
Asian Juniors 
Boxing 
tournament begins
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The preliminary matches of the
first Asian Juniors tournament are set to be
completed today. They began yesterday
under the patronage of Kuwait Olympic
Committee President Sheikh Fahad Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad.

The tournament’s draw was made in pres-
ence of Vice President of International Boxing
Association, President of Asian Boxing
Federation Anas Al-Otaiba, Kuwait Boxing
Federation President Mohammad Mansi, heads
of federations and technical managers of par-
ticipating teams. Teams from Qatar, Bhutan
and Indonesia decided not to participate mak-
ing the total of countries participating reach 21
with around 150 boxers participating in total.

Vice President of IBA, President of ABF
Anas Al-Otaibi lauded the organization of the
Asian Juniors Boxing tournament. He said “I
am pleased with the distinguished organiza-
tion, that comes after lifting the international
sports suspension and significant participation
by 21 countries, in the first juniors tournament.
I am happy to be in Kuwait as the signs of the
tournament’s success are now clear. This was
only made possible through the outstanding
efforts of the organizing committees and their
interest in all details. KBF has proved to be a
capable host of these continental tournaments.

Al-Otaiba said boxing in Asia now has a
special status through the countries’ care for

the sport and its efforts to popularize it. Today,
Asia has several champions in various weights
and world level facilities, which promises a
better future for boxing. Al-Otaiba urged par-
ticipants to be keen on fair play, and continue
training in order to reach even higher statuses
in the future.

He said the ABF will continue organizing
such tournaments because it serves a large
number of promising boxers, adding there will

be two more upcoming tournaments - the
Asian Juniors Boxing tournament next October
in UAE, and youth tournament in Mongolia in
Nov 2019. Head of the Syrian Boxing
Federation Mohammad Shabeeb said he is
happy to be in Kuwait and thanked Kuwait’s
Federation for organizing this major event. He
said the competition will be strong because
most participating countries has specialized
boxing schools for many years.

NARAHA: The J-Village sports complex in Japan’s
Fukushima was once a staging ground for battling the
2011 nuclear disaster, but next year it will host Olympic
teams and the torch relay, sending a message of recov-
ery. The Tokyo 2020 Olympic torch relay will begin at
the centre, and Olympic softball and baseball matches
will be played elsewhere in Fukushima, as part of
efforts that officials and residents hope will help repair
the reputation of a region now synonymous with the
nuclear meltdown.

“The torch relay is a golden opportunity to send a
message about our reconstruction to the world,” said
Yusuke Takana, a 32-year-old official at the J-Village,
from where the Olympic torch will set off on March 26,
2020. “The J-Village overcame the disaster and has
been revived in its original form as a sports training
centre,” Takana said. Built in 1997 as a fully fledged
sport training complex, the J-Village was radically
transformed by the nuclear meltdown.

Thousands of workers wearing radiation protection
suits, gas masks and dosimeters were dispatched every
day to the crippled Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power
plant from the sports centre, located just on the edge of
the initial 20-kilometre no-go zone. Sports fields were
used as a heliport, a decontamination centre and tem-
porary houses were set up for plant workers, while
armored vehicles and firefighters were stationed at its
parking lots.

“It was so painful to see these buildings being put
up on the ground where we trained in our youth,” said
Ayako Masuda, a former goalkeeper with a women’s
football club run by the nuclear plant operator Tokyo
Electric Power (TEPCO). The J-Village’s pitch was her
team’s home ground, said the 44-year-old, who stayed
with TEPCO as an employee after retiring from football.

‘Difficult tasks’ remain 
The complex clean-up at the nuclear plant contin-

ues, but the J-Village’s role as a staging centre dimin-
ished over time and it reopened fully as a sports centre
in April. On a Friday afternoon, schoolboys were kick-
ing and heading a ball on the turf as part of a summer
football camp, cheered from the sidelines by coaches
and parents. “The pitch is beautiful. It’s well worth play-
ing here,” said Ryuki Asai, a 12-year-old boy in his
team’s soccer uniform.

There are few signs of the role the J-Village once
played, though a digital display showing radiation levels
still operates outside the front gate. It registered 0.111
microsieverts per hour at the gate — barely different
from 0.110 in central Japan’s Gifu. Emiko Takahashi was
visiting with her son from Tokyo, and had checked the
radiation levels posted on the J-Village website.
“Coming here with my son is a way of supporting
Fukushima’s reconstruction,” Takahashi said.

The complex will be used for training by Japan’s
men’s and women’s national football teams ahead of the
Olympics, and Argentina’s rugby team plans to train
there before the World Cup that begins in Japan on
September 20. Fukushima Governor Masao Uchibori
called the facility a symbol of reconstruction while
acknowledging that “difficult tasks” remained.

‘I want to come back’ 
More than 160,000 people were evacuated after the

nuclear meltdown caused when a 9.0-magnitude earth-
quake triggered a massive tsunami on March 11, 2011.
Some areas affected by the meltdown remain off-limits,
and some 43,000 residents have yet to return home.
Levels of radiation in areas directly around the plant
remain extremely high, hampering a decommissioning
process that is expected to take decades.

And while radiation levels are now largely normal
outside the restricted zone, Fukushima is still fighting its
association with the meltdown, particularly fears over
the safety of local food. “The reputation damage

remains deeply rooted,” said Shunji Miura, an official
from Fukushima prefecture. As part efforts to rehabili-
tate its reputation, Fukushima will host Olympic matches
in softball and baseball — Japan’s most popular sport.

Yesterday, children from 13 countries gathered at the
Azuma Sports Park that will host the Olympic matches
for a baseball tournament. “I hope that when these chil-
dren go back home they will tell people that Fukushima

was good,” said Sadaharu Oh, Japan’s retired home-run
king, who helped organize the tournament. “And I hope
that those who hear that from them will change their
image” of Fukushima, Oh added. Yi-Yu Tseng, a 10-
year-old pitcher from Taiwan, acknowledged the histo-
ry of the nuclear disaster made the prospect of visiting
“a little bit scary”. “But I’m feeling less scared now,” he
said.  “I want to come back to Fukushima.” — AFP 
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‘A golden chance’: Japan’s Fukushima 
eyes Olympics for recovery message

From nuclear disaster to fully-fledged Olympic sports venue 

NARAHA: Picture taken in the J-Village during a media tour in Naraha, Fukushima prefecture. — AFP 
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Froome 
undeterred by
injuries, eyes 
fifth Tour crown
LONDON: British cycling great Chris
Froome is determined to bid for a record-
equaling fifth Tour de France crown next
year after the horrific injuries he suffered
in a crash ruled him out of this year’s edi-
tion. The 34-year-old Kenya-born rider
— whose Ineos team-mate Egon Bernal
won the world’s greatest cycling race last
month — says he is ahead of schedule in
recovering from the accident in France on
June 12 in which he broke his neck, femur,
elbow, hip and ribs.

Froome, who is undergoing three to
four hours of physio and two hours of
exercises a day, told Team Ineos in his
first interview since the accident —
which occurred when he took one hand
off the handlebars to blow his nose —
strange as it sounded his injuries could
have been far worse. “It’s safe to say I’m
ahead of all the predictions made initially
of how long it would take,” he said.  “The
news from the surgeon when he said I
could make a full recovery and there’s
nothing stopping me — that’s all I wanted
to hear at that point. “From then, every-
thing was so positive. I was incredibly
lucky not to be more seriously injured.”

Froome, who has seven Grand Tour vic-
tories to his name (two Vuelta and one

Giro being the others), said all he was tar-
getting was being alongside his team-
mates at next year’s Tour de France. “For
me the underlying goal is to get to the
start line in 2020 and be at a similar or
better position than I was this year,” he
said. “That’s what is driving me at the
moment.” Froome, who will have strong
competition from within the team as to
who is team leader next year with both
Bernal and 2018 winner Geraint Thomas
likely to be lining up, said his initial thought
after coming off his bike was would he be
fit for this year’s Tour de France.

“I can remember lying on the ground
and the first responders coming over to
me,” said Froome. “My coach Tim
Kerrison, Garry Blem, my mechanic, and
Servais Knaven, my director, were all in
the car behind me. “I can remember
speaking to them and my first question
was ‘can I get back on my bike’ and ‘am I
going to be alright for the Tour de
France?’. “They very quickly put that out
of my mind. They made it very clear that I
wasn’t moving anywhere and I should lie
still and that I wouldn’t be carrying on the
rest of the race (Criterium du Dauphine a
key prep race for the Tour).”

Froome, who admitted he could “bare-
ly breathe after undergoing surgery”, said
he found it tough to come to terms with
his emotions the day after the accident.
“It was scary when I came round the
morning after the operation and felt how
hopeless I was lying in that bed,” he said.
“Just 24 hours previously I had hoped to
win the Dauphine and it was polar oppo-
sites. It was quite hard coming to terms
with that.” — AFP 

Cancer Aware 
Nation organizes 
basketball match
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Cancer Aware Nation (CAN) organ-
ized a basketball match in cooperation with
Kuwait’s Special Olympics committee under the
slogan “sports is a way of life.” The match
included both male and female athletes as the
two teams had disabled and regular players.

Deputy Chairman of CAN Dr Khalid Al-
Saleh said it is important to follow a healthy

pattern that contributes to health and help in
protection against diseases. He explained that
researches at the American society for tumors
attributed nearly 25% of cancer cases in
women and 33% in men to factors related to
their lifestyle, also a significant number of
deaths due to cancer can be linked to those fac-
tors. Dr Al-Saleh said the campaign coincides
with the important role CAN plays to spread
awareness about the disease, out of its social
responsibility to spread awareness amongst all
groups of society, adding that organizing such
activities leaves a good impression with both
healthy and ill people.

Dr Al-Saleh also said that CAN is keen to
participate in activities that reach out to the
entire society, particularly those that care for
the health awareness factor. He added that

awareness and educating society are the
best means that fight the various types of ill-
nesses including cancer which is a true threat
to our health.

Meanwhile, Al-Sheikha Sheikha Al-Abdallah
lauded the match’s idea as well as the activities
that aim at supporting the health sector and
called for more sports activities that strengthens
the rule of CAN to increase awareness of the
importance of early detection of diseases. The
match was organized by Haido Academy, within
its partnership with CAN and other entities
including the Kuwait Ambition Club and its
Deputy Chairman Huda Al-Khalidi, Kuwait
Olympic Council represented by Deputy
Chairwoman Hayat Mustafa, sports activities
official CAN and CAN Manager Hanaa Jamal.
The activity was hosted by Kazima Sports Club.

‘I can still play,’
says free agent
Anthony
LOS ANGELES: Carmelo Anthony
insisted Friday he is determined to res-
urrect his NBA career after the disap-
pointment of being released by the
Houston Rockets. In an interview with
ESPN’s First Take show on Friday, the
35-year-old future Hall of Famer said he
hopes to land a place on a roster for the
upcoming season after a period of “re-
evaluating” his commitment to the sport.

“Silence is not my surrender,”
Anthony said, adamant that he can still
contribute at the highest level. “I know I
can still play.” Anthony, a 10-time All-
Star, was let go by the Rockets in
January in a trade to the Chicago Bulls.
He was then waived by the Bulls on
February 1. Anthony said being let go by
Houston, where had been recruited to
provide support for James Harden and
Chris Paul, had left him “emotionally vul-
nerable” and teetering close to depres-
sion. “I honestly felt that I was fired,”
Anthony said. “I felt like (what) other
people go through on a day-to-day
basis. People get fired.” “I felt like the
game didn’t want me back at that point
in time,” he added.

Anthony added that the news of his

release by Rockets general manager
Daryl Morey had also come as a sur-
prise. “He came in and basically said,
‘Look, your services are no longer need-
ed,’” Anthony said. “I was like, ‘What?
Hold up. What the hell are you talking
about?’ ... You telling me I can’t make a
nine, ten-man rotation on this team?’
That was an ego hit. That was a pride
hit.” Anthony joined the Rockets last
year after spending the 2017-2018 sea-
son with the Oklahoma City Thunder.
Prior to that, he spent six years with the
New York Knicks after playing for the
Denver Nuggets from 2003-2011.
Anthony, the all-time leading scorer of
the US national basketball team and a
member of three Olympic gold medal-
winning line-ups, has averaged 24.0
points and 6.5 rebounds over his career.

NBA Christmas slate 
In related news, a showdown between

the Los Angeles Lakers and Los Angeles
Clippers, likely to feature LeBron James
against Kawhi Leonard, will be this
year’s feature NBA Christmas game,
ESPN reported Friday. Citing league
sources, the sports network’s website
reported the annual holiday slate with
the battle of Staples Center tenants the
biggest matchup. Four-time NBA Most
Valuable Player James and new team-
mate Anthony Davis will lead the Lakers
against reigning NBA Finals MVP Kawhi
Leonard and Paul George of the
Clippers as the NBA’s premier pairs dis-
play their skills. — AFP 


