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KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti man was found dead in rain
drainage pipes in the Ahmadi stables area. The citizen,
born in 1973, was reported missing since Aug 1.
Forensics were called and the prosecution was
informed. An investigation
was opened.

Fatal crash
The body of an unidenti-

fied person was recovered by
the coroner for identification
following a collision between
three vehicles that led to his
death. The accident took
place on Seventh Ring Road.
Paramedics told policemen
that the deceased’s body was
found on the ground when they arrived on the scene.

Work mishap
An Asian man’s body was recovered by the coroner

after falling from a building under construction on
Salmi Road. Police responded to a call from workers at
the site, who said their colleague fell from the building.

Jleeb crackdown
Farwaniya Public Security Sector carried out a

surprise campaign against street markets and roam-
ing vendors in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh in cooperation
with Kuwait Municipality. The campaign resulted in
arresting several vendors and violators of residency
law, who were sent to Jleeb police station. Large
quantities of foodstuff were destroyed for being unfit

for human consumption.
Separately, Farwaniya
municipal i ty violat ions
removal  department
inspected violating proper-
ties in Riggae and Khaitan
and took legal action as per
ministerial law 206/2009.

Blasphemy charges
The juvenile prosecution

decided to detain an Iranian
activist on social media for

appearing in pictures with an actress while in hospi-
tal. Lawyer Bashar Al-Nasser complained against the
activist for making blasphemous remarks, when he
appeared to tell the actress, “Please if you go to
Heaven, ask Allah to admit me there.”

Fires tackled
Fire broke out in a makeshift room behind Sabah

Hospital. Industrial Shuwaikh firemen put it out, and
no injuries were reported. An investigation was

opened to reveal the cause of the fire. Meanwhile,
firemen dealt with two fires, one in a store for traffic
signs at the Capital traffic department, and the sec-
ond, a limited one, in a store for cleaning material in

Sabah health zone. No injuries were reported. —
(Some of the information featured in this report
was translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai and
Al-Anbaa)
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Ministry to hire nurses
from India, Philippines

KUWAIT: The health ministry is preparing
to sign contracts with 800 nurses from
India and Phil ippines directly and not
through intermediaries, informed sources
said. The ministry is getting ready to open
hospitals and new health centers that need
outstanding medical workers, and wants to
sign contracts with nurses without middle-
men, after problems erupted between com-
panies and nurses contracted with them
because their salaries were delayed, the
sources explained. — By A Saleh

Degree required for scientific titles

KUWAIT: A person can only refer to himself
as a doctor or use any other scientific title in
media as long as they have their scientific
university degree attested at the Ministry of
Higher Education, according to a new law
published in the national gazette ‘Kuwait Al-
Youm’ on Sunday. Law No. 78 for 2019 stip-
ulates that scientific titles are not to be used
in any media, including social media, or
advertised in any publication by any person
until after they are approved by the higher
education ministry equivalent department,
with up to six months imprisonment and/or
KD 1,000 fine for violators. This is to help
address reported cases in which people
identifying themselves as doctors sell pre-
scriptions and supplements on social media,
without necessarily having the proper quali-
fications to do so. 

Kuwaitis in US safe

WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s embassy in
Washington has affirmed that the Kuwaiti
visitors and students in the United States are
safe after the two mass shootings in Dayton,
Ohio and El Paso, Texas. In a statement to the
press on Sunday, the embassy urged all
Kuwaitis in the US to keep in touch with it or
with any of the Kuwaiti consulates in Los
Angeles and New York. In case of any emer-
gency, the embassy advised nationals in the
US to seek help through the following phone
numbers: the Kuwaiti embassy in
Washington’s emergency number
(+12022620758), the Kuwaiti General
Consulate in Los Angeles’ emergency num-
ber (+13102793644), the General Consulate
in New York emergency number
(+19172426688), and the Washington
Cultural Office emergency number (+
12023642104). — KUNA

Kuwait welcomes Sudan declaration

KUWAIT: An official source at the Kuwaiti
Foreign Ministry stated that Kuwait wel-
comes the Military Transitional Council
(MTC) of Sudan and the Forces of Freedom
and Change’s (FFC) initialing of a constitu-
tional declaration. The source hailed the
declaration as a cornerstone for establishing
security, stability and peace as well as cre-
ating a brighter future for Sudanese people.
The source also lauded the efforts exerted
by all parties and their eagerness to priori-
tize the higher interests of their nation to
agree on this pivotal and crucial document.
Kuwait stands firmly in support of Sudan to
restore security and stability, the source
concluded. — KUNA

Social media
activist wanted
for blasphemy

Multiple arrests in crackdowns on Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh makeshift markets

KUWAIT: A makeshift room behind Sabah Hospital heavily damaged by a fire reported there recently.

Banks to close
Saturday marking
Arafat day
KUWAIT: Banks will close as of Saturday, August 10,
2019 coinciding with pilgrims’ standing on Mount Arafat
and will remain shut till Wednesday throughout Eid Al-
Adha holiday, Secretary General of the Union of Kuwaiti
Banks Dr Hamad Al-Hasawi said yesterday. Dr Hasawi
affirmed in a press release that Eid Al-Adha would be
observed on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, adding that
August 14 (Wednesday) would be a normal work day, in
line with a circular issued by the Central Bank of Kuwait
(CBK) in this respect.

Separately, the Central Bank of Kuwait announced
yesterday the issuance of a total of KD 240 million ($792
million). The issuance has a three-month term and a
return rate of three percent, the CBK said in a statement.
The CBK’S last issue of bonds was on July 29th at a total
value of KD 200 million ($660 million). In other news,
the Central Bank of Kuwait will hold the inaugural CBK
International Banking Conference on September 23, the
CBK said in a statement yesterday. It will be organized
under patronage of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Titled ‘Shaping the
Future,’ the event’s speakers will include key policymak-
ers, C-level banking industry executives, banking experts
and FinTech entrepreneurs from across the globe.

Its agenda will address economic and social chal-
lenges facing the banking sector and the opportunities
and threats posed by technological innovation, laying out
a vision for how the industry can thrive and better sup-

port sustainable economic development. The CBK
International Banking Conference will welcome an audi-
ence of top-level delegates involved in the global finan-
cial services sector such as government ministers, regu-
latory chiefs, banking CEOs, and academics.

In this respect, CBK Governor Dr Mohammad Al-
Hashel stated that, “The banking and finance industry is
today at an inflection point due to numerous challenges,
mainly the state of today’s global economy; where eco-
nomic uncertainty is exasperated by monetary policy
changes, market developments, the geopolitical land-
scape and resultant trade disputes.”

“Meanwhile, modern technology is disrupting the
financial and banking sector, all the while social transfor-
mations and changing customer expectations mean that
banks will no longer be able to draw on their classical
banking operating models. It is thus indispensable to
evolve new ways of banking in order to meet the expec-
tations of clients, and remain relevant in the future,” he
added. Through four focused panel discussions and
keynote presentations, the conference will provide a
detailed, nuanced framework of what the future will hold
for the global banking sector as we head into the 2020s.
The conference will discuss how banks should respond
to ongoing transformational changes, especially as mil-
lennials, who are fast becoming the dominant consumer
group, see little distinction between longstanding banks
and their digital-only rivals.

This is blurring the lines between financial services
and other industries and posing challenges to regulators
who must strike a balance between nurturing innovation
and mitigating risk. Moreover, the conference will seek
to answer how the banking sector can prosper, deliver-
ing returns to shareholders while also supporting sus-
tainable economic development at a time of rapid
change within the industry itself. —KUNA

Kuwait asks Iraq for
info on ‘fake’ bedoons 
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Informed sources said Kuwait’s communications
with Iraq resulted in adopting a preliminary agreement to
have Iraq provide official information about persons in
Kuwait who claim to be bedoons, but who Kuwait believes
are Iraqis hiding their documents in order to be naturalized.
The sources said the information expected from Iraq affects
some bedoons included in the 1965 census along with oth-
ers, which means this information will be solid proof that
they or their ancestors forged their status and hid their
data, and must adjust their legal status because they will not
be considered bedoons registered at the central depart-
ment for illegal residents.

The sources said a law dealing with bedoons is expected
to be ready before the start of the parliamentary term and
can be passed during an emergency session as said by
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, although
expectations point to passing the law in November and not
earlier. Sources said the awaited information from the Iraqi
side will be an important factor in dealing with the bedoons,
because the issue is related to holders of the 1965 census.

“For Kuwait to receive official information from Iraq about
those bedoons means at least 30,000 forgers will be exposed
among the 38,000 persons who have 1965 census documents,”
the source said, adding that the department dealing with the
bedoons confirms that those who deserve naturalization among
those registered with them are no more than 5,000.

Expats banned
from fish auctions
to ‘regulate’ prices
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Expatriates are not allowed to enter
fish auctions unless authorized, according to a
circular the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
issued recently in an attempt to curb fish prices.
The ministry hopes that the new regulation
would help prevent ‘manipulation of prices’ after
it received many complaints that auctioneers,
who are mostly expatriates, allegedly raise the
prices to increase their profits. The ministry said
the new circular organizes markets and activates

the governance of fish auctions to guarantee
stability of prices and regulate the auction
process, as well as effectiveness of supervision
to prevent manipulation of the process.

The circular stipulated an auction cannot start
unless a commerce ministry inspector is present
and complies with all his instructions at a time he
designates in coordination with the market’s
management. They said other items stressed that
IDs be carried by all licensed owners, brokers
and their assistants. The circular commits all ven-
dors to display signs with prices and types of
fish, and keeping auction invoices and presenting
them when asked by ministry inspectors. The cir-
cular decided the shares of bidders and organ-
ized them as follows: Companies and restaurants
35 percent, vendors 35 percent, and consumers
30 percent, provided brokers put up signs show-
ing this distribution.

KUWAIT: This picture shows shrimp baskets prepared for auction on the first day
of this year’s shrimping season on August 1, 2019. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

KUWAIT: Vendors wait for customers at a livestock market in Kuwait yesterday, ahead of the Muslim holiday of Eid Al-Adha which marks the end of the annual pilgrimage or Hajj
to the Saudi holy city of Makkah and is celebrated in remembrance of Abraham’s readiness to sacrifice his son to God. Known as the “big” festival, Eid Al-Adha is celebrated each
year by Muslims sacrificing various animals according to religious traditions, including cows, camels, goats and sheep. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat


