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KUWAIT: The Asian juniors boxing tournament
will begin tomorrow under the patronage of
Kuwait Olympic Committee President Sheikh
Fahd Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad and in the pres-
ence of Deputy Director General of the Public
Authority for Sports Saqer Al-Mulla, head of
Asian Boxing Federation Anas Al-Otaiba and
heads of Asian boxing federations that are par-
ticipating in the championship. The opening cer-
emony will witness a parade of participating
countries, a show that will reflect the youth’s hap-
piness towards the lifting of Kuwait’s international
sports participation as well as folkloric dances.

Preliminary matches will also be held, leading
to the finals on Aug 8, as boxers will compete for
14 gold medals. Chairman of Kuwait Boxing Fed-
eration Mohammad Mansi said everything is
ready for the Asian championship, as efforts
were made to ensure the success of this impor-
tant event.

Mansi thanked Kuwait Olympic Committee
and its President Sheikh Fahd, who followed
preparations day by day and provided great sup-
port to the Kuwait Boxing Federation. He also fol-

lowed the na-
tional boxing
team and gave all
what was re-
quired to ensure
their best physi-
cal and technical
readiness. Mansi
also lauded the
dist inguished
role of PAS in re-
moving all ob-
stacles in order
to ensure an or-

ganization that reflects the status of Kuwaiti youth
in Asia. Mansi thanked Kuwait Sports Club board
and its Chairman Khalid Al-Ghanem, who wel-
comed the hosting of the tournament at his club.

Meanwhile, Kuwait national team coach
Hamid Zayed said the national boxing team
has reached the best physical and technical
preparedness, despite the short period they
had compared to the rest of teams, especially
teams from Kazakhstan, the best in the world,
Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, South Korea, China
and India. “Time was not on our side to pre-

pare boxers the way we wanted, but we
reached a satisfactory level,” Zayed said.
“The Kuwaiti athlete is courageous and
clever, and this is required in a boxer. We

hope this continental tournament will be a
launch pad for Kuwait boxing to make the
best achievements regionally and at the con-
tinental level,” he added. 

Long-awaited Asian juniors boxing 
tournament will begin tomorrow 

SYDNEY: Fallen star Israel Folau has launched
legal action against Rugby Australia and the
NSW Waratahs for unfair dismissal, he said yes-
terday, demanding an apology, compensation and
the right to play again after he was sacked for
making homophobic comments. Super Rugby’s
record try-scorer, who was on a Aus$1 million-a-
year (US$690,000), four-year contract, was fired
in May for posting online that “hell awaits” gay
people and others he considers sinners.

The devout Christian opted not to appeal and
mediation attempts failed, prompting Folau to
take the highly divisive case, which has drawn
support from conservatives and outrage else-
where, to the courts. “A conciliation before the
Fair Work Commission did not resolve the mat-
ters between us. Accordingly, I am commencing
court proceedings against Rugby Australia and

the NSW Waratahs,” he said in a video message.
Folau, who has played 73 times for the Walla-

bies, raised more than Aus$2 million in just two
days through the Australian Christian Lobby to
help pay his legal fees, before the appeal was
paused, with enough money “for now”. It replaced
a GoFundMe crowdfunding campaign that was
shut down after raising more than Aus$700,000,
with the platform saying it would not “tolerate the
promotion of discrimination or exclusion”.

Folau’s claim, lodged with the Federal Circuit
Court in Melbourne on Wednesday and seen by
AFP, argued he was unlawfully dismissed under
a section of Australia’s Fair Work Act that disal-
lows sackings because of a person’s religion. It
said the 30-year-old was seeking compensation,
interest, damages, injunctive and declaratory re-
lief, along with an apology.

‘Fundamental human right’ 
Previous reports put the compensation fig-

ure at Aus$10 million, including for lost spon-
sorship and marketing opportunities, a sum
that could prove disastrous for Rugby Aus-
tralia. “Mr Folau is an elite sportsman and
record try-scorer who should be playing for
the NSW Waratahs and the Wallabies, includ-
ing in the upcoming Rugby World Cup,” his
lawyers said in the claim. “His form and natural
talent suggest he would continue to be a star
player for both teams.”

It added that there was nothing unlawful
about uploading religious content to social
media. “This benign conduct, which the commu-
nity accepts is a recognized fundamental human
right and freedom, did not justify any punitive
action being taken against him by his employer

under the player contract or otherwise,” the
claim stated. 

“It certainly did not justify Mr. Folau losing
his career and livelihood.” The governing body
had no immediate comment, but has insisted
Folau’s firing was purely contractual, saying he
had agreed not to disparage anyone over their
sexual orientation following a similar contro-
versy last year. “I have been blessed to have re-
ceived the support of tens of thousands of
Australians throughout my journey, and I want
to say thank you to everyone who has offered
their prayers and support,” Folau added in his
video message. “It has meant so much to (wife)
Maria and me over the last few months and
gives us strength for the road ahead.” The mat-
ter has been listed for a directions hearing on
August 13. — AFP  
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