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onas Blue says Four of Diamonds’ debut album is coming along well,
and thinks “there’s a gap in the market for a new girl group” to make
it big. The 30-year-old DJ and record producer is executive produc-
ing the upcoming debut album of girl group Four of Diamonds, who

rose to fame when they competed on the 2016 season of UK talent show ‘The X
Factor’, where they finished in eighth place. And Jonas - who also produced the
group’s single ‘Blind’ last year - has now said he believes the quartet could be
the next big girl group. Speaking exclusively to BANG Showbiz, he said: “We’re
working on the album at the moment. It’s fun because my background is pop
songwriting and idols of mine like Max Martin write for other artists. “I want to
give my advice and share my experience with them. I’m actually acting as the
executive producer on the album and it’s just great to be involved with the girls
and I think there’s a gap in the market for a new girl group. They’re such incred-
ible girls and they’re so likeable and so talented as well. It’s just another avenue
to put my songwriting efforts and production efforts and do something a little

bit different on the side, it’s great being behind them and helping. We’re working
on the new single at the moment, they have a lot of good stuff coming.” The
‘Rise’ DJ admits he isn’t directly working on every track of the group’s album,
but is “overseeing everything creatively”. He added: “I’m not producing every-
thing and I’m not writing everything, there are a few records I’m doing. It’s
mainly overseeing everything creatively and making sure everything is in line
and correct and we’re not jumping from one sound to the next, just making sure
everything is right and we have a steady build for them.” Jonas is also still work-
ing on his own music alongside producing for the band - comprised of Caroline
Alvares, Lauren Rammell, Sophia Saffarian and Yasmin Broom - and recently
released new track ‘Ritual’, which features Tiesto and Rita Ora. Asked whether
he sees himself as the next Simon Cowell, he said: “It’s nice to be able to do this
and do Jonas Blue too, it’s nice to be able to dip into that once in a while rather
than be Simon Cowell sitting behind a desk committing to it 24/7.”

J

abel’s ‘OK (Anxiety Anthem’) was her most
difficult song to write. The 23-year-old
singer/songwriter drew on her own experi-
ences with anxiety and depression to pen the

song, which features on her album ‘High Expectations’,
and Mabel admitted that emotionally it took a toll. She
said: “It was really difficult for me to write my song OK
(Anxiety Anthem) because it was about dealing with my
anxiety and looking at it in a positive light. “I always say
it took a day to write the song, but the actual process
was longer than the making of the whole album, because
it’s about me actually coming to terms with my anxiety.”
Mabel has been working on the album for over two years
but didn’t want to release it until she was completely sat-
isfied with every track. She told the Belfast Telegraph:
“It’s been a two-year process making this record. I’ve
really put everything into it,” she says. “Some of the
songs are old to me now and I’ve been performing them
live for a while, but I can’t wait for people to sing them
back to me. “It is nerve-racking and quite emotional
because I’m really attached to it. “It’s been my identity in
many ways for the last few years. It’s been my purpose.”
Mabel’s parents are singer-songwriter Neneh Cherry and
Massive Attack producer Cameron McVey and she
revealed it took some time for her to emerge from their
shadow. She said: “I used to be really afraid that my par-
ents were the only thing that people were going to care
about. “It’s frustrating when you’re making good music
and you’re working hard. You’re just like, ‘Why are we
talking about this?’. “But at the same time, I’m really
proud of what they’ve accomplished and I’ve got to a
point with it where it’s not embarrassing to talk about
and it’s not going to take away from me as an artist
because they’re amazing people that have accomplished
incredible things. “With the confidence I have now, it
doesn’t bother me as much.”
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rake has released a new ‘Care Package’
compilation album, featuring unreleased
tracks. The ‘God’s Plan’ rapper took to
Instagram this week to announce he was

dropping the new compilation, which gathers loose
songs and tracks from throughout his career.
Posting on social media on Thursday to announce
the release, Drake wrote: “Available Friday on all
platforms. Some of our most important moments
together available in one place. Care Package.” The
surprise project includes fan favorite tracks such as
‘Can I’ - which was leaked around the time ‘Views’
came out - ‘Girls Love Beyonce’, and ‘Paris Morton
Music’. Drake’s album also includes features from J.
Cole, James Fauntleroy and Rick Ross. The album
comes just a few months after the 32-year-old
musician - whose real name is Aubrey Graham -
re-released his 2009 album ‘So Far Gone’, finally
making the 10-year-old project available to stream
on all platforms. ‘Care Package’ follows Drake’s
critically acclaimed 2018 album ‘Scorpion’, and
comes as he previously promised fans a new album
would be coming in 2019. Speaking toward the end
of his ‘Aubrey & the Three Migos Tour’ alongside
trap trip Migos, Drake said he planned to head
straight into the studio once he’d given himself a
“little break” at the end of the tour. He said on
stage: “Okay, six shows left. I guess, you know, I
guess - I’m gonna tell you what I’m going to do.
Because I keep having nights like this that remind
me why I love my job so much, I promise you that
as soon as this tour is over and maybe I take a little
break, I’m gonna get right to work on a new album
so we can be back right here in Edmonton and
have a new party.”

D
ike Moh says Quentin Tarantino’s knowledge
of Bruce Lee on ‘Once Upon a Time In
Hollywood’ was “unbelievable”.  The
acclaimed director’s ninth movie is set in

Hollywood in 1969 and follows fading Western star Rick
Dalton (Leonardo DiCaprio) and his stunt double Cliff
Booth (Brad Pitt) and features appearances from real-life
famous figures of the time such as Sharon Tate (Margot
Robbie), Charles Manson (Damon Herriman ) and martial
arts icon Lee (Moh).  Mike, 35, explained that the ‘Pulp
Fiction’ director knows “so much” about “every single
movie ever made” by Lee and revealed that upon meet-
ing the pair spent half an hour chatting about the leg-
endary actor where he realized how “important Bruce
was to him personally”.  In an interview with Collider, he
said: “[Tarantino] is a massive Bruce Lee fan and he
knows so much about every single movie ever made. It’s
unbelievable, actually.  “I remember the first time I met
him when I auditioned for him. We just talked Bruce [Lee]
for like 20 to 30 minutes.  “After I met him, I just felt how
important this was to him and how important Bruce was
to him personally and to this film.” The ‘Inhumans’ star -

who is a fifth-degree black belt in American Taekwondo -
went on to open up about what inspired him to explore
martial arts and credited Lee’s 1973 action film ‘Enter The
Dragon’ as what “ busted the door wide open”.  He said:
“Starting from when I was a kid and the first kung fu
movie that got me like hooked before I even started mar-
tial arts was ‘Rumble In The Bronx’s’ - Jackie Chan and
that was kind of my introduction  “Then I saw ‘Enter The
Dragon’ and that busted the door wide open it was like a
worm hole not only to Bruce Lee but also to martial arts.”

M

im Carrey has shared his concerns about fans
forcing a ‘Sonic the Hedgehog’ character
redesign.  Following criticism - which took aim
at Sonic’s human teeth and bizarre looking calf

muscles - after the first trailer dropped, Paramount pulled
the film from its release schedule in order to redesign the
character and Jim admitted he had his own worries about
the drama. Speaking at TCA panel for his Showtime
series ‘Kidding’, Jim - who plays villain Robotnik - said:
“I don’t know quite how I feel about the audience being
in on the creation of it, while it’s happening. Sometimes
you find that the collective consciousness decides it
wants something and then when it gets it, it goes, ‘OK, I
don’t want it’... You become a Frankenstein’s monster at
some point, right?” Meanwhile, film director and visual
effects artist Tim Miller, who is executive producing the
live-action film based on the blue hedgehog from the
iconic video game franchise, previously said it was
important to “listen” to the fans. He said: “This is a fran-
chise, and it has to be great. Look, I was with fans and so
was Jeff [Fowler, the movie’s director]. When the s**t hit
the fan, I went over there and said, ‘The most important
thing to do, man, is say, I messed up.’ He’d already sent a
tweet out an hour before I got there. He’s a good man. It
was exactly the right way to handle that. The fans have a
voice in this too. There’s a right way to listen.” And Miller
believes the new design will please fans. When asked if

he’s seen the new look, he said: “In fact I have. And I
think the fans will be pleased.” Following the need for a
redesign, the movie - which stars Ben Schwartz as the
voice of Sonic - has been pushed back to a February
2020 release.
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ared Leto is in talks for ‘The Little
Things’.  The 47-year-old star is being
lined up for a role as a serial killer in the
Warner Bros. movie, which Denzel

Washington and Rami Malek have also been in
negotiations to join.  According to Variety,
Washington will take on the role of deputy sheriff
Deke who joins forces with a detective - portrayed
by Malek - to track down the killer.  John Lee
Hancock will write and direct the movie, which is
scheduled to start shooting this autumn.  It wouldn’t
be the first time Leto has shot a Warner Bros.
movie, after starring as The Joker in ‘Suicide
Squad’, and he featured in 2017 motion picture
‘Blade Runner 2049’.  And earlier this year, Leto
admitted he would “definitely” be up for reprising
his role as The Joker following his 2016 portrayal.
He said: “I would definitely play The Joker again. It
all depends on the script and the circumstances as
it always does.” Leto’s latest movie saw him star in
‘The Outsider’ last year, which told the story of his
US prisoner character becoming a member of the
Japanese yakuza, a transnational crime syndicate
originating in the country.  The ‘Dallas Buyers Club’
star has wrapped filming on ‘Morbius’, after star-
ring as the titular superhero, and the Sony movie
will also feature Adria Arjona, Matt Smith, Jared
Harris, and Tyrese Gibson.  What’s more, Leto -
who is the lead singer for Thirty Seconds to Mars -
recently turned his hand to documentary producing
on ‘A Day in the Life of America’.
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eese Witherspoon is set to star in and produce
‘Pyros’. The 43-year-old actress has teamed
up with ‘X-Men: Dark Phoenix’ director and
writer Simon Kinberg to produce the upcom-

ing sci-fi film adapted from Thomas Pierce’s short story
‘Tardy Man’ which was originally published in The New
Yorker. The flash fiction story follows a contractor for an
insurance company called Wick who wears a protective
suit fused to his spine and whose job it is to enter dan-
gerous areas such as wildfire zones and retrieve the items
of wealthy clients.  It is strictly forbidden for contractors
to stray from their missions even when other humans are
at risk, however, the protagonist decides to make an
exception to this rule.  Reese and Kinberg are producing
with Lauren Neustadter and Genre Films’ Audrey Chon
and the pair reportedly have a number of offers from var-
ious studios on the table.  The ‘Legally Blonde’ star will
operate from within her newly created media company
Hello Sunshine, which aims to create and discover stories
by and for women through TV shows, movies and digital
content. Speaking about the company recently, Reese
said: “My life-long passion has been to tell women’s sto-
ries with authenticity and humor. This partnership will
allow me to reach a greater audience that is eager for
more female-driven content. Hello Sunshine is deeply
committed to creating content that will reach women
where they spend time, whether it is at a movie theatre,
at home or on their mobile device. Women are looking for
entertainment that speaks to them about what they value.
Hello Sunshine will make content that entertains, edu-
cates and brings women together.”— Bang Showbiz
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