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Iran seizes third foreign ship 
in Gulf in less than a month 

News in brief
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US struggles to build willing coalition amid Hormuz tensions 

An image grab taken from the Islamic Republic of Iran News Network (IRINN) state television channel yester-
day reportedly shows a view of a foreign tanker seized by Iran in the Gulf. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iran has seized a foreign tanker in the Gulf,
state media said yesterday, in what would be the third
such seizure in a month amid heightened tensions with
its foe the United States. The Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps “seized this ship around Farsi Island
which was carrying around 700,000 litres of smug-
gled fuel”, said a Guards statement quoted by the offi-
cial news agency IRNA. Seven foreign crew were
arrested in the operation carried out on Wednesday
night, said Fars news agency, which is considered
close to the Guards.

Tensions between arch-enemies Iran and the US
have soared this year after Washington stepped up its
campaign of “maximum pressure” against Tehran. Ships
have been attacked, drones downed and oil tankers
seized since May, a year after the United States with-
drew from a landmark nuclear deal between Iran and
world powers and began reimposing biting sanctions
against the country. At the height of the crisis, US
President Donald Trump called off air strikes against
Iran at the last minute in June after the Islamic repub-
lic’s forces shot down a US drone. 

The seizure of the latest tanker would be the third by
Iran in less than a month in Gulf waters - a conduit for
much of the world’s crude oil. On July 18, the Guards
said they had detained the Panama-flagged for MT
Riah for alleged fuel smuggling. And a day later, they
announced they had impounded the British-flagged
Stena Impero in the Strait of Hormuz for breaking

“international maritime rules”. The identity of the latest
vessel seized and the nationality of its crew had not yet
been revealed yesterday. But British officials later said
all British-flagged vessels had been accounted for, and
that there was no suggestion that any British nationals
among the crew.

The Guards said their boats had been patrolling the
Gulf to control traffic and detect illicit trade when they
seized the tanker. “The ship was transferred to Bushehr
and its smuggled fuel was handed over” to the authori-
ties in coordination with judicial authorities, said a
statement. Fars quoted Brigadier General Ramezan
Zirahi, a commander of the Guards who carried out the
seizure, as saying the tanker had been en route to deliv-
er fuel to Gulf Arab states.

The reports came after an Iranian general said the
chances of a conflict breaking out in the Gulf region
had decreased. “At first glance, it may seem that the sit-
uation in the Persian Gulf is heading towards a military
conflict but when studying the situation more deeply,
we see that chances for such a conflict become less
probable,” said Brigadier General Ahmadreza
Pourdastan. “All countries which have interests in the
region are by no means willing to see a new crisis in the
Middle East,” he said, quoted by Mehr news agency.
“The military capabilities of our armed forces are to
such an extent that the enemies don’t dare go for a mili-
tary option against us.
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EL PASO: This CCTV image shows a gunman identified as Patrick Crusius, 21, as
he enters the Cielo Vista Walmart store on Saturday. — AFP 

KHARTOUM: General Mohamed Hamdan Daglo (right), Sudan’s deputy head of the
Transitional Military Council, and protest leader Ahmed Rabie shake hands after
signing the constitutional declaration at a ceremony attended by African Union
and Ethiopian mediators yesterday. —  AFP 

DOVER, United Kingdom: Screen grab from a video shows Franky Zapata on his
jet-powered “flyboard” as he arrives at St Margaret’s Bay after flying across the
35-km Channel yesterday. — AFP 

EL PASO: The United States was in mourn-
ing yesterday for victims of two mass shoot-
ings that killed 29 people in less than 24 hours
as debate raged over whether President
Donald Trump’s rhetoric was partly to blame
for surging gun violence. The rampages
turned innocent snippets of everyday life into
nightmares of bloodshed: 20 people shot
dead while shopping at a crowded Walmart in
El Paso, Texas on Saturday morning, and nine
more outside a bar in a popular nightlife dis-

trict in Dayton, Ohio just 13 hours later.
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-

Jaber Al-Sabah cabled Trump, expressing
heartfelt condolences. The Amir wished the
wounded quick recovery, affirming Kuwait’s
strong condemnation of this criminal act that
targeted innocent lives, in contradiction of
human tenets and values. HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent
similar cables to the US president. 

In Texas another 26 people were wounded,
and 27 in Ohio. In Dayton, the shooter, armed
with a long gun, was killed by police in less
than a minute. They just happened to be nearby
and prevented a casualty toll that could have
been many times greater, local officials said.
Still, in those few seconds the shooter managed

to mow down dozens of people. “You could see
the bodies actually start to fall and we knew it
was bigger than just even a shootout,” Anthony
Reynolds, who was outside the Dayton bar
when the shooting started, told NBC News. 

Reynolds described the shooter as a white
man dressed all in black, with his face cov-
ered and armed with an assault rifle. Police
later named the gunman as a 24-year-old
white man called Connor Betts and said that
his sister was among those killed. In Texas, a
suspect surrendered shortly after the mas-
sacre and was described in media reports as
a 21-year-old white man named Patrick
Crusius who was believed to have posted
online a manifesto denouncing a “Hispanic
invasion” of Texas. El Paso, on the border
with Mexico, is majority Latino.
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File opening fees scrapped

KUWAIT: Health Ministry Assistant Undersecretary
for Private Medical Services Dr Fatima Al-Najjar said
fees for opening patient files in all private clinics have
been cancelled. She said that those who violate this
decision will face legal action. — A Saleh 

Health insurance online only

KUWAIT: The interior and health ministries have
adopted the automation of health insurance services,
so the paper receipt of health insurance has been can-
celled and payments should be made online for all iqa-
ma types through the www.moh.gov.kw link. Holders
of article 20 residence permits can pay online through
the health ministry site or at service centers (until Nov
1, 2019) by K-Net. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Utility tariff ‘cheats’ targeted

KUWAIT: Informed sources said the ministry of
electricity and water will review lists of tenants in
commercial and investment areas after noticing that
expats live in flats that are registered in the names of
Kuwaitis to avoid paying higher power and water
bills, as Kuwaitis are still subjected to the previous
lower tariffs. — A Saleh

Kuwait bourse Gulf’s best this year 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s stock exchange has surpassed all
others in the Gulf region since the start of the year,
with gains worth 20.4 percent, according to a local
asset management and investment firm. Boursa
Kuwait’s Main Market Index rose by 4.9 percent,
while the Premier Market Index gained 5.8 percent
last month, said a report by Kuwait Financial Center
(Markaz). — KUNA  

KHARTOUM: Sudan’s ruling generals
and protest leaders signed a hard-won
constitutional declaration yesterday,
paving the way for a transition to civilian
rule after more than seven months of
demonstrations and violence. Under the
agreement, signed at a ceremony in the
capital Khartoum, a joint civilian-military
ruling body will oversee the formation of
a civilian government and parliament to
govern for a three-year transition period.

The declaration was the result of
fraught negotiations between the leaders
of mass protests, which erupted last

December against the three-decade rule
of president Omar Al-Bashir, and the
generals who ousted him in April. It
builds on a July 17 power-sharing deal
between the two sides. Protest move-
ment leader Ahmed Rabie and the
deputy head of the ruling military coun-
cil General Mohamed Hamdan Daglo
signed the declaration at a ceremony
attended by African Union and Ethiopian
mediators.

“We turned a tough page of Sudan’s
history by signing this agreement,”
Daglo, who flashed a victory sign after
making a short speech, told reporters.
The signing was met by applause in the
hall as representatives from both sides
shook hands. Members of the protest
umbrella group, the Alliance for Freedom
and Change, broke into tears as they
exchanged hugs. 
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SANGATTE, France: A French dare-
devil who spent years developing a jet-
powered hoverboard zoomed across the
English Channel yesterday, fulfilling his
quest after pulling off a tricky refuelling
maneuver that cut short his first attempt
10 days ago. Franky Zapata blasted off
on his “flyboard” from Sangatte on the
northern coast of France at 8:17 am
(0617 GMT) for the 35-km trip to St
Margaret’s Bay in Dover. Escorted by
three helicopters, he soared across the

water in the early morning light and
landed 22 minutes later in the pictur-
esque bay, to the applause of dozens of
onlookers and journalists.

“I’m feeling good. I’m feeling happy,
I’m feeling lucky. This is just an amazing
moment for me,” Zapata told AFP after
landing. He said the indicators in the
visor of his helmet showed he raced over
the busy shipping lane at a speed of
160-170 km/h, doing zigzags as he
neared the coast to try to ease the
fatigue in his legs. Minutes after
descending from the metal platform
where he landed his craft, Zapata broke
down in tears of emotion while talking
on the phone to his 10-year-old son,
who could be heard saying, “Dad, you’re
the best!”
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