulrahman Mohammad, 16, revealed
that he receives KD 30 as eidyia, hoping
it reaches KD 90. “The eidiya is a part of

our Islamic tradition of Eid. The amount
of eidiya does not affect my relationship
with my relatives,” he said.

Eidiya, a centuries-old tradition
that changed greatly with time

‘Families today spend more than KD 600 on eidiya’
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Festival remembers
martyrs’ great role
during Iraqi invasion
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Al-Zumurruda Hall hosted the ‘Memory of
People and Nation 2’ festival on Sunday to commemo-
rate the great role of the martyrs during the Iraqi inva-
sion in 1990.  Twenty-seven volunteer groups and some
individuals participated in this event. Artists presented
their works translating their ideas and feelings of the
invasion and describing their love for Kuwait. Other
artists presented artworks on sand. 

Some poets addressed poems about Kuwait and the
martyrs. Former prisoner of war Khaled Al-Adwani
narrated his sad experience during the invasion. This
was followed by a video presentation on different peri-
ods of Kuwait’s history and photos of different places
in Kuwait from the 19th century. Children also partici-
pated in the event, presenting four different musical
operettas with traditional Kuwaiti dances. This was fol-
lowed by a play by the Kuwait Volunteer Team. The
Fekra team held a competition for children. 

The event also included speeches and lectures pre-
sented by popular speakers such as researcher in Kuwaiti
history Khaled Al-Khalaf, human development trainer
Faleh Al-Mayaah, doctor Musaed Al-Anezi and Waleed
Al-Nabhan. Popular TV presenter Yousef Mustafa spoke
about the experiences of journalists during the invasion.
The program concluded by awarding the participating
volunteering teams, speakers and some actors.  

KUWAIT: Pictures taken from the event. -— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat


