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Afestival to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Wood-
stock with a star-studded blow-out has officially
been canceled, organizers said Wednesday, nailing

shut the coffin on an event long plagued by permit and fi-
nancial woes. After it could not secure a site in upstate
New York, where the original Woodstock took place, or-
ganizers had vowed the show would go on at the Merri-
weather Post Pavilion in Columbia, Maryland northeast of
the US capitol.

But that move saw artists including Jay-Z and Miley
Cyrus, along with veterans of the 1969 festival like Santana,
begin backing out of the August 16-18 weekend. “We are
saddened that a series of unforeseen setbacks has made it
impossible to put on the Festival we imagined with the great
line-up we had booked and the social engagement we were
anticipating,” said Michael Lang, a promoter and co-
founder of the first Woodstock.

“We released all the talent so any involvement on their
part would be voluntary. Due to conflicting radius issues in
the DC area many acts were unable to participate and oth-
ers passed for their own reasons,” he said, encouraging
artists and agents “who have been fully paid” to donate 10
percent of their fees to causes “in the spirit of peace.” Much
of the music world had already given up on the prospect of
the anniversary blast, as the festival’s producers ran into a
number of financial battles and rejection by multiple venues
in upstate New York.

A separate celebration not connected to Woodstock 50
is planned for the same weekend at the original site, now
operated by the Bethel Woods Center for the Arts. There
performances by Ringo Starr, Santana and Fogerty will
commemorate the weekend of peace, love and music that
saw hundreds of thousands descend on a dairy farm to see
Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin and others play in the pouring rain.
“My thoughts turn to Bethel and its celebration of our 50th
Anniversary to reinforce the values of compassion, human
dignity, and the beauty of our differences embraced by
Woodstock,” Lang said. — AFP

In this file photo taken on Jan-
uary 25, 2013 Harold Prince at-
tends “The Phantom Of The
Opera” Broadway 25th An-
niversary at Majestic Theatre
in New York. — AFP

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton reacts
after the qualifying session of the German For-
mula One Grand Prix at the Hockenheim racing
circuit on July 27, 2019 in Hockenheim, south-

ern Germany. — AFP 

Broadway director and producer Harold
Prince-who brought some of the most
successful musicals ever to the stage in-

cluding “The Phantom of the Opera” and won a
record 21 Tony awards-died Wednesday after a
short illness. He was 91. Tributes poured in for
Prince, whose glittering career lasted more than
60 years and featured several hit collaborations
with fellow musical theater royalty Stephen
Sondheim (“Company” and “Sweeney Todd”)
and Andrew Lloyd Webber (“Phantom” and
“Evita”). Lloyd Webber described him as “the
prince of musicals.” “This wonderful man taught
me so much and his mastery of musical theater
was without equal,” the British composer wrote
on Twitter.

Prince-called “Hal” by those close to him-
passed away in Reykjavik, Iceland, his publicist
said in a statement emailed to AFP. He leaves be-
hind his wife of 56 years, Judy; a son and a
daughter, and three grandchildren. “As per his
wishes, there will be no funeral but there will be
a celebration of his life this fall with the people
he loved most, the members of the theatrical
community that he was a part of for seven
decades,” the spokesman said.

Prince was born in New York on January 30,
1928, getting his first foot through the theater
door as an assistant to producer-director

George Abbott in the late 1940s and early 1950s.
He shot to fame as a co-producer of Abbott’s
“The Pajama Game,” which won the 1955 Tony
for best musical. Prince enjoyed further success
with “Cabaret” in 1966 before starting a long
and fruitful partnership with Sondheim, which
brought a string of accolades. Their 1970 com-
edy “Company” won six Tony awards, including
best musical. “Follies,” which opened the follow-
ing year, went one better, picking up seven
Tonys. “A Little Night Music” (1973) and
“Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet
Street” (1979) both won Tonys for best musical.
The latter also collected an Olivier Award for
Best New Musical.

Prince directed Lloyd Webber’s hit musicals
“Evita” (1978 in London’s West End) and “The
Phantom of the Opera,” which opened in Lon-
don in 1986 and went on to become the longest-
running show in Broadway history. He received
a special Tony Award for lifetime achievement in
2006. “I am saddened beyond words,” said ac-
tress-dancer Chita Rivera, who starred in the
Prince-directed London and Broadway produc-
tions of “Kiss of the Spider Woman.” “There are
some people you feel we will never be without.
Hal is one of them. I owe so much to him. He
knows my love for him.” — AFP

Lewis Hamilton has said he will not let Netflix use film of
his travails while feeling sick at last weekend’s German
Grand Prix to be used in their second ‘Drive to Survive’

Formula One series. The defending five-time world champion,
who had a sore throat, secured pole position, but endured an
error-riddled race. In a tempestuous rain-hit event he finished
11th before being elevated to ninth when both Alfa Romeo cars
were given time penalties for a technical infringement.

“I won’t be in the Netflix show much, because I was sick the
whole time,” said Hamilton, as quoted by GPFans on Wednesday.
“I won’t allow them to release that.” Netflix, who were barred
from filming behind-the-scenes at Mercedes in 2018, were
granted access for one race this year and chose the team’s home
German Grand Prix. The weekend began with celebrations and
anniversaries, but ended in a bruising defeat. “We have given the
Netflix guys more content than on any other weekend,” said
rueful team boss Toto Wolff who preferred to look ahead to this
week’s Hungarian Grand Prix.

“I believe that one of the core strengths of our team is the
way we handle defeat,” he said. “We accept responsibility for
mistakes so we can learn and improve and we will come back
stronger from this.” Hamilton has said he wants to return feeling
physically fit and competitive for one of his favorite races where
he will be seeking a record-extending seventh victory. He leads
this year’s drivers’ championship by 41 points ahead of his Mer-
cedes team-mate Valtteri Bottas. He won last year’s Hungarian
race from pole position. — AFP


