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KUWAIT: Close-up looks of a starfish found on the Khairan beach. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: The expansion of the Scientific Center of
Kuwait will contribute to the advancement of science and
knowledge in the country in accordance with His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
vision. The expansion - supported by the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Science (KFAS) - aims
at encouraging current and future generations to continue
pursuing knowledge, science and education.

Speaking on the issue, Deputy KFAS Director Dr Salem
Al-Hajraf said that the center, established in 2000 under
the auspices and attendance of the late Amir Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, was a cornerstone in
Kuwait’s scientific education. KFAS, a non-profit instituted
founded in 1976, will use all of its resources to back all
efforts for advancing science, affirmed Hajraf.

General Manager of the Scientific Center Rana Al-
Nibari said meanwhile that the expansion project would
include a three-storey building at a space of 30,000
square meters in addition to outer renovations to the old
building. The new facility will cater to the needs of visi-
tors and will include classrooms, training halls, and new
intriguing facilities, she indicated, revealing that the initial

expansion process began on June 2018 with a budget of
KD 36 million. The expansion project is expected to finish
on June 30, 2021.

In regards to the original center building, Nibari
revealed that in 2018, the facility hosted some 500,000
visitors of which 20 percent were from schools and vari-
ous education facilities. The center also offer internship

programs for volunteers during the summer season, she
indicated. In April 2013, the Scientific Center inked the ini-
tial agreement to develop the expansion project, which will

include new and interesting facilities. The Scientific Center
was the brainchild of late Amir Sheikh Jaber. It was built at
a cost of KD 25 million. — KUNA

Scientific Center’s expansion contributes to
knowledge, science advancement in Kuwait
Project to build a three-storey building over an area of 30,000 square meters

NBK sponsors
‘Donate for their
education’ 
initiative
KUWAIT: In line with National Bank of
Kuwait’s commitment towards community
development and its deep-rooted beliefs that
education is a human basic right, NBK
extended its sponsorship for the fifth consec-
utive year to Kuwait Red Crescent Society’s
(KRCS) program ‘Donate for their education’
to assist children of low-income and vulnera-
ble families. The program aims to provide
education opportunities to 5,000 students
through covering their school tuition fees for
the upcoming academic year 2019/2020.
Sponsoring this program is in line with NBK’s
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initia-
tives, a cornerstone to the bank’s strategy to
promote sustainability and as part of the
strategic partnership between NBK and
KRCS over the years.

“NBK’s sponsorship of ‘Donate for their
education’ program for the fifth consecutive
year is in line with our CSR framework guiding
our efforts towards promoting the education
sector. Investing in education is of the utmost
importance as it is considered the solid foun-
dations on which the country’s development is
built on,” Isam Al-Sager, NBK CEO said. “We
are committed to developing our society and
we believe that education paves the way to a
promising future in Kuwait,” he added.  

Sager highlighted that NBK is keen on
increasing the number of students benefiting
from the campaign which successfully man-
aged to cover the tuition fees for about 5,000
students last year. Such efforts contribute to
social stability for families in need and also
provide opportunities to create an educated
and knowledgeable generation.

“We are committed to supporting various
humanitarian and charitable initiatives as we
always strive to helping those in need as part
of our responsibilities towards the community,
in line with our aim to set the foundations of
sustainable development in line with the
strategic development vision “Kuwait 2035,”
Sager added. 

Sager stressed that educational develop-
ment and youth empowerment are two of the

main pillars of NBK’s strategy to promote
sustainability. Over the past three years, NBK
has consistently increased its contributions
and managed to successfully reinforce its
position as a global sustainability leader, cul-
minating in its inclusion in the world’s leading
FTSE4Good index. 

Meanwhile, Dr Hilal Al Sayer, Chairman of
KRCS said: “We are delighted to have such a
strategic partnership with NBK and highly
value its contribution to this humanitarian
project, which aims at providing the necessary
support to the children in need.”  

“A donation campaign to support educa-
tion is an excellent developmental project.
Through such indicatives, we are able to pro-
vide education for children who come from
families in need. That highly contributes to
reducing illiteracy and assists in developing
and preparing those children for the labor
market, thus equipping them with the neces-
sary tools to support their families and eradi-
cate poverty, along with its negative impact
on the society,” Dr Sayer added.

‘Donate for their education’ program is
part of KRCS’ contributions in partnership
with NBK which goes back to 2015. The
project successfully covered the school
tuitions for 500 students in its first year,

2,565 students in its second year, 4,275 stu-
dents in the third year and 5,000 students in
its fourth year.  NBK maintains its leadership
position as the best bank in maintaining CSR
practices among regional banks and private
sector institutions. NBK has an unwavering

commitment to contribute to humanitarian
organizations and social initiatives that sup-
port a wide range of objectives, especially
KRCS which is a leading humanitarian
organization with wide impact at both local
and international levels.

KUWAIT: Isam Al-Sager, NBK CEO, receives a letter of appreciation from Dr Hilal Al Sayer,
Chairman of KRCS.
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KUWAIT: Ongoing works at the Scientific Center expansion project. — KUNA photos


