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News in brief

Boats capsize in Philippines

MANILA: Eleven people died and three others were
missing after three passenger boats capsized in rough
seas off the central Philippines yesterday, authorities
said. Sixty-three survivors were plucked from the water
after huge waves swamped the boats in the Guimaras
Strait, regional police chief Rene Pamuspusan told
reporters. All three vessels plied the short 20-minute
hop between the port city of Iloilo and the island of
Guimaras, with two of the accidents happening almost
the same time around noon, forcing the coast guard to
temporarily shut down ferry services. Services resumed
in the afternoon, which was when the third boat cap-
sized, the coast guard said. —AFP

Maldives ex-vice president deported

NEW DELHI: India yesterday deported former
Maldives vice president Ahmed Adeeb, who faces
attempted murder and corruption charges at home, after
he tried to enter the country on a tugboat, officials said.
Adeeb arrived at the southern port of Tuticorin on
Thursday in the boat and was detained for attempting
an unauthorized entry without a passport. A top police
officer in the port city in Tamil Nadu state said that
Adeeb and the boat’s crew were handed over to
Maldivian security at their maritime border in the Indian
Ocean. — AFP

Rebels killed in gunfight

NEW DELHI: Indian special forces killed seven sus-
pected Maoist rebels in a raid on a jungle camp yester-
day that triggered a gunfight lasting several hours,
police said.  The far-left rebels in the central state of
Chhattisgarh are part of a long-standing conflict that
has left tens of thousands dead since the 1960s.  They
were in a camp in dense forest in Rajnandgaon district,
some 70 kilometers from the state capital Raipur. “So
far seven bodies have been recovered from the
encounter spot,” a senior police officer in the district
said on condition of anonymity. He said arms and ammu-
nition were recovered from the camp. — AFP 

Dismissing missile tests, Trump says 
Kim won’t want to ‘disappoint me’

SEOUL: US President Donald Trump downplayed on
Friday North Korea’s missile tests, saying that while they
may violate a UN resolution, Kim Jong Un will not want to
“disappoint” him because he has “too much to lose.”
Underlining his intense personal support for the North
Korean leader, Trump fired off three tweets brushing aside
the short-range missile launches.

“There may be a United Nations violation, but
Chairman Kim does not want to disappoint me with a vio-
lation of trust, there is far too much for North Korea to
gain,” Trump said. “Also, there is far too much to lose,” he
continued. “I may be wrong, but I believe that (Chairman)
Kim has a great and beautiful vision for his country, and
only the United States, with me as President, can make that
vision come true.” 

Nuclear-armed North Korea is barred from ballistic
missile tests under UN resolutions. Its recent short-range
missile tests have been condemned by European members
of the UN Security Council. Hours later, Pyongyang said it
never has, and never will, recognize the Security Council’s
resolutions. North Korea is angry at the Council “ground-
lessly slandering” its development of conventional
weapons “while turning blind eyes to the war exercises in
South Korea and shipment of cutting-edge attack
weapons into it,” read a foreign ministry statement carried
by state news wire KCNA.

US-South Korean military exercises due to start next
week have angered Pyongyang, and analysts say the
launches are intended to increase pressure on Washington.
North Korea has signaled that further denuclearization
talks could be derailed by the refusal to scrap the annual
maneuvers, describing last week’s launch as a “solemn
warning to the South Korean warmongers.”

KCNA also said that North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
supervised the early Friday test firing of the country’s new
“large-caliber multiple launch guided rocket system”-
apparently a reference to the missile launches on the same
day. Kim “expressed great satisfaction” over the results,
KCNA said.

Very standard
Trump, however, dismissed the missile tests, calling

them on Thursday “very standard,” and suggesting via
Twitter that his personal touch would persuade Kim to
reverse the regime’s push for a nuclear arsenal. “He will do
the right thing because he is far too smart not to, and he
does not want to disappoint his friend, President Trump!”
the US president said.

Trump has invested a huge amount of political capital in
his attempt to persuade Kim to end the country’s isolation
and give up its nuclear weapons. However, despite three
face-to-face meetings and numerous letter exchanges,
Trump has little to show for his diplomacy. On the sidelines
of a regional meeting of foreign ministers in Bangkok, a
senior US State Department official said the launches had
not gone unnoticed. “Those provocations, paired with a
failure to follow through on their own commitments to
engage in diplomacy, were noticed by virtually every coun-
try attending this summit meeting over the last three days,”
said the official, speaking on condition of anonymity.

Third missile test in eight days 
Kim and Trump agreed to resume denuclearization

talks during their June encounter in the Demilitarized Zone
(DMZ) that divides the peninsula, but that working-level
dialogue has yet to begin. On Friday, the North carried out
its third weapons test in eight days, firing two projectiles
from its east coast that flew some 220 kilometers, reaching
speeds of Mach 6.9, the South’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said-
unusually fast for a short-range weapon.

The flight profile was similar to a Wednesday test, and
Seoul’s presidential office said the weapons were likely “a
new type of short-range ballistic missile.” Kim had been
“emboldened” by his DMZ handshake with Trump, said
Jean Lee of the Wilson Center in Washington, and was
“seeking to create a sense of urgency on the Korean
Peninsula to improve his hand in anticipated nuclear nego-
tiations.” “This is Kim’s answer to Trump’s claim that he’s in
‘no hurry’ to negotiate a nuclear deal,” she added. After
high tensions in 2017, when the two leaders traded per-

sonal insults and threats of war, last year saw a rapid
diplomatic rapprochement.

Tit-for-tat brinkmanship    
Pyongyang had an “array of military platforms” it could

test in response to the exercises, said Harry Kazianis of the
Center for the National Interest. “This tit-for-tat

brinkmanship will clearly delay working-level talks for at
least until the fall to allow both sides to save face,” he said.
The Pentagon has said the joint military drills will press
ahead. There are 28,500 US troops stationed in South
Korea to protect it against its nuclear-armed neighbor,
many of them based south of Seoul at Camp Humphreys in
Pyeongtaek.—AFP 

Missile launch intends to increase pressure on Washington

SEOUL: A replica of a North Korean Scud-B missile, right, and South Korean Hawk surface-to-air missiles, left, are dis-
played at the Korean War Memorial in Seoul. —AFP 

Footage shows Bangkok
bombing in mall minutes 
from ASEAN summit
BANGKOK: Footage emerged yesterday of the moment
a bomb exploded in a Bangkok mall as the city hosted a
major summit, the device apparently hidden inside a
cuddly toy animal. There were nine successful or
attempted bomb blasts on Friday throughout Bangkok
which left four wounded as the city hosted a regional
summit attended by top diplomats, including US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi.

Footage showed an explosion in a shopping mall
minutes from the summit venue in the early hours of
Friday morning, after it was apparently planted by a
man dressed in a student’s uniform about 12 hours earli-
er. The man, wearing a fedora and face mask, entered a
store in Siam Square mall at around 3:30 pm on
Thursday, according to time stamps on the footage
obtained by AFP.

Milling around the store, he stopped at a shelf full of
cuddly toy seals and polar bears and fiddled with one of
them for a few seconds before placing it back on the
shelf. The next video recordings showed an explosion in
the store originating from the shelf around 4:45 am on
Friday morning, which caused a fire and a swirl of smoke
as the store’s sprinkler system was activated. No one was
injured and police confirmed the bomb blast. —AFP

New Singapore 
opposition party 
launched as polls loom
SINGAPORE: A new opposition party backed by the
estranged brother of Singapore’s prime minister was
launched yesterday in a fresh challenge to the government
as speculation mounts elections could be called soon. The
Progress Singapore Party (PSP) — aiming to contest an
election due by 2021 but widely expected earlier-is led by
Tan Cheng Bock, a medical doctor and former government
stalwart who once ran for president and nearly defeated
the establishment candidate.

The group has received the support of Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong’s brother, the latest sign of a bitter falling-
out within the city-state’s first family over their father’s
legacy. The rare row within Singapore’s elite erupted fol-
lowing the 2015 death of the men’s father, revered founding
leader Lee Kuan Yew, who led the country for three
decades. Under his People’s Action Party (PAP), Singapore
transformed from a gritty port into one of Asia’s most
advanced economies-although authorities also faced criti-
cism for curtailing civil liberties and free speech.

Speaking to hundreds of supporters at a hotel ballroom
and live on social media, the 79-year-old Tan decried what
he said was a climate of fear preventing people from
speaking up. He also claimed there was an “erosion of
trust” between the government and citizens due to lack of
transparency, independence, and accountability. Beneath
Singapore’s gleaming skyscrapers “is an underlying tale of
disquiet,” he said, adding, “we cannot allow this current
style of managing the country to go unchallenged”.

The group joins a handful of other parties seeking to take
on the dominant PAP, but the fractious opposition-which has
just six out of 89 elected seats in parliament-is not viewed as
a serious threat. However, backing from the premier’s sibling,

Lee Hsien Yang, could provide a boost to Tan. In January,
62-year-old business executive Lee, who did not attend the
PSP launch, said in a Facebook post that Tan was “the leader
Singapore deserves”. In a separate post, he wrote PAP had
lost its way and was no longer the party of his father.

During a press conference last week, Tan said he may
be willing to take Lee into the party formally. Lee’s  asso-
ciation with the party can boost Tan’s profile as “one of the
‘nice’ people to have represented the PAP during its glory
days,” said Michael Barr, a Singapore politics specialist at
Flinders University in Australia. “The presence of the

prime minister’s brother in, or at least on the fringes of an
opposition party, is a reminder that Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong is not his father... and that this family is frac-
tured over Lee Kuan Yew’s legacy,” Barr told AFP.

A Lee Hsien Yang candidacy under the PSP would be a
“game-changer” as it would “do immense damage to the
brand of Lee Hsien Loong’s branch of the family”. However,
Singapore Management University law lecturer Eugene
Tan said Lee Hsien Yang’s support for the party is a “dou-
ble-edged sword” as it could overshadow the PSP’s agen-
da and focus attention on the family feud. — AFP

JAKARTA: Four people died and several
were injured after a powerful undersea
earthquake rocked Indonesia’s heavily
populated Java island, triggering a brief
tsunami warning, the national disaster
agency said yesterday. The 6.9 magnitude
quake on Friday evening sent residents
fleeing to higher ground, while many in the
capital Jakarta ran into the streets.

An official from Indonesia’s national dis-
aster agency warned the quake could gen-
erate a tsunami as high as three meters, but
the alert was lifted several hours later.
Three people died of heart attacks as the
strong quake rocked the region, agency
spokesman Agus Wibowo said on
Saturday. Another person fell to his death
while trying to flee his house when the jolt
happened, he said.

Four more people were injured and
more than 200 buildings were damaged,

with some 13 houses destroyed, he added.
Over 1,000 people, who had earlier evacu-
ated to temporary shelters, returned home
after authorities convinced them it was
safe to do so, Wibowo said. “There was
thundering noise-it sounded like a plane
overhead-and I was just so scared that I
ran,” said 69-year-old Isah, who like many
Indonesians goes by one name, at an evac-
uation shelter in Pandeglang at the south-
west end of Java.

In December, the area was hit by a vol-
cano-sparked tsunami that killed over 400
people. Indonesia experiences frequent
seismic and volcanic activity due to its
position on the Pacific “Ring of Fire”,
where tectonic plates collide. Last year, a
7.5-magnitude quake and a subsequent
tsunami in Palu on Sulawesi island killed
more than 2,200 people, with another
thousand declared missing. — AFP

The death of Robert Kennedy’s
granddaughter at age 22 is the latest
in a long list of tragedies stretching

back to the 1940s to have struck America’s
most famous political dynasty. Saoirse
Kennedy Hill was found unresponsive at
the Democratic family’s sprawling com-
pound at Hyannis Port on the Cape Cod
peninsula in Massachusetts on Thursday,
according to multiple US media reports.

Her cause of death wasn’t immediately
confirmed but The New York Times said
she had died from an apparent drug over-
dose. Kennedy Hill had written about her
struggles with depression. “Our hearts are
shattered by the loss of our beloved
Saoirse,” the Kennedy family said in a
statement to AFP. “She lit up our lives with
her love, her peals of laughter and her gen-
erous spirit.” “The world is a little less
beautiful today,” said 91-year-old Ethel
Kennedy, Saoirse’s grandmother and wid-
ow of Robert Kennedy who was assassi-
nated in 1968 while on the campaign trail.

Saoirse was the daughter of Courtney
Kennedy Hill, one of 11 children that Ethel
and Robert, younger brother of former
president John F. Kennedy, had together.
One of the first police responders answer-
ing an emergency call at the Kennedy
property radioed that the victim was in
cardiac arrest when he arrived, according
to the local daily Hyannis News. An autop-
sy revealed no trauma inconsistent with
lifesaving measures, the paper added.

The Kennedys, often considered the
closest thing the United States has to a royal
family, have been plagued by tragic and

untimely deaths for decades. Edward
Kennedy, John and Robert’s brother, once
even talked about whether there was a
“curse” hanging over the family.
Commentators and US media regularly refer
to the “Kennedy curse.” Four of patriarch
Joseph Kennedy’s nine children died violently.

The most famous of them-John-was
assassinated on November 22, 1963 during
a visit to Dallas, Texas when he was presi-
dent and just 46 years old. Lee Harvey
Oswald was arrested and charged with
Kennedy’s death but was himself shot dead
by Jack Ruby before he could be put on tri-
al. Numerous conspiracy theories surround
the assassination despite an official com-
mission ruling in the year after Kennedy’s
death that Oswald had acted alone.

By the time of John’s death, the
Kennedys had already been struck by
tragedy. The eldest son of Joseph and Rose
Kennedy, Joseph Jr, was killed in action in
August 1944 while serving as a bomber
pilot during World War II. Then in 1948,
their second eldest daughter Kathleen died
in a plane crash in the south of France aged
just 28.  Robert “Bobby” Kennedy, who
was US attorney general during JFK’s
presidency, died in Los Angeles on June 6,
1968 as he campaigned to become the
Democratic nominee for that year’s presi-
dential election.

Kennedy, the leading candidate for the
nomination, was shot and mortally wound-
ed by 24-year-old Palestinian Sirhan Sirhan
as he walked through a crowded hotel
kitchen after winning the key California
primary. — AFP

SINGAPORE: Tan Cheng Bock, right, Secretary General of the Progress Singapore Party (PSP), speaks at the
party’s launch in Singapore. — AFP

Four dead, several  injured after
quake rocks Indonesia

Kennedy curse: RFK granddaughter’s
death latest in tragic history

PANDEGLANG: Villagers look at a damage house in Pandeglang, Banten province after a
strong earthquake hit the area. — AFP


