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Philippine ride-hailing 
firm ‘sorry’ for likening 
service to sex
MANILA: A popular ride-hailing firm in the Philippines issued a
public apology yesterday after touching off a social media firestorm
with a claim its motorcycle-based service was “like sex”. Angkas
deleted the tweet and issued a disclaimer and apology after being
called out by the Philippine police and other irate users of the mo-
bile phone-based service. “Angkas is like sex. It’s scary the first
time but fun to do over and over again,” the company had posted
in a mixture of English and Filipino on its official Twitter account
on Monday.

Chief executive Angeline Tham, in a statement yesterday, said:
“Safety has always been our brand’s priority, and we apologize for
how our recent tweet has made users feel unsafe and cast doubt
on the integrity of our service.” “Sex should never be used to create
shame, fear, or disgust, and certainly not used lightly for the sake
of some buzz,” Tham added. Angkas, literally pillion rider, ingen-
iously makes use of motorbikes to get its passengers through
Manila’s notorious traffic gridlocks, giving it an edge over its car-
based ride-sharing app rivals.

While the post was later deleted, it did not escape the atten-
tion of the police, who posted a screenshot of it on Twitter with
a call for regulators of the transportation industry to take action.
“This is not acceptable to commuters. Angkas will scare people
off with this. This is not promoting public safety in transport busi-
ness anymore,” the Philippine National Police said. However, other
social media users also hit out at the police for its alleged double
standard. —AFP

LONDON: Britain’s Boris Johnson faces his
first test at the ballot box yesterday in a by-
election that could reduce his parliamentary
majority to one, making it harder to enact his
Brexit plan. Just over a week after he took of-
fice as prime minister, Johnson’s governing
Conservative party looks set to lose the Welsh
seat of Brecon and Radnorshire to a pro-Eu-
ropean candidate.

He is already facing strong opposition in
the 650-seat parliament to his plan to take
Britain out of the European Union without
a deal if necessary on October 31. Victory
for the anti-Brexit Liberal Democrats in
Brecon would embolden those opposition
MPs and some Conservatives who have
pledged to do whatever it takes to stop a
“no deal” departure.

Finance minister Sajid Javid on Wednesday
announced an extra £2.1 billion ($2.6 billion,
2.3 billion euros) to prepare for the possibility
of no-deal, with a parliamentary showdown
looming when MPs return in September. The
extra cash will be used to launch a public in-
formation campaign and “accelerate prepara-
tions at the border, support business
readiness and ensure the supply of critical
medicines,” said a government statement.

Brexit party challenge 
Yesterday’s by-election was called after for-

mer Conservative MP Chris Davies was forced
out, following his conviction for making false
expenses claims. He insists it was an honest mis-
take and is standing again, but polling points to
a win for the Lib Dems, who have previously
held the seat. Number Cruncher Politics, a
polling consultancy, put the Lib Dems on 43
percent, the Conservatives on 28, Nigel Farage’s
Brexit party on 20 and Labor on eight percent.
However, another Wales-wide survey by
YouGov published this week gave an unex-
pected boost to the Conservatives, which ex-
perts attributed to a modest “Boris bounce”.
Brecon and Radnorshire voted 52 percent to
leave the European Union in the 2016 vote -
echoing the UK-wide result.

Johnson, a leading Brexit campaigner in the
referendum, made a low-key visit on Tuesday
to meet with Davies. He urged voters not to de-
fect to the Brexit Party, which has been capital-
izing on the political deadlock over Britain’s EU
departure. “The Brexit party cannot deliver
Brexit, only the Conservatives can,” Johnson
said, adding that the Lib Dems “will do every-
thing they can to stop Brexit”. In European
elections in May, the Brexit Party won 31 per-

cent of the vote, pushing the Conservatives into
fifth place with just nine percent.

The pro-European Welsh nationalists and
Green party are not fielding candidates in Bre-
con to avoid splitting the anti-Brexit vote. John-
son says he wants an EU divorce deal but
argues the terms negotiated by his predecessor

Theresa May - which parliament has rejected
three times - are unacceptable. EU leaders have
repeatedly said the existing deal is the only one
available. Fears Britain was heading to a disor-
derly split with its closest trading partner sent
the pound to new two-year lows against the
dollar and the euro this week. —AFP
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LONDON: Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson (left), accompanied by Britain’s Home Secretary Priti Patel,
speaks at the first meeting of the National Policing Board at the Home Office in London. —AFP

‘Please stay with me,’ 
kidnapped Romanian 
girl begged police
BUCHAREST: The family of a 15-year-old Romanian girl kid-
napped earlier this month and now presumed dead has re-
leased recordings of her desperate calls for help to authorities
whose handling of the case has caused public outrage and dis-
missals of officials. A mechanic from Caracal in south Romania
has confessed to killing Alexandra Macesanu, who went miss-
ing on July 24, and another 18-year-old girl last seen in April. 

With authorities taking 19 hours to locate Macesanu after
she made three calls to the emergency number 112, the case
has sparked street protests, the interior minister’s resignation,
and the firing of some local officials. “Please stay with me on
the line, I’m really scared,” Macesanu told a policeman while
crying during her third and last call, according to a transcript
released on Facebook by her uncle Alexandru Cumpanasu late
on Tuesday. 

“I can’t stay on the line with you, miss, I have other calls,”
replied the officer Vasilica Viorel Florescu, according to the
transcript and audios. “Stay there, a police car will come with-
out fail, in 2-3 minutes ... what the hell, calm down, the car is
en route.” Reuters has been unable to independently verify the
audios, and neither the Special Telecommunications Unit (STS)
in charge of directing 112 calls, police nor the Interior Ministry
responded to requests to confirm them or comment on their
contents. 

The uncle, who has acted as a spokesman for the family,
said when he released the transcripts that the parents have
asked the media not to use their daughter’s voice. Some Ro-
manian media, however, have broadcast what they said were

leaked fragments of the call, so later on Tuesday Cumpanasu
released the entire audio recordings, which he had requested
from the STS.

Florescu, a policeman from the nearby town of Slatina, told
local media that he talked to Macesanu twice out of the three
calls she made, including the last one, and gave her details to
Caracal police. “I repeatedly told her to stay calm and that a
police car was coming,” he was quoted as saying by the pri-
vate television station Romania TV. He added he disconnected
the call so that local police could get in touch with her. Reuters
could not immediately reach Florescu for comment. Human re-
mains have been found at the house of 65-year-old mechanic
Gheorghe Dinca, where Macesanu was kept. A preliminary
forensic report is expected today. —Reuters

CRAIOVA: Police escort suspect Gheorghe Dinca in Craiova, Roma-
nia, after the 65-year-old has admitted to killing two teenage girls
including a 15-year-old whose disappearance last week shook the
country. —AFP 


