
DIVONNE-LES-BAINS, France:
Kuwait will never forget the French town
of Divonne-les-Bains’ embracing of its
nationals in the delicate time of the 1990-
91 Iraqi occupation, Kuwait’s Deputy
Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarrallah said.
Kuwait remembers how Divonne-les-
Bains welcomed, supported and offered all
facilitates to citizenry, who moved to it
during this difficult time, to pursue their
lives and study, Jarallah said on the side-
lines of his participation in a function
organized by the Kuwaiti embassy in Paris
on Friday for Kuwaiti tourists visiting the
French town.

“Since then, many Kuwaitis have
become attached to this town due to its
picturesque landscape and ideal location
near the Swiss city of Geneva and the rest
of the south of France,” Jarallah stated. He
underlined that Kuwait also recalls the
French government’s support to Kuwait
and its remarkable contribution to the lib-
eration war. The Kuwaiti official hailed the
warm welcome of Kuwaiti tourists during
their visits to Divonne-les-Bains every
year. In addition to Jarallah, the ceremony
was also attended by Chairman of the
Kuwaiti  Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Ali  Al-Ghanem, Kuwait ’s
Ambassador to France Sami Al-Suleiman
and a large audience of Kuwaiti diplomats
and tourists as well as French officials and
public figures, including Divonne-les-
Bains Mayor Vincent Sacttolin.

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti  Ambassador
Suleiman highl ighted the depth of

Kuwaiti-French relations and their great
future prospects. He expressed apprecia-
tion to Mayor Sacttolin and town council
for their welcome of Kuwaitis, who prefer
to spend their summer vacations in their
beautiful town. “Our choice of the second
of August reminds us of the noble stance
of Divonne-les-Bains during the plight of
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait which started
on the same day in 1990,” Suleiman said in
a speech during the ceremony. “The town

has provided all facilities to Kuwaiti citi-
zens who stayed here throughout the sev-
en-month-long Iraqi occupation,” he not-
ed. He renewed Kuwait’s gratitude for
France’s principled stance and support to
Kuwait during the occupation ordeal and
its participation in the liberation war. In a
statement after the ceremony, Suleiman
unveiled that he held a fruitful meeting
with Mayor Sacttolin before the start of
the function. He disclosed that they dis-

cussed efforts to bolster relations with the
French town as well as investment oppor-
tunities in Divonne-les-Bains and Kuwait.

In the meantime, Mayor Sacttolin said
that the remarkable Kuwaiti presence in
town has given it a distinctive character.
Divonne-les-Bains remembers those diffi-
cult days experienced by Kuwaiti visitors
during the Iraqi invasion of their country,
he said, recalling how the local community
extended a helpful hand to the Kuwaiti

guests in a great show of solidarity, espe-
cially with children. He also recalled how
local schools had opened their doors for
Kuwaiti children to enroll and continue
their study. Relations with Kuwait have
developed over the past years and began
to take cultural, economic and humanitari-
an dimensions as the Kuwaiti visitors have
become part of Divonne-les-Bains’ com-
munity that “We cherish and respect,” he
concluded. — KUNA
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Last week brought up a bitter memory that
Kuwait cannot forget despite the passage of
29 years - the Iraqi invasion of the country.

There are still details of those difficult days that
are unknown. The invasion was an attack by the
Iraqi army against Kuwait on Aug 2, 1990 by a
direct order from the former Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein. All international embassies in
Kuwait were abolished, Kuwait was declared the
19th province of Iraq and names of streets and
facilities were changed. The Iraqi army carried out
all kinds of torture and humiliation that led to the
death and disappearance of many Kuwaitis.

The Iraqi occupation of Kuwait lasted for seven
months. The occupation ended with the liberation
of Kuwait on Feb 26, 1991, after the Second Gulf
War. The war was waged by coalition forces from
35 nations led by the United States in response to
the invasion. The memory of the Iraqi invasion is a
vital phase in the history of the nation. The whole
world supported Kuwait and it was a rare example
of international unity against a criminal act. 

His Highness the Amir Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah visited Iraq in June in a move that
was described as historic. Today, the Iraqi and
Kuwait governments continue to heal the wounds
of the invasion, but it is not easy. This issue is still
an open case and under consideration by the
Kuwaiti and Iraqi sides. 

Recently, some Kuwaiti academics spoke about
the importance of documenting the Iraqi invasion
in full, criticizing the absence of a formal project
documenting this act of aggression in all its details
and events. They said documenting the invasion is
needed in order to avoid any possible fallacies
that may be published by some people or sources
about the history of Kuwait, especially with the
emergence of new and suspicious studies calling
for rewriting the history of Kuwait away from the
truth. It will also highlight the role of the Kuwaiti
resistance and the issue of prisoners and martyrs
of the invasion. It will be a living memory for gen-
erations, and will not die over the years.

I do not think there is a deliberate intention not
to document the events of the Iraqi invasion, but
perhaps it was not done because it is a memory
that cannot be forgotten or ignored. I agree to the
need for younger generations to learn about the
reality of the Iraqi invasion and that there are still
martyrs and persons whose fate is unknown.
Raising the matter annually in local and interna-
tional media is required, so that the current and
future generations know the details of the brutal
invasion.

The Iraqi foreign ministry confirmed in a state-
ment last week efforts of the authorities to end the
effects of the invasion by the Saddam regime. This
issue has left many sad memories for all those who
lost their families and loved ones, and calls for the
importance of peace and avoiding war and
aggression. No one can emerge victorious from
aggression. 
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Kuwait recalls French town’s hosting
of nationals during Iraqi invasion

DIVONNE-LES-BAINS, France: A group photo taken during a function organized by the Kuwaiti embassy in Paris on Friday for Kuwaiti tourists visiting the French town of
Divonne-les-Bains. — KUNA

Kuwaitis become attached to Divonne-les-Bains since then: Diplomat

Kuwait grateful for
int’l community
efforts to end 
Iraqi occupation
NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative at
the United Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi
has reiterated Kuwait’s gratitude and appreciation for
the international community’s efforts to liberate
Kuwait from the Iraqi occupation which took place
on the same day 29 years ago. “I would like to renew
my thanks to all the countries which backed the right,
justice and international legitimacy at this hall,”
Otaibi said at a UN Security Council session on the
children and armed conflicts on Friday. He recalled
with appreciation the UN Security Council’s adoption
of resolution No. 660 on the same day of the Iraqi

invasion which condemned the invasion and demand-
ed Iraqis to withdraw immediately and unconditional-
ly to positions as they were on 1 August 1990.

“Thanks to God and the UNSC’s commitment to
enforcing its resolutions, at the forefront of which
resolution No. 660 (of 1990), my country has been
liberated,” he said. He noted that the image of the
UNSC meeting to discuss liberation of Kuwait was
engraved in hearts and minds of every Kuwaiti.
“Many of Kuwait’s brave sons were killed during this
invasion and many others were taken as prisoners of
war or gone missing,” he regretted.

On the protection of children during armed con-
flicts, Otaibi affirmed Kuwait’s support to all efforts
aligned with the United Nations Charter to safeguard
children’s rights, especially in armed conflicts. He
pointed that the council has adopted several resolu-
tions to guarantee the protection of children against
grave violations and to guarantee their access to
humanitarian assistance. Citing violations against
children in Syria, Yemen and the occupied Palestinian
territories, the Kuwaiti envoy emphasized the impor-
tance of protecting children, with governments bear-
ing primary responsibility in this regard. He also
underlined the pivotal role of the UN, international
and regional organizations in offering required pro-
tection to children across the world. — KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative at
the United Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi
speaks during a UN Security Council session on the
children and armed conflicts. — KUNA

A memorial commemorating Kuwaiti martyrs displayed at 360 mall.

Kuwait Martyrs
Office marks 
Iraqi invasion’s 
anniversary
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: On the 29th anniversary of the Iraqi inva-
sion of Kuwait, the Kuwait Martyrs Office held vari-
ous activities in Kuwait over the weekend. The three
days of activities took place at 360 mall, Avenues
mall, and Hamra mall. Similar events were held at the
headquarters of the Public Authority for Agricultural
Affairs and Fish Resources. The activities included
displaying huge billboards with photos of martyrs,
activities for children such as drawing competitions
and theatrical performances. Competitions for adults
were held as well. The Kuwait Martyrs Office holds
such activities to remind the younger generations of a
very important part of Kuwait’s history, as over half of
the Kuwaiti population is under 29. 

KUWAIT: Officials attend a function organized by the Kuwait Martyrs Office at 360 mall to commemo-
rate Kuwaiti martyrs. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Children attend the event.


