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Top tip: For more history, cross the river to visit the
Cathedral Museum in the spectacular Berliner Dom.

California Academy of Sciences (San Francisco)
This fun, interactive place bills itself as the world’s only

aquarium-planetarium-rainforest-living museum. The albino
alligator is particularly memorable, as is the ‘living roof’ of
wildflowers, earthquake simulator, and the opportunity to
climb into the canopy of a rainforest.

Top tip: The museum offers ‘nightlife’ tickets so you can
explore the exhibits with a cocktail in your hand.

Garden Museum (London)
The Garden Museum is a hidden oasis. Housed in a Victo-

rian church, visitors journey through exhibitions focusing on
quirky gardening histories, alongside contemporary art-
works. The best bit is the tranquil, leafy courtyard - grab a
deckchair and forget you’re in the heart of London.

Top tip: Don’t miss venturing up the winding medieval
tower that rewards with panoramic views of Victoria Gardens
and the Houses of Parliament.

Palais de Tokyo (Paris)
Paris has a reputation for having a somewhat fusty, tra-

ditional art scene compared to New York, Berlin and Lon-
don, but Palais de Tokyo is one of the city’s major
risk-takers. As a contemporary art museum, it’s less com-
mercial than most places in Paris. Whether you truly under-
stand what you see or not, whatever’s on display will put
your imagination to work.

Top tip: Museum cafe The Readymade is a popular work-
space with locals, so bring your laptop if you want to catch
up on emails in one of the trendiest places in Paris.

National September 11 Memorial Museum (New York City)
The National September 11 Memorial Museum, on the site

of the World Trade Center, is an interactive experience that
pays tribute to the 2,977 people killed in the 2001 terror at-
tacks. The victims’ stories are central to this poignant and
powerful memorial, which contains thousands of artifacts,
videos, images and oral recordings. 

Top tip: Book the early access museum tour, before the
crowds arrive, for an intimate experience with an expert guide.

Te Papa (Wellington)
Te Papa (‘treasure box’) is indeed a trove of M?ori history

and culture, with environmental exhibitions, ‘discovery cen-
tres’ for children, and New Zealand’s National Art Collection.
Given the country’s youth, it’s fun to see relatively modern
items such as Converse and pop culture artifacts included as
pieces of history too. 

Top tip: Be sure to check out the realistic and
thought-provoking earthquake simulator.
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Natural History & Pitt Rivers museums (Oxford)
At the Museum of Natural History in Oxford you’re en-

couraged to touch the taxidermy and fossils, unlike in its Lon-
don equivalent. Afterwards, descend into the basement Pitt
Rivers Museum, home to the anthropological collections of
the University of Oxford. It’s a maze of close cabinets filled
with sometimes creepy curiosities, including shrunken heads
from the Amazon.

Top tip: Make sure you seek out the Museum of Natural
History’s very own dodo!

Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum (Phnom Penh, Cambodia)
This former school was transformed into a prison during

the Cambodian genocide of the 1970s; most of the rooms
have lain largely untouched since the tragedies. Horrifying in
its entirety, the museum provides the ambience required to
reflect on the horrendous crimes of its past.

Top tip: Think carefully about what you want to get out of
a visit; though an important and powerful museum, this is an
extremely sobering place.

Zeitz MOCAA Museum (Cape Town)
The most important museum to open in Africa for more

than a century, the new Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art
Africa has been miraculously hewn from the inside of a mas-

sive disused grain silo. The sense of space within this state-
of-the-art complex is as enthralling as the collection of art it
showcases.

Top tip: With more than 80 galleries, it’s a place to lose
yourself in. Just make sure you find your way to the rooftop
sculpture garden.

Mutter Museum (Philadelphia)
This multi-storey museum echoes a 19th-century circus

sideshow, with rare, odd and sometimes disturbing medical
specimens from history. It might be one to avoid if you are
squeamish, but it’s fascinating to see how the human body has
developed, adapted, and disformed through modern-day
medical observance.

Top tip: You can get $2 off admission on Monday and
Tuesday.

Theta Museum (Bergen, Norway)
This fascinating, single-room exhibit is officially the small-

est museum in Norway. The room was used by the Norwegian
resistance during Nazi Occupation. The guided ‘tour’ includes
insights into how the resistance worked with the British Navy
during the war, and how their secret activities were eventu-
ally, and accidentally, discovered by the Germans. 
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