
S p o r t s Monday, August 5, 2019

26 Established 1961 

Eager Nadal leads 
ATP Montreal field
MONTREAL: Defending champion Rafael Nadal
heads the field for the ATP Montreal Masters that
starts today with Novak Djokovic and Roger Federer
opting out of the key US Open tuneup. With
Djokovic and Federer putting a return to action on
hold after their dramatic Wimbledon final, 33-year-
old Nadal will be seeking to retain the title he earned
last year in Toronto, when he beat rising star Stefanos
Tsitsipas in the final.

The Greek is back, taking the fourth seeding
behind a pair of fellow young guns in number two
Dominic Thiem of Austria and Germany’s Alexander
Zverev, seeded third. Federer and Djokovic aren’t
scheduled to resurface until the Cincinnati Masters
starts on August 12, giving them one tournament prior
to the August 26 start of the US Open at Flushing
Meadows, the final Grand slam of the year. Federer
has been training on hardcourt at home in
Switzerland after falling to Djokovic in a dramatic
five-set final at the All England Club three weeks ago,
in which the Swiss great held two match points.

Djokovic has been pictured relaxing at various
European beach resorts with his family prior to pick-
ing up the racquet once again. Nadal, meanwhile, is
pacing himself after another season marred by injury,
insisting despite the pleas and inducements of
Cincinnati officials that he won’t decide whether to
play there until he sees how he feels after Montreal.
“Depending on what happens in Montreal, I’ll take a
decision on Cincinnati,” he said. “Cincinnati is still an
option. But I  want to arrive well prepared and ready
for the US Open, the last major of the season.”

Nadal could face a challenge in the second round
after a bye, with a possible match against Australian
Alex de Minaur — winner of the Atlanta title last
weekend. Second seed Thiem has purposefully left it
late for the hardcourts, preferring to stay as long as
possible on European clay by entering both Hamburg
and Kitzbuehel. Thiem, beaten by Nadal in the last
two Roland Garros finals, has a special goal driving
him when he lands in francophile Canada. —AFP

HUNGARY: Lewis Hamilton regained the momentum in
the world championship with a memorable strategic
victory yesterday when he overcame young rival Max
Verstappen with three laps to go in a tense Hungarian
Grand Prix. The 34-year-old defending five-time world
champion started third on the grid in his Mercedes and,
after stalking the 21-year-old Dutch tyro for most of a
fascinating tactical contest swept into the lead on lap
67 of a stirring 70-lap contest.

It was Hamilton’s record seventh win in Hungary,
his eighth this year and the 81st of his career, wreck-
ing Red Bull’s hopes of turning Verstappen’s maiden
pole position into victory, and increased his lead in the
title race to 62 points before the sport’s European
summer break. Verstappen, who led most of the race
before his tyres faded, had no time to match
Hamilton’s tactics when the Briton made his second
stop, came home 17.796 seconds behind in second
and clocked a record race fastest lap for the
Hungaroring after a late pit-stop.

Four-time champion Sebastian Vettel was third for
Ferrari ahead of team-mate Charles Leclerc, Carlos
Sainz of McLaren and Pierre Gasly in the second Red
Bull. Kimi Raikkonen was seventh for Alfa Romeo ahead
of Hamilton’s Mercedes team-mate Valtteri Bottas who
had been forced into an early pit-stop after a first lap
incident. British rookie Lando Norris was ninth in the
second Mercedes and Alex Albon 10th for Toro Rosso.
“What a drive, what a strategy,” said Hamilton’s race
engineer Peter Bonnington. “Only you could make that
work today.”

Mercedes matched Red Bull’s strategy until gam-
bling with a late additional pit-stop that left Hamilton
with 20 laps to make up a 20-second deficit on fresh
tyres — a move that worked as Verstappen’s tyres fad-
ed away. “They rolled the dice and it worked for them,
unfortunately,” Red Bull team boss Christian Horner
told Verstappen. “But you drove your heart out.”

‘I’m losing grip’ 
A week after his forlorn error-riddled exit from last

weekend’s tumultuous German Grand Prix, won by
Verstappen, Hamilton had bounced back in style. “It
feels like a new win for us,” he said. “I didn’t know if I
could do it and I am sorry I doubted our strategy — it
was brilliant.” A crestfallen Verstappen admitted: “We
just weren’t fast enough. I tried everything I could to
keep the tyres alive, but I couldn’t.”

Hamilton had earned a 1,000-euro fine for
Mercedes for speeding in the pit lane before the start
on a hotter-than-expected afternoon with an air tem-
perature of 26 degrees Celsius. Verstappen pulled
clear with some aplomb as the two Mercedes’ planned
pincer movement failed. Bottas, from second, had a
poor start, losing position to Hamilton who squeezed
through at Turn Three. 

The luckless Finn was then clipped by Leclerc’s
Ferrari and damaged his front wing. This cost him crit-
ical down-force as he tumbled through the field. This
forced him to pit after six laps for a new nose and a
set of hard-compound tyres. He re-joined in last
place, 49 seconds adrift. The leading duo pulled away
inexorably. By lap 11, Leclerc was adrift by nearly 11
seconds and it was clear that the inter-generational
battle, between the old master and his potential suc-
cessor, the Dutch young pretender, was the main, if
not only, event. 

Separated by two seconds, it seemed they were
merely jabbing, or sparring and waiting for their
moment of close engagement to arrive. Behind them,
Bottas, whose future is in doubt, climbed to 14th while
the Toro Rossos entertained with a wheel-to-wheel
tussle. Hamilton trimmed the lead to 1.3 seconds and
then dummied to pit on lap 22, but stayed out to avoid
resuming amid the Ferraris.  “I’m losing a lot of grip,”
Verstappen complained in a message he repeated
rather testily.

Hamilton pitted after 31 laps, stopped for four sec-
onds and resumed second, 5.5 seconds behind. By lap
33, he had reduced it to 2.8. Vettel, in third, was 20
seconds adrift as the Englishman smashed the gap and
attacked with venom. Verstappen and Red Bull
appeared caught napping. Then, on lap 49, Hamilton

pitted again, taking mediums in 2.4 seconds. He re-
joined second, 21 seconds adrift, Mercedes’ tactic
leaving Red Bull without time to respond. With 12 laps
to go, the gap was 14 seconds as Hamilton set succes-
sive race lap records, slashing the Dutchman’s lead on
his way to victory. —AFP

It was Hamilton’s record seventh win in Hungary

Hamilton denies Verstappen in 
thrilling Hungarian Grand Prix

BUDAPEST: (L-R) Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen, Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton and
Ferrari’s German driver Sebastian Vettel celebrate on the podium after the Formula One Hungarian Grand
Prix at the Hungaroring circuit. —AFP

Kyrgios ousts 
Tsitsipas to reach 
Washington final
WASHINGTON: Austral ia’s Nick
Kyrgios overcame a mid-match melt-
down and his rival’s shoe repair delays
Saturday to defeat Greek top seed
Stefanos Tsitsipas and reach the ATP
Washington Open final. The 52nd-
ranked Aussie hammered 19 aces, saved
a match point and often played to the
crowd in a dramatic and emotional 6-4,
3-6, 7-6 (9/7) victory over Tsitsipas,
whose broken shoes caused two third-
set delays.

Tsitsipas, who becomes world num-
ber five today, fell behind a set and a
break, took advantage of Kyrgios los-
ing control with racquet slams and call
complaints to force a third set, only to
fall in the tie-breaker. “It was spiraling
out of control at one point,” Kyrgios
said. “I’ve been in that spot before and
it has gotten worse. “I’m pretty proud
at how I was able to drag it back from a
dark place. I’m pretty proud of how I
battled back and dug deep.”

Kyrgios will play for the $365,390
(328,851 euro) top prize against 10th-
ranked Russian Daniil Medvedev, who
eliminated German lucky loser Peter
Gojowczyk 6-2, 6-2. The 24-year-old
Aussie beat Medvedev this year in
Rome in their only prior meeting.
Kyrgios, who improved to 4-1 against
top-10 rivals this year, seeks a sixth
career ATP title and his first since
Acapulco in March. “It’s probably one

of the best tournament weeks of my
life,” Kyrgios said. Medvedev, 23, seeks
his fifth ATP title after taking his most
recent crown at Sofia in February.
Italy’s 62nd-ranked Camila Giorgi, a
2018 Wimbledon quarter-finalist seek-
ing her third WTA tit le, and 79th-
ranked American Jessica Pegula
advanced to the women’s final at the
US Open tuneup tournament.

Kyrgios fire and apathy
Kyrgios excited the crowd through-

out with such flamboyant moves as
underhand serves, between the legs
shots and leaping drop shots. Other
times he would just swat away. “He was
on fire in some moments,” Tsitsipas
said. “It felt like sometimes he didn’t
care at all. It’s probably his plan to put
you out of focus.” Kyrgios admitted,
“I’ve always been able to play high lev-
el tennis. I just need to be more consis-
tent. I have to be mentally tougher.”

It was the Greek star’s first match
against Kyrgios, who is of Greek and
Malaysian heritage. Each man won 91
points, hit 58 of 91 first serves, won 48
of 58 first-serve points and 16-of-33
second serve points. “I’m an anti-stat
guy,” Kyrgios said. “I don’t look at any
of that stuff.” Kyrgios broke in the third
game and held from there to win the
first set in 31 minutes, dropping only
three points on his serve. “His serve
was just unreal first set. I couldn’t do
anything with it,” said Tsitsipas. “I
haven’t seen anything like it.” Kyrgios
broke again to open the second set but
after a review call went against him
double-faulted away a break, slamming
his racquet and towels to the court in
frustration.

‘Shoe-pocalypse’ hits 
Tsitsipas, who said he had a sore

hamstring, suffered a broken left shoe
for a fourth consecutive match, switch-
ing Adidas pairs on a changeover with
Kyrgios up 2-1. A ballboy delivered a
shoebox with the faulty footwear to
Tsitsipas’s father/coach, Apostolos
Tsitsipas, in the stands. But it  was
Kyrgios, waiting through a delay that
would last four minutes, who took the
shoebox from the far corner of the
court. “I just thought it would speed
the process up,” Kyrgios said. “By the
way, Adidas sucks.”

Kyrgios delivered it to a seated
Tsitsipas, kneeling as he put the box

at his rival’s feet, both of them smil-
ing as the crowd roared with delight
and  laughter. “That  was  funny,”
Tsitsipas said. Sometimes you can’t
take anything serious. You have to go
with the flow. You have to have the
same channel and same fun as he is.”
Tsitsipas broke another left shoe and
needed another shoe switch at the
next changeover, Indian tennis leg-
end Leander Paes later bringing his
dad a new shoe later. Kyrgios led 5-1
in the tie-breaker, lost the next five
points, then saved match point with a
service winner. He finally won after
two hours seven minutes on an over-
head smash. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Stefanos Tsitsipas of Greece returns a shot from Jordan
Thompson of Australia during Day 4 of the Citi Open at Rock Creek Tennis
Center. —AFP

An clings to small 
lead at Wyndham 
Championship
MIAMI: South Korea’s An Byeong-hun
had four birdies in firing a four-under
par 66 on Saturday to maintain his one-
shot lead heading into the final round of
the US PGA Tour Wyndham
Championship. An, chasing a first US
PGA Tour title, notched his third straight
bogey-free round on the par-70
Sedgefield Country Club course in
Greensboro, North Carolina.

The 27-year-old from Seoul was
pleased with that, but said it might not
be enough to deliver his trophy break-
through. “I’m still only one ahead. You
never know what’s going to happen,” he
said. “You can make a lot of birdies out
here, so I definitely need to keep my foot
on the pedal.” Americans Webb Simpson
and Brice Garnett shared second on 194,
Simpson posting a five-under 65 that
included six birdies and a bogey and
Garnett a 66 that featured six birdies
and two bogeys.

American Ryan Armour fired a 65 and
was alone in fourth on 195. An, who has a
European Tour title on his resume and
three runner-up finishes on the US Tour,

said scrambling was the key to his third
round — particularly a par save after an
errant drive at 15. “That up and down
was huge,” said An, who had just rolled
in a 51-foot birdie putt at the 14th when
his driver off the tee at 15 sailed right.
“It’s nice to hold the lead,” said An, who
added his plan for Sunday was to “try to
make as many birdies as I can and not
make any silly mistakes.”

Simpson is in contention in the tour-
nament where he claimed his first title in
2011 and finished second last year. The
North Carolina native is seeking a sixth
US tour title and his first since the 2018
Players Championship. He was second
last week at the WGC-St Jude
Invitational in Memphis. “I had a chance
to win there,” Simpson said. “I played
well down the stretch. It’s one of those
feelings that you’re happy you played
well and you had a hot finish at a good
tournament, but you’re first out of win-
ning. “So it did create some more hunger
to get back to the winner’s circle.”

It was a tough day for three-time
major-winner Jordan Spieth, who went
into the round four off the lead and end-
ed up failing to make the 54-hole cut
after a seven-over 77. Spieth’s card fea-
tured three double bogeys and a bogey
with no birdies.”It was just a bad day,”
said Spieth, who hit just four of 14 fair-
ways and took 32 putts. “I don’t know
what’s going on,” admitted Spieth, who

was hoping to improve his position in
the playoff standings in the US tour’s
final regular-season event. Instead, he
slid down the table and will need a

strong performance at the Northern
Trust at Liberty National next week to
stay alive in the three-tournament play-
offs. —AFP

GREENSBORO: Byeong Hun An of South Korea hits a tee shot on the 12th hole
during the third round of the Wyndham Championship at Sedgefield Country
Club. —AFP

Gibson sacked as 
South African coach 
in major shake-up
JOHANNESBURG: Ottis Gibson and his entire South
African coaching team and management staff have
lost their jobs, Cricket South Africa (CSA) announced
yesterday. The decision, taken during a board meeting
last week, follows a disastrous South African World
Cup campaign in which the Proteas finished seventh
of the 10 teams. The clean-out comes shortly before a
tour of India next month during which South Africa
will play their first three Test matches in the new
world Test championship.

In a statement, CSA said a football-style team
manager would be appointed, who would take charge
of all aspects of the national team, including the
appointment of a coaching staff, the captain or cap-
tains and medical and administrative personnel. The
team manager will report directly to a Director of
Cricket, a new position. Former South African player
Corrie van Zyl, currently in charge of cricket path-
ways at CSA, will be acting Director of Cricket until a
full-time appointment is made. —AFP


