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Netflix unveiled the trailer for Martin Scorsese’s
long-awaited new film, “The Irishman”-a major
project for the streaming giant featuring power-

house Oscar winners Robert de Niro, Al Pacino and Joe
Pesci, all digitally enhanced to look younger. The crime
epic tells the story of powerful union leader Jimmy Hoffa
(Pacino), crime boss Russell Bufalino (Pesci) and Frank
“The Irishman” Sheeran (De Niro), who claimed he killed
more than 25 people on their orders. The film is adapted
from “I Heard You Paint Houses,” a book by Charles
Brandt based on interviews with Sheeran.

This is the first time that Pacino has worked with
Scorsese, and the ninth that De Niro has collaborated
with the Oscar-winning veteran director. Producers have

used anti-aging digital effects-based on a technology
first developed by Industrial Light & Magic, founded by
George Lucas.  The result is striking, particularly on the
75-year-old De Niro, who is made to look decades
younger. The film falls squarely in the wheelhouse of
Scorsese, known for other crime epics like “Goodfellas,”
“Casino” and “The Departed.” This time, he is working
within the confines of real-life events. The project has
been in development for a decade and was rejected by
several studios, mainly because of its high cost, before
finding a home at Netflix.

According to several reports, the budget has exceed-
ed $140 million. The film will make its world premiere on
opening night of the New York Film Festival on
September 27. Getting the film is a coup for the festival,
as it is one of the most anticipated movies of 2019.
Netflix plans to release the film in theaters before year’s
end to ensure its eligibility for the Oscars. — AFP

AThai activist folk band who went into hiding
in Laos have arrived in Paris to apply for
asylum in France, a band member and

activist said yesterday, after months living in fear of
their safety. Laos, which neighbors Thailand,
became a haven after a 2014 coup for some of the
most outspoken Thai anti-junta activists, some of
whom have been accused of criticizing the Thai
monarchy. The unassailable institution is protected
by one of the world’s toughest royal defamation
laws, under which anyone who insults or defames
the monarchy can be jailed for up to 15 years on
each charge.

Activist folk band Faiyen-who have campaigned
to abolish the lese majeste laws-crossed the border
to avoid a summons by the junta and have lived in
fear, believing that they are on a hit-list. But in late
July, the band received a special visa from France,
which allows them to travel to Paris to jumpstart an
asylum application process, said Junya Yimprasert,

a Thai activist travelling with them. “The process to
apply for status would have to be done in France,”
she told AFP, adding that it would take six months
to a year.

“They are already planning their first street per-
formance at the Place de la Republique,” she
added.  A Faiyen band member said it felt great to
leave Laos, where they received innumerable online
death threats. The band wish to continue “to make
music to tell our story,” Trairong Sinseubpol told
AFP from Paris. The French interior ministry has not
responded yet to requests for comment on Faiyen’s
application.

Since 2016, five of Thailand’s best-known
activists have disappeared from their homes in
Laos in what critics believe is a carefully orches-
trated campaign of elimination by shadowy arch-
royalist groups. The corpses of two of them were
found in December in the Mekong river which
bisects the countries-their stomachs stuffed with
concrete.  Rights groups believe three others have
been deported from Vietnam to Thailand-although
both governments deny any knowledge of their
whereabouts. 

A prominent Thai academic, known for his criti-
cisms of the powerful military and monarchy,
alleged that he was attacked in early July in Kyoto,
Japan, by a masked man who broke into his apart-
ment in the middle of the night. “He walked into my
bedroom and attacked me and my partner with
chemical spray,” Pavin Chachavalpongpun said,
adding that Kyoto’s police terrorism unit was cur-
rently investigating it. — AFP

In this file photo US actor Robert De Niro (left)
and US film director Martin Scorsese (right),
arrive at the Marrakech International Film fes-
tival in the city of Marrakesh Netflix unveiled
the trailer for Martin Scorsese’s long-awaited
new film, “The Irishman”.—AFP

A Moroccan child decorates a donkey during the festival “Festibaz” in the vil-
lage of Beni Ammar.

This picture shows the beauty pageant winner donkey, Cleopatra (first right),
at the festival “Festibaz” in the village of Beni Ammar.

The winner celebrates after winning the donkey race at the festival “Festibaz” in the village of Beni Ammar. — AFP photos

Wearing a crown of flowers, “Cleopatra” the donkey
delighted villagers in central Morocco by bucking
the trend to clinch top prize in a beauty pageant.

Named after the ancient Egyptian queen, she triumphed at
the Festibaz event-becoming the first female donkey ever to
win the contest, held in the village of Beni Ammar. “It’s a
devoted and tireless animal, but it must be looked after,”
said Abdeljalil, the winner’s 26-year-old owner. A farmer, he
took home a prize of 2,500 dirhams ($260, 235 euros) and a
sack of barley, as the pageant returned in late July after a
five-year break caused by funding difficulties.

As well as a flower crown, Cleopatra wore glamorous
sunglasses and was dolled up to the end of her hooves for
the nine judges. The panel included a vet and a philosophy
professor, who closely examined the donkeys’ appearance,
health and bond with their owners. The twelfth edition of
the festival in Beni Ammar, some 120 kilometers (75 miles)
west of the capital Rabat, was intended as a celebration.
The donkey “plays an essential role in the life of village resi-

dents”, said Mohamed Belmou, who works in Rabat but is
originally from the village. Donkeys are a key mode of
transport and pull heavily-laden carts in rural areas, but the
animals have a bad reputation in popular culture and their
name can be used as an insult.

“We want to rehabilitate the image of man’s old com-
panion, victim of abuse and bad-mouthing,” added Belmou.
One competitor saw the contest as a way to promote don-
key’s milk. “It seems that this milk sells at a high price for its
cosmetic properties-I’m hoping to create a cooperative to
be able to export it,” said Mohamed, a 47-year-old farmer.
The annual contest also entertains villagers, whose youth
gathered to watch around 20 donkeys take part in a one-
kilometer race ahead of the pageant. In less than five min-
utes, “Rambo” passed the line ahead of competitors includ-
ing “Fire” and “Bluetooth”-supposedly named for his speed.
“Long live the donkey!” the crowd cheered.—AFP

Moroccan men ride their donkeys during a race at the festival “Festibaz” in the village of Beni Ammar.

Moroccan men ride their donkeys during a race at the festival
“Festibaz” in the village of Beni Ammar.

The winner celebrates after winning the donkey race at the
festival “Festibaz” in the village of Beni Ammar.The winner celebrates after winning the donkey race at the festival “Festibaz” in the village of Beni Ammar.


