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out nearby bar Lee Family Chicken where
meat and beer are the perfect restorative.

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum (Boston)
Walking around Isabella Stewart Gardner’s

former home, you can’t help but be gobs-
macked by both her exquisite taste and her
thorough pillaging of world art. Works by
Botticelli, da Vinci and Titian, to name but a
few, vie for space, while priceless statues
from ancient Greece and Rome are casually
strewn across the magnificent courtyard. 

Top tip: Get there early on a weekday to
wander in peace.

Little Museum of Dublin
The Little Museum of Dublin tells the

story of the Irish capital in a quirky, relat-
able way. Set in a Georgian townhouse loca-
tion, it takes you through history from Alfie
Byrne (former Dublin Lord Mayor and the
city’s most popular politician of the 20th
century) to U2. 

Top tip: Guided tours are run by locals
with a passion for the city. Book quickly as
they sell out.

Speculum Alchemiae (Prague)
This museum of alchemy is intimate but in-

tricate, focusing on a little slice of history that
can be devoured and enjoyed in under an
hour. A genuine alchemist’s lab, it was only
discovered in 2002 and sheds light on
Prague’s history of occultism. Explore secret
tunnels full of curios, including labs where al-
chemists worked futilely to create gold.

Top tip: Don’t confuse it with the Mu-
seum of Alchemists and Magicians of Old
Prague across the river. This one is

tucked away in the Jewish Quarter.

Islamic Arts Museum (Kuala Lumpur)
Enter the Islamic Arts Museum and be fas-

cinated by the incredible scholarship, innova-
tion, exploration, creativity and mashup of
styles between indigenous cultures and the
Islamic world. It’s hard not to fall in love with
the beautiful mathematical designs, the archi-
tecture, and the storytelling here. 

Top tip: Stay for lunch at the tasty Middle
Eastern restaurant on-site.

Horniman Museum (London)
The Horniman is the astonishing collection

of tea merchant John Horniman, housed in a
lovely art-nouveau building. It’s worth a trip to
just to see the 100-year-old overstuffed walrus
that takes centre stage (it even has its own
Twitter account). It’s surrounded by ageing
cabinets that contain all sorts of questionable
taxidermy specimens; elsewhere there’s art and
musical instruments from all over the world. 

Top tip: Outside in the surrounding farm
and gardens, visit real-life animals that have
escaped being stuffed, and enjoy a breathtak-
ing view of the London skyline.

DDR Museum (Berlin)
The DDR Museum is ideal for anyone

wanting a hands-on experience of history.
Drive a simulated route in a Trabant (East
German car), take a seat in a typical DDR
tower-block flat, rummage through a collec-
tion of books and tapes, and fiddle around
with digital displays; all to get a feel for life
in former East Germany under the Stasi
regime, a sector of the government that kept
its citizens cut off from the rest of the world. 

The Little Museum of Dublin occupies a lovely Georgian townhouse.

The intricate dome of the Islamic Arts Museum in Kuala Lumpur.


