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In this file photo ( From left) Musicians Haig Papazian, Carl Gerges and
Hamed Sinno of Mashrou’ Leila pose for a picture in New York. — AFP photos

Demonstrators gather in support of Lebanese indie band Mashrou’ Leila at Samir Kassir Square in downtown
Beirut.

ADutch band said yesterday it had cancelled its gig at
a top Lebanon festival in solidarity with a Lebanese
group pulled from the event after threats over

alleged offence to Christians. Within Temptation joined
other activists in protest after festival organizers last week
pulled Lebanese indie group Mashrou’ Leila from the pro-
gram over fears of “bloodshed”. The Dutch symphonic-
rock outfit had been set to play on Wednesday at the event
in the Christian-majority seaside town of Byblos. “We have
decided to cancel our show in Byblos in solidarity with
Mashrou’ Leila and in support of tolerance, freedom of
speech and expression,” they said in a statement on
Facebook. They made the decision after learning the festi-
val had withdrawn Mashrou’ Leila from the program “due
to security reasons after religious fanatics demanded their
performance to be cancelled followed by violent threats”,

they said. Lebanese clerics have accused Mashrou’ Leila,
whose singer is openly gay, of offending Christians in two
of their songs titled “Idols” and “Djin”. Critics on social
media also threatened to attack the concert if the Lebanese
band went ahead with the performance on August 9.

Yesterday, the festival’s artistic director said he was
saddened to have lost another band but did not regret last
week’s decision to cancel Mashrou’ Leila. “The security of
our artists and audience is our absolute priority,” Naji Baz
told AFP. “We have never before cancelled a performance...
If we did it this time, albeit with an enraged heart, it’s
because we absolutely had to,” he said. Mashrou’ Leila has
said it “sincerely regrets causing offence to anyone’s
beliefs” but denied that any of its songs were religiously
offensive. 

Rights groups have denounced an increase in restric-

tions on freedom of expression, while activists and fans
have protested in the street and online. Religiously diverse
Lebanon is one of the Middle East’s more liberal countries,
but its myriad of recognized sects still wield major influ-
ence over social and cultural affairs. Mashrou’ Leila has
often played in Lebanon since forming in 2008 while its
members were still students at the American University of
Beirut. But it has created waves in the religiously conserva-
tive Middle East. After a Mashrou’ Leila concert in Egypt in
2017, at which members of the audience waved a rainbow
flag, Egyptian authorities launched a crackdown on the
country’s LGBT community. Its concerts in Jordan were
cancelled in 2016 and 2017. — AFP

Kevin Spacey makes first
public appearance in 2
years in Rome

US actor Kevin Spacey, under investigation for sexu-
al assault in the US and Britain, has made a public
appearance in Rome, his first in two years, La

Repubblica daily reported yesterday. The daily posted a
video on its website showing Spacey, dressed in a suit and
tie, reciting a poem outdoors before “a handful of specta-
tors”.  The actor made his appearance near a Hellenistic
bronze statue “Boxer at Rest”, also known as the “Terme
Boxer”, at the Palazzo Massimo alle Terme, La Repubblica
said. The statue shows a sitting nude boxer. “It’s his first
public appearance in two years,” it said. The work Spacey
recited, in English, is by Gabriele Tinti, a contemporary
Italian poet, in which he gives the statue a voice.

The Rome trip comes after prosecutors last month
dropped sexual assault proceedings against Spacey fol-
lowing the collapse of the case over his alleged victim’s
refusal to testify. William Little had accused the 60-year-
old filmstar of groping him in a bar on the upscale resort
island of Nantucket in July 2016. Spacey has always
insisted on his innocence of the charges. It is the latest
chapter in Hollywood’s reckoning over sexual assault and
harassment, which has already seen television icon Bill
Cosby jailed, with movie mogul Harvey Weinstein’s trial
set to begin in September. 

Spacey is a two-time Oscar-winner-recognised for
his supporting role in “The Usual Suspects” in 1996 and
his lead role in “American Beauty” in 2000 — and con-
sidered one of the finest actors of his generation. He was
dropped from the cast of Netflix’s “House of Cards” and
from a leading role in director Ridley Scott’s “All the
Money in the World,” with Christopher Plummer brought
in as a last-second replacement. In addition to the
Nantucket case, two other investigations are underway in
Los Angeles and London, where Spacey served as artis-
tic director of the prestigious Old Vic theatre from 2004
to 2015. — AFP

Kevin Spacy

Kevin Hart is set to star in a remake of ‘Uptown
Saturday Night’. The 40-year-old comedian is
poised to join forces with director Rick Famuyiwa

to make a reworked version of the 1974 Sidney Poitier-
directed comedy, according to The Hollywood Reporter.
Kenya Barris has penned the most recent draft of the
remake and he is also expected to co-produce the project.
The original movie told the story of two friends who were
robbed at a fancy nightclub. One of the items they had
stolen was a winning lottery ticket and the duo spend the
rest of the evening desperately trying to recover the ticket.
Despite being one of Hollywood’s most in-demand stars,
Kevin previously claimed that fame isn’t “real”. The stand-
up star conceded that fame can be easily “snatched from
you”. He explained: “This thing ain’t real. It can be
snatched from you. Look at how many stars they build up
to beat down.  “Look at Britney Spears when she was the
hottest thing ever. Then Britney went through a meltdown
and everybody is like ‘Well we don’t know about this chick
here.’ Then she got back again and everybody was like,
‘We love you Britney!’ It was like ‘What?!’ You’re  all over
the place, people.’ “It’s not like your life changes because
of the level of success that you have. At the end of the day
people are people.  “If you come up to take a picture of
me and I’m with my kids, I’m gonna politely tell you, ‘Hey
man, I appreciate your support, but I’m on daddy time
right now.’ As a person you should understand that.”-Bang
Showbiz

Tori Kelly would love to collaborate with Pharrell.
The ‘Should’ve Been Us’ hitmaker dreams of work-
ing alongside the legendary music producer and

rapper Kendrick Lamar as she thinks it would be exciting
to see these two different genres be put together. She
exclusively told BANG Showbiz: “I definitely love so many
different styles of music. I’d love to collaborate with more
people. Oh my gosh, that’s so hard [to pick a top three].
That’s hard. I don’t know. I feel like Pharrell would be dope
to work with. He’s fun. Oh, and Kendrick Lamar. That’ll be
cool. I’ll stick with those. They’re both in the hip hop
world. It’s fun to experience as an artist. Like I said before,
it’s all about the chapter of life you’re in.” Tori felt it was
important with her new album, ‘Inspired By True Events’,
to let the songs “lead the way”. Asked if it was hard to
integrate gospel and pop into vulnerability, she shared: “It
wasn’t too difficult. I kind of just let the stories of these
songs lead the way. The production we wanted to keep
really simple, even though there are some gospel elements
in some of the songs but I worked a lot with Jimmy Napes.
He’s an incredible producer and songwriter and he was
really good at making me open up and be more vulnerable,
kind of hand-holding me through this process of just shar-
ing my emotions. We wanted the music to not get in the
way of lyrics.” And Tori credits Jimmy for allowing her to
write songs about “uncomfortable” things. She added: “It
felt like I got to a place after a year of writing just random
songs, which I love, but there wasn’t a theme yet. So when
I came out here and worked with Jimmy there was a
breaking point. There was a week where we come out
here, we had ‘Change Your Mind’, ‘Sorry Would Go A
Long Way’ and ‘Before The Dawn’ all in one week. Which
is crazy, that’s like out of 100 songs ... Even though some
of those things were uncomfortable it was like ‘I have to
say these things’ there’s no way I can run from it and put
out a different kind of album.” Tori Kelly’s new album,
‘Inspired By True Events’, is out on August 9.

Cabello bemoans
the influence of
social media
Camila Cabello thinks social media has created

unrealistic beauty standards. The 22-year-old
singer has posted a note on her Instagram

Stories in response to people criticizing her body
shape, saying that young girls are “growing up in an
airbrushed world”. She wrote on the platform:
“Honestly first thing I felt was super insecure just
IMAGINING what these pictures must look like, oh
no! My cellulite! Oh no! I didn’t suck in my stomach!
“But then I was like... of course there are bad pic-
tures, of course there are bad angles, my body’s not
made of rock, or all muscle, for that matter, but the
saddest part of young girls growing up in an air-
brushed world is they’re seeking a perfection that’s
not real. (sic)” The brunette beauty explained that
she was determined to speak up on behalf of young
women around the world. She said: “I’m writing this
for girls like my little sister who are growing up on
social media. They’re constantly seeing photo-
shopped, edited pictures and thinking that’s reality,
and everyone’s eyes get used to seeing airbrushed
skin, an suddenly they think THAT’S the norm. ?!!! It
isn’t. It’s fake. AND FAKE IS BECOMING THE
NEW REAL. We have a completely unrealistic view
of a woman’s body. Girls, cellulite is normal, fat is
normal. It’s beautiful and natural. (sic)”.

Kent’s acting 
training improves her
filmmaking skills

Jennifer Kent credits her “rigorous acting training” for
making her a good filmmaker. The ‘Nightingale’ direc-
tor underwent classic training when she was younger

and it gave her “a real respect” for writing and allowed her
to be more “rigorous” with her actors too. She said: “I
think I had a very rigorous acting training, I had the best
training as it was years spent devoted to the art of per-
formance. I got to know the classics and all of the great
writers and so you start to inhabit these incredibly com-
plex characters. It gave me a real respect for writing and
for story and for experience doing it and it makes me rig-
orous with my actors.” And the 50-year-old actress
turned filmmaker has been “attracted” to scary stories
since she was a child. She added: “I wrote this story called
‘Scottie and The Land of Terrible creatures’ and my mum
gave it to me when I was thinking, ‘Am I ever going to
make a film’ and she handed it to me this book that I made
when I was a kid and it’s really the story of ‘The
Babadook’ which is really bizarre. I’ve been attracted to
scary stories since I was a kid, and one of the first films to
hit me was Bambi, it was a dark film.” Jennifer took the
crafting of her new movie “very seriously”. Speaking on
Collider’s horror podcast, ‘The Witching Hour!’, she said: “I
think ‘The Nightingale’ is a war film so I had a commitment

that I made to telling that honestly and that involved a lot
of research and for both films, love and kindness runs
underneath everything that is going on. Especially with
‘The Nightingale’ I feel disturbed by the lack of empathy
in our world and I see it vanishing and the importance of it
so to get to that light you have to go through the darkness.
It was very tough and I took it very seriously.”


