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COLOMBO: Sri Lanka put on a clinical perform-
ance with bat and ball to record a 122-run win
in the third and final one-day international and
complete a clean sweep over Bangladesh in
Colombo on Wednesday. Former captain Angelo
Mathews led Sri Lanka with 87 off 90 balls,
guiding the side to 294-8 before Dasun Shanaka
backed his 30 off 14 with three wickets for 27
runs to complete the rout.

Somuya Sarkar hit the only half-century for
Bangladesh, 69 off 86 balls, but it gave Sri Lanka
no trouble as the visitors were bowled out for
172. Kasun Rajitha (2-17) and Lahiru Kumara (2-
26) complemented Shanaka with the ball to
complete the victory in 36 overs. Leg-spinner
Akila Dananjaya deceived Soumya with his flight
to bowl the left-hander in the 32nd over for his
only wicket, rendering the rest of the game a
mere formality.

Tail-ender Taijul Islamís unbeaten 39 off 28
balls only managed to entertain a sparse crowd
at the R. Premadasa Stadium and delay the re-
sult.  “I worked hard after getting dropped from
the side. I was confident with my batting which
helped me perform well. We’re all relieved as a
team because we performed together,” Shanaka
said after the match. The home side won the first
two matches respectively by 91 runs and seven
wickets.   

“There are a lot of negatives, starting from

myself to the team. We have to hold it tight and
come back strong,” said Bangladesh captain
Tamim Iqbal, who scored 21 runs in the three
matches. Mathews and Kusal Mendis, who made
54 off 58 balls, set the platform for Sri Lanka’s
big innings after skipper Dimuth Karunaratne
won the toss and elected to bat first. Mathews
and Mendis put on 101 for the fourth wicket.

Bangladesh got an early breakthrough when
Shafiul Islam removed Avishka Fernando for six
but Karunaratne (46) and Kusal Perera (42)
steadied the innings with an 83-run stand. Left-
arm spinner Taijul Islam removed Karunaratne
to break the partnership and Rubel Hossain got
rid of Perera in the next over to bring
Bangladesh back into the contest. But Mathews
and Mendis snatched the momentum back
thanks to some sloppy fielding by Bangladeshi
players. Mushfiqur Rahim dropped Mathews on
32 off Shafiul before Sabbir Rahman gave the
former Sri Lankan captain another life on 63 off
Mehidy Hasan’s bowling. 

Mathews, who hit eight fours and a six, was
finally dismissed by Soumya Sarkar in the last
over but not before Bangladesh reviewed a
caught behind appeal initially dismissed by on-
field umpire. Soumya finished with 3-56 while
medium pace Shafiul also claimed 3-68. The is-
land nation’s cricket board has dedicated the
match to pace bowler Nuwan Kulasekara who

announced his retirement last week. Tamim-led
Bangladesh wore black armbands to pay respect

to their first national captain, Shamim Kabir, who
died on Monday. — AFP 

Clinical Sri Lanka whitewash series 
win over ‘negative’, dire Bangladesh

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka cricketers celebrate after victory over Bangladesh by 122 runs in the third one
day international (ODI) cricket match of a three-match ODI series between Sri Lanka and Bangladesh
at The R Premadasa Stadium. — AFP 

Unsettled India start
rebuilding in Florida
LAUDERHILL: India head into their all-format tour of the
West Indies this weekend with more on their mind than
simply winning a couple of T20s. For Virat Kohli’s side —
and indeed for the West Indies — it is a chance to pick
up the pieces after a disappointing one-day international
(ODI) World Cup in England and put behind them the re-
cent talk of splits in the camp.

Kohli’s confidant Ravi Shastri is on borrowed time be-
fore the appointment of a new coach, former captain MS
Dhoni has skipped the tour to do military service while
Kohli this week has had to dismiss talk of a rift with pro-
lific opening batsman Rohit Sharma. “It baffles you as a
leader, as a coach, and as a team when lies are being
floated around,” Kohli told reporters this week. “And they
are made to look believable. We have had no issues.”

India, unexpectedly beaten by New Zealand in the
World Cup semi-final last month, are likely to find plenty
of support during the first two T20s on Saturday and
Sunday with expatriate Indians expected to outnumber
West Indian fans at the delightful Central Broward Sta-
dium in Lauderhill, Florida.

Lauderhill, home of (USA) cricket 
The stadium hosted its first internationals back in

2010 when New Zealand played Sri Lanka in two T20s.
West Indies and India played a T20 there three years
ago and produced real fireworks, with KL Rahul smash-
ing a century off 46 balls and Evin Lewis responding for
the West Indies with a ton off 49 balls. The Indians won
by just one run.

Rahul will be hoping to replicate that form in Lauder-
hill and in the third T20 and ODI series in Guyana and

Trinidad but the Indians will miss the experience of Dhoni
as well as all-rounder Hardik Pandya, who has been
rested, and fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah, who will join the
squad for the tour-ending Test matches. The Tests in An-
tigua and Jamaica will have a special significance as they
will mark the first round of matches for each side in the
new World Test Championship.

Unlike the visitors, the West Indies went into the World
Cup as one of the outsiders and despite a resounding vic-
tory over Pakistan to open their campaign, they slid down
to ninth in the final standings amid much disaffection and
rancor among their diehard supporters over the repeated
manner in which they surrendered potential winning po-
sitions. Their meeting with India at Old Trafford ended in
a crushing 125-run defeat.  

Now, with an eye on building towards the defense of
their World T20 title in Australia in 15 monthsí time, they
have welcomed back experienced franchise globetrotters
in all —rounder Kieron Pollard and spinner Sunil Narine.
Carlos Brathwaite is back as captain. There is no Chris
Gayle in Florida as he is hard at work in the Global T20
event in Canada. But the big-hitting opener has been se-
lected for the ODI leg of the tour, perhaps as a final
farewell in front of home fans. Already 39, he is hardly
likely to feature in the next World Cup in India in 2023.
India will start favorites across all three formats although
the West Indies are expected to be at their most compet-
itive and explosive in the T20s.

T20 Teams (probable): 
West Indies — Carlos Brathwaite (captain), Evin

Lewis, John Campbell, Shimron Hetmyer, Nicholas
Pooran, Kieron Pollard, Keemo Paul, Rovman Powell, Sunil
Narine, Khary Pierre, Oshane Thomas

India — Virat Kohli (captain), Rohit Sharma, Shikhar
Dhawan, K. L. Rahul, Rishabh Pant (wicketkeeper), Man-
ish Pandey, Krunal Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja, Khaleel
Ahmed, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Deepak Chahar. — AFP 

Tiger commits to first 
two US PGA playoff events
MIAMI: Reigning Masters champion Tiger Woods committed Wednesday
to playing in US PGA Tour playoff events the next two weeks, hoping for
the chance to defend his Tour Championship title. Woods, a 15-time major
champion chasing the all-time record of 18 major wins by Jack Nicklaus,
tweeted that he would play in the Northern Trust at Liberty National in
suburban New York next week and the BMW Championship at Medinah
near Chicago in two weeks.

“Ready to begin the FedExCup playoffs starting with @TheNTGolf
and then the @BMWChamps. Hope to see you there,” Woods tweeted.
Woods was a Northern Trust runner-up at Liberty National in 2009 and
2013 and captured PGA Championships at Medinah in 1999 and 2006.
The 43-year-old US star has won 81 US PGA titles, one shy of the career
record set by Sam Snead. Woods, a two-time winner of the US PGA play-
off crown, stands 27th in the season points standings, at risk of not crack-
ing the top 30 who qualify for the season-ending showdown at East Lake
in Atlanta.

The top 125 players on the season points list after this week’s Wynd-
ham Championship in Greensboro, North Carolina, will secure 2019-20
US PGA berths and advance to the three-event playoffs. From a field of
125 at the Northern Trust only 70 advance to the BMW and from there
only 30 reach the Tour Championship. If Woods plays at the Northern
Trust and BMW events in consecutive weeks, it will be the first time he
has played in back-to-back weeks since February at Riviera and the WGC
Mexico Championship.

Should he then attempt to defend his crown in the Tour Championship,
it would be the first time he has played three weeks in a row since last
year’s playoffs. Woods has played a very limited schedule since capturing
his fifth green jacket last April at Augusta National, snapping a major win
drought dating to 2008 and serving notice he had completed his fight-
back following multiple back surgeries. Since the Masters, Woods has
played only this year’s three other major tournaments and the Memorial,
a Nicklaus-hosted US Open tuneup event. In his most recent start, he
missed the cut two weeks ago at the British Open at Royal Portrush in
Northern Ireland. — AFP


