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KHARTOUM: Protest leaders reached “full agreement”
with Sudan’s ruling generals yesterday on a hard-won
constitutional declaration, the African Union said, paving
the way for a promised transition to civilian rule.
Thousands of jubilant Sudanese took to the streets of the
capital Khartoum when the deal was announced before
dawn to celebrate the prospect of a civilian government.
The declaration builds on a landmark power-sharing deal
signed on July 17 and provides for a joint civilian-military
ruling body to oversee the formation of a transitional
civilian government and parliament to govern for a
three-year transition period. The deal is the fruit of diffi-
cult negotiations between the leaders of the mass
protests which erupted last December against the three-
decade rule of president Omar al-Bashir and the gener-
als who eventually ousted him in a palace coup in April. 

“I am announcing to the Sudanese, African and
international public opinion that the two delegations
have fully agreed on the constitutional declaration,” AU
mediator Mohamed El Hacen Lebatt told reporters. He
said further meetings would be held to work out the
technical details of the deal and discuss the signing cer-
emony. An initial inking of the agreement is expected to
take place on Sunday, protest leaders said, ahead of a
formal signing in front of foreign dignitaries. 

The talks between the protest movement and the
generals had been repeatedly interrupted by deadly
violence against demonstrators. They were suspended
for weeks after men in military uniform broke up a
long-running protest camp outside army headquarters
in Khartoum on June 3, killing at least 127 people
according to doctors close to the protest movement.
They were briefly suspended again earlier this week
when paramilitaries shot dead six demonstrators in the
city of Al-Obeid, four of them schoolchildren.

Revolution succeeded
Demonstrators among the crowds that took to the

streets in the early hours hailed victory in their struggle

for a new Sudan. “For us, the revolution succeeded now
and our country set foot on the road towards civilian
rule,” said 25-year-old Ahmed Ibrahim as he joined the
cavalcade of vehicles that criss-crossed the streets of
Khartoum, horns blazing. Fellow protester, Somaiya
Sadeq, said she hoped there would now be justice for
those who had given their lives.

“We have been waiting for a civilian state to seek
fair retribution from the murderers of our sons,” she
told AFP. Doctors linked to protest umbrella group the
Alliance for Freedom and Change say more than 250
people have been killed in protest-related violence
since December. Protest leaders have blamed much of
the violence on the feared paramilitaries of the Rapid
Support Forces, who sprang out of the Janjaweed mili-
tia notorious for alleged war crimes during the conflict
in Darfur.

The military announced on Friday that nine of them
had been dismissed and arrested on suspicion of
involvement in this week’s fatal shootings in Al-Obeid.
Protest leaders said they had won the military’s agree-
ment that the RSF irregulars would be integrated in the
army chain of command. “The paramilitary RSF will
report to the head of the armed forces,” said protest
leader Monzer Abu al-Maali.

“We agreed on sensitive issues related to security
and independence of the judiciary,” another protest
leader, Ibrahim al-Amin, told AFP. Many Sudanese
expressed relief that an end was finally in sight to the
seven and a half months of protests and political unrest
that have gripped the increasingly impoverished coun-
try. “We cannot keep protesting indefinitely. It was
important to reach a middle ground between all fac-
tions,” said Gomaa Hussein, 45. 

Blood of the martyrs
Others criticized the protest movement’s negotiators

for the compromises they had made in their quest for a
deal, particularly over accountability for the killing of

protesters. “It is good that we reached an agreement
but it is unacceptable to forget the blood of the mar-
tyrs,” said 22-year old Mohamed Yasine.  “It’s the mar-
tyrs who drove us to this defining moment.”  But
protest leader Madani Abbas Madani vowed that there
would be no impunity.

“The constitutional declaration provides for the for-
mation of an independent investigation committee to
look into the violations,” he said.  “The blood of the

martyrs will not be compromised.”  The protest move-
ment’s legal affairs negotiator Ibtisam al-Sanhouri said
the constitutional declaration sets the stage for a par-
liamentary system with a civilian prime minister.

The premier will be nominated by the protest move-
ment and confirmed by the new sovereign council,
which will have a civilian majority, Sanhouri said. The
protest movement will be allocated 201 of the 300
seats in the new parliament, she added.—AFP
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KHARTOUM: Sudanese demonstrators wave their national flag as they celebrate in Khartoum early
after Sudan’s ruling generals and protest leaders reached a ‘full agreement’ on the constitutional
declaration. —AFP

Nigeria ban on Shiite 
group sparks fears
over crackdown
ABUJA: A ban by the Nigerian authorities on a prominent
Shiite movement for “terrorism” has driven fears of a worsen-
ing crackdown that could ignite a new conflict. The govern-
ment announced last weekend the outlawing the pro-Iranian
Islamic Movement in Nigeria (IMN) after protests demanding
the release of detained its leader Ibrahim Zakzaky descended
into bloodshed. 

The move has inflamed a long-running standoff amid an
increasingly hostile approach from authorities under President
Muhammadu Buhari, who has close ties to Sunni power Saudi
Arabia.  The Islamic Movement in Nigeria is the most widely
known Shia group in Nigeria, where the vast majority of
Muslims are Sunni. Those inside the IMN fear the group could
now face the most hard-hitting clampdown yet-and accuse the
authorities of seeking to push them underground. 

“They’re trying so hard to get the Islamic movement to a
point where we say, ‘that’s it, let’s defend ourselves and take up
weapons’,”, said Zakzaky’s daughter Suhailah Maleshiya, who
studies in Malaysia. “Watching your brothers killed again and
again would change how anyone thinks,” she told AFP.

The touchpaper for the latest surge in tensions has been
almost daily protests by the IMN in the capital calling for
Zakzaky’s release as fears grow over his deteriorating health.
The cleric has been in custody since violence in December 2015
that rights groups said saw the army shoot and burn to death
some 350 of his followers in the northern city of Zaria. 

Enemy of the state
In recent months, demonstrators sometimes numbering in

their thousands have marched in Abuja, chanting “death to
Buhari, death to Saudi Arabia, free Zakzaky, die for Zakzaky”.

The rallies have mostly been peaceful. But sometimes they
have been met by deadly force.   Last week, at least six pro-
testers, a senior police officer and a trainee journalist were
killed in violent clashes. The IMN put the number of dead
demonstrators at 20. 

The language from authorities since the ban was imposed
has been uncompromising.   Police chief Mohammed Adamu on
Tuesday said anyone associated with the group was considered
“a terrorist, enemy of the state”.    He accused it of “extremist,
illegal acts” and called on the public to help track down its
members.  Human Rights Watch has condemned the Nigerian
authority’s “rush to use firearms” against the protesters. It called
for the ban to be reversed and warned it could “portend an even
worse security force crackdown”.  

No point fearing death
So far the reaction from the IMN has been cagey. Some

members put out a statement suspending protests pending a
court ruling Monday on whether to release Zakzaky for medical
treatment abroad.  But others within the group quickly
renounced it and pledged more demonstrations.  Any rallies
since the ban have been brief. Protesters gather and disperse
within minutes before police arrive.  Those taking part insist
they are ready for the consequences. 

“You can die at any time, in a car crash or something. If I
become a martyr is that not better?”, said Muhammed Soje,
flipping through pictures of dead comrades on his phone. “Right
now there is no point fearing death.” Firebrand Zakzaky evokes
zealous devotion among his followers.  Shiites make up a small
minority in mainly Sunni northern Nigeria, but still number an
estimated four million.

A court in 2016 ordered the release of Zakzaky and his wife
but the government rejected it and filed fresh charges, including
homicide.  As fears increase over his health there is a growing
desire by some in the IMN for a more aggressive approach, a
protester said on condition of anonymity. Younger, more vehe-
ment members have little trust in the legal process and are com-
mitted to demonstrations, however violent they become. “After a
while, the anger and the unfairness is too much,” the protester
told AFP. 

Specter of Boko Haram
The threat of religious unrest in Nigeria has drawn compar-

isons with Boko Haram’s jihadist insurgency that has devastated
the northeast of the country over the past decade.  The conflict
started in 2009 when a string of attacks by the radical Salafists
was met with a deadly crackdown that killed leader Muhammad
Yusuf.  But the differences between the two groups are stark-
not least their split between the Sunni and Shiite sects. 

The IMN, founded in the 1970s as a student movement, is
inspired by Iran’s Islamic revolution but under Zakazaky has
advocated a peaceful approach.  “He is not a violent person and
does not preach violence,” a veteran Muslim activist told AFP
on condition of anonymity.  He said, however, that like Boko
Haram the group does celebrate members killed by the security
forces as “martyrs” and if Zakzaky dies a more radical leader
could take over. —AFP

Five years 
on, Yazidis
remember 
brutal IS
onslaught
LALISH, Irak: Iraq’s Yazidi
minority held its summer festi-
val on the weekend, five years
after jihadists seized their
ancestral heartland of Sinjar,
in a brutal assault that still
haunts the community. On
August 3, 2014, Islamic State
group fighters seized Mount
Sinjar, and went on to slaugh-
ter thousands of Yazidi men
and boys and abduct girls to
be used as “sex slaves”. The
United Nations has said IS’s
actions could amount to
genocide, and is investigating
jihadist atrocities across Iraq.

Yesterday, women wearing
white T-shirts paraded around
Lalish temple, the Yazidis’
holiest shrine, brandishing
banners to commemorate the
“genocide” and portraits of IS
victims. They were led by
Hazem Tahsin Bek, who late
last month was enthroned as
the community’s prince at a
ceremony in Lalish, succeed-
ing his father Tahsin Said Ali
who died in January after a
long illness. —AFP


