
HOUSTON: Four Houston Astros pitchers combined to
no-hit the Seattle Mariners Saturday night in a 9-0 win
in front of the home crowd, the second time the
Mariners have been victims of a combined no-hitter
this season. Aaron Sanchez made his debut with the
Astros a memorable affair, twirling six innings. Right-
handers Will Harris, Joe Biagini and Chris Devenski
each worked an inning to complete the no-hitter, the
12th in franchise history. Houston improved to 11-1
against Seattle this season.

Sanchez (4-14) was winless over his previous 17
starts with the Toronto Blue Jays, who shipped him to
Houston along with Biagini on Wednesday at the trade
deadline. Sanchez walked two and recorded six strike-
outs for his first win since April 27 against Oakland.
Jose Altuve, Michael Brantley, Yordan Alvarez, Alex
Bregman and Carlos Correa each posted multi-hit
games for Houston.

YANKEES 9, RED SOX 2 (GAME 1)
DJ LeMahieu homered twice as New York battered

Chris Sale again and cruised over visiting Boston in the
opener of a day-night doubleheader. It was LeMahieu’s
third career multi-homer game and gave him a career-
high 17 for the season. The Yankees beat Sale (5-11) for
the fourth time this season, having scored 22 earned
runs in 20 innings while hitting six homers off the left-
hander. New York’s Domingo German (14-2) won his
fifth straight decision, allowing two runs on five hits in
seven innings. He struck out seven and walked none and
became the first Yankees starter to complete seven
innings since CC Sabathia on July 6 against Tampa Bay.

YANKEES 6, RED SOX 4 (GAME 2)
Gleyber Torres homered in consecutive at-bats, and

Mike Tauchman delivered the go-ahead two-run single
as New York completed a doubleheader sweep over vis-
iting Boston. In front of the largest paid crowd (48,101)
of the season, the Yankees won their fourth straight and
beat Boston for the 10th time in 14 meetings this season
to move 13 1/5 games ahead of the third-place Red Sox
in the AL East. The Yankees swept Boston in a double-
header for the first time since Aug. 18, 2006, at Fenway
Park. The Red Sox are on their longest losing streak —
seven consecutive games — since July 2015, and their
54th loss matches their total from last season.

DIAMONDBACKS 18, NATIONALS 7
Eduardo Escobar had seven RBIs, and Arizona hit

three home runs against Stephen Strasburg, ending his
seven-start winning streak by smashing Washington in
Phoenix. Strasburg (14-5) was staked to a 2-0 lead
before he took the mound but then gave up a season-
high nine runs. He gave up a season-high-tying nine hits
— he also allowed nine vs. the D-backs on June 15 —
striking out seven and walking two. Escobar hit a two-
run home run in the first inning and crushed a three-run
shot in the eighth off second baseman Brian Dozier, the
second of two position players to pitch in the inning.
Nick Ahmed and Jake Lamb also homered off Strasburg,

who is 11-2 in his past 14 starts, with both losses coming
to Arizona.

CUBS 4, BREWERS 1
Albert Almora Jr. went 3-for-3, hit a tiebreaking solo

home run and drove in two runs to carry Chicago over
visiting Milwaukee. In his third game since being
acquired from the Detroit Tigers, Nicholas Castellanos
went 2-for-4 with a double and a run, and Javier Baez
tripled and added an eighth-inning RBI single in the
nine-hit effort by the Cubs. Chicago’s All-Star catcher,
Willson Contreras, left the game in the seventh inning
after grabbing the back of his right leg while running up
the line as he lined out to center. Manager Joe Maddon
said Contreras suffered a right hamstring strain and will
undergo an MRI exam on Monday.

TWINS 11, ROYALS 3
Nelson Cruz had his second three-home run game in

10 days and drove in five runs, while CJ Cron and Jorge
Polanco also homered to power Minnesota over Kansas
City in Minneapolis. The 39-year-old Cruz, who also hit
three homers in a 10-3 victory at Chicago on July 25,
moved past Johnny Bench into a tie with Graig Nettles
for 62nd on the all-time home run list with his 390th of
his career in the sixth inning off reliever Jorge Lopez, his
third of the game and 30th of the season. The reigning
American League Player of the Week now has 11 home
runs and 23 RBIs in his last nine starts and has also
homered in five consecutive games at Target Field.
Minnesota extended its major league record with at least
five home runs in a game to 10. The Twins lead the
majors with 216 homers.

A’S 8, CARDINALS 3
Right-hander Mike Fiers ran his unbeaten streak to 16

games, and Chad Pinder broke open a tight contest with
a pinch-hit, three-run home run, as Oakland thumped
visiting St. Louis in the opener of a two-game inter-
league series. Mark Canha had a two-run single, while
Marcus Semien and Chris Herrmann scored twice apiece
for the A’s, who won their fifth straight against the
Cardinals, including three in a row this season. Pitching
with a lead from the second inning on, Fiers (10-3)
checked the Cardinals on six hits over 5 2/3 innings. He
allowed one run and one walk, striking out four. The 34-
year-old improved to 8-0 in his last 16 starts overall and
5-0 in his last nine home outings.

BRAVES 5, REDS 4 (10 INNINGS)
Ronald Acuna Jr yanked a single down the left field

line to produce his first career walk-off and give Atlanta
the victory over visiting Cincinnati. Acuna, who put the
Braves ahead with a bases-loaded walk in the eighth
inning, fell behind with two quick strikes against Reds
reliever Robert Stephenson. After fouling off a pitch,
Acuna slapped one past third baseman Eugenio Suarez
to send Adam Duvall home with the winning run. The
Braves improved to 10-3 in extra-inning games and
evened the season series with the Reds at 3-3. The Reds

tied the game in the ninth against closer Shane Greene,
who was making his Atlanta debut. It was Greene’s
fourth blown save.

DODGERS 4, PADRES 1
Walker Buehler struck out 15 and delivered his sec-

ond career complete game, Justin Turner hit a home run
and Los Angeles beat visiting San Diego. Buehler (10-2)
reached double digits in victories for the first time in his
young career. It was also the fourth time he reached
double digits in strikeouts this season, all since June 3. He
has five career starts of at least 11 strikeouts. It was just
the second time the Dodgers defeated the Padres in the
last six times the teams have met. The Padres closed out
the first half with a three-game winning streak at Dodger
Stadium. The Padres are just 6-14 in the second half and
have yet to win consecutive games since that run against
the Dodgers.

GIANTS 6, ROCKIES 5
Scooter Gennett hit his first homer of the season,

Buster Posey had a go-ahead pinch-hit double, and visit-
ing San Francisco beat Colorado in Denver. Pablo
Sandoval had three hits, Sam Coonrod (2-0) pitched one
inning and Will Smith worked the ninth for his 27th save.
Charlie Blackmon and Trevor Story homered, and Daniel
Murphy had three hits for Colorado. Colorado rallied to
take the lead but lost it in the eighth inning. With one out,
reliever Carlos Estevez (1-2) walked pinch hitter Joe
Panik, then gave up a line single to Austin Slater. Posey
came on to pinch hit and lined a double to right to drive
in two and give the Giants a 6-5 lead.

METS 7, PIRATES 5
Wilson Ramos hit a go-ahead homer in the eighth

inning for two of his career-high six RBIs as visiting
New York evened its series against Pittsburgh. Ramos
also had a three-run double and an RBI single, and Jeff
McNeil hit a solo homer for New York. Marcus
Stroman got a no-decision in his Mets debut. He gave
up three runs and seven hits in 4 1/3 innings, with three
strikeouts and two walks. Starling Marte hit a two-run
homer in the bottom of the ninth and had an RBI single
for the Pirates. Pittsburgh starter Chris Archer missed
in his 10th attempt at reaching four wins. He gave up
one run and five hits in six innings, with six strikeouts
and two walks.

PHILLIES 3, WHITE SOX 2
Bryce Harper and Rhys Hoskins hit back-to-back

home runs in the fourth inning, Aaron Nola pitched
seven strong innings and the bullpen held on to lift host
Philadelphia over Chicago. Nick Pivetta pitched a per-
fect eighth before navigating trouble in the ninth,
including shortstop Jean Segura’s throwing error to
open the inning and Yolmer Sanchez’s RBI single later
in the frame. Pivetta recovered to strike out pinch hit-
ter Adam Engel with the tying run at third to notch his
first career save. Nola (10-2) capped his night with a
swinging strikeout of pinch hitter Matt Skole with the
potential tying run at third. Nola struck out 10 while
scattering one run, three hits and two walks. Chicago
limited the Phillies to four hits, but the early damage
against White Sox lefty Ross Detwiler (1-2) proved to
be enough. — Reuters 
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Warriors agree
with Green on
four-year 
extension: Report
SAN FRANCISCO: Three-time NBA cham-
pion Draymond Green has agreed to a four-
year maximum contract extension with the
Golden State Warriors, linking him to the club
until mid-2024, ESPN reported on Saturday.
The 29-year-old power forward, an emotional
leader as well as a versatile playmaker, was
set to become a free agent next July but will
stay with the Warriors, his agent, Rich Paul,
told ESPN.

Green’s remaining contract now goes for
five years and pays $118 million. Green pro-
vides inside power and rebounding that helps
provide room for 3-point sharpshooters
Stephen Curry and Klay Thompson to maxi-
mize their outside shooting skills. After help-
ing the Warriors win the 2015 NBA crown, he
combined with All-Star center Kevin Durant
on a formidable Warriors’ dynasty lineup that
brought titles in 2017 and 2018 before Durant
was hurt in the 2019 playoffs and Golden
State lost the NBA Finals in June to the
Toronto Raptors.

Green, the league’s Defensive Player of the
Year in 2017, has been on the NBA’s All-
Defensive first or second team for five con-
secutive seasons. Since his NBA debut in
2012, Green has a team-high 22 triple-doubles
and the fifth-most in the NBA in that span.
Along with guard D’Angelo Russell plus
Curry and Thompson, Green gives the
Warriors four NBA All-Stars under contract
as they move into a new $1 billion arena in
San Francisco next season.

Thompson, who suffered a major left knee
injury in the NBA Finals, signed a five-year
maximum deal worth $190 million in July.
Russell was obtained in a trade deal that
helped Durant wind up in Brooklyn and
signed to a four-year contract worth $117
million. Green has career averages of 9.1
points, 6.9 rebounds, 4.6 assists, 1.4 steals
and 1.1 blocked shots a game in the regular
season. In his 123 career playoff appear-
ances, those figures all rise to 12.5 points, 9.3
rebounds, 6.1 assists, 1.6 steals and 1.5
blocks a game. — AFP 

Four Astros pitchers combine 
to no-hit visiting Mariners 9-0

HOUSTON: Joe Biagini #29 of the Houston Astros pitches in the eighth inning against the Seattle Mariners at
Minute Maid Park. — AFP  

Asian Schoolboy
Boxing Championship
2019 opening
ceremony
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: President of Kuwait Olympic Committee
Sheikh Fahad Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
declared the Asian Schoolboy Boxing Championship
2019 Kuwait Open, at Kuwait Sports Club Saturday
evening. The tournament is being hosted by Kuwait until
the 9th of August and has 150 boxers from 21 countries
participating.

The opening ceremony was attended by the President
of Asian Boxing Federation Anas Al-Otaiba, Deputy
Director General of Public Authority for Sports Dr Saqer
Al-Mulla, KOC Secretary Hussein Al-Musallam,
Chairman of Kuwait Boxing Federation Mohammad
Mansi as well as heads of delegations. Sheikh Fahad
Nasser Al-Sabah welcomed Kuwait’s guests and wished
them all the success, he also thanked the chairman of
KBF and its members for their massive efforts to ensure
success of the championship. He said Kuwait will host 4
to 5 continental and international championships during
the next six months.

Meanwhile, Deputy Director General of PAS Dr Saqer
Al-Mulla said he was happy with the participation of the
continent in the first championship hosted by the country
after the suspension was lifted. He said “Kuwait remains
the cradle of these sports gatherings, and we are honored
to support these championships that will act as our path-
way to the return of international arenas.” President of
the Asian Federation Anas Al-Otaibi lauded the great
efforts that were exerted by the Kuwait Federation and
lauded the major hospitality the guests enjoyed.

Matches of day 1 
The 37 kg category saw Philippine’s Joshua Sorillo

defeating Sri Lanka’s Senuka Dulran Weerasinghe, and
Jordan’s Awos Mohammad defeating Kuwait’s Jaber Al-
Otaibi, and Tajekstan’s Ruslan Gufurov defeating Syria’s
Qadous Alhassan and Uzbekistan’s Mahmudov Hojiakbar
defeating Palestine’s Karam Saqqa.

In the 40kg category, Afghanistan’s Mohammad
Younus Amiri defeated Palestine’s Ismail Ghaith, Sri
Lanka’s Ashan Shreemal Thalewela Gedara defeated
Kuwait’s Omar Al-Otaibi, Turkmstan’s Alisher Orazbayef
defeated Philippine’s Van Hendrichi Abig, Syria’s
Mohammad Ali defeated Jordan’s Hamza Mallas,
Uzbekistan’s Abdulaziz Burkushev defeated
Kazakhstan’s Farrukh Tulaganov, India’s Neeru defeated
Iraq’s Hussein Ali Al-Khazraj and Kazakh’s Amir Seilkhan
defeated Tajik’s Alisher Saidov. 

In the 46 kg category, Philippine’s Lofranco Reymond
defeated Iraq’s Hussein Jassim, Tajik’s Amirkhon
Rustmov defeated Bahrain’s Ali Bu Khalaf, Thailand’s
Phisit Paochanthuek defeated Sri Lanka’s Kavindu
Madushan, India’s Nikhil defeated Iran’s Adnan Gorgich.


