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BANDA ACEH: One woman begged
for mercy and another sobbed uncon-
trollably as Indonesia’s Aceh province
flogged nearly a dozen people yester-
day, including a Buddhist man,
charged with breaking local Islamic
law. Despite widespread criticism,
public whipping is a common punish-
ment for a range of offences in the
deeply conservative region at the tip
of Sumatra island, including gambling,
drinking alcohol, and having gay sex
or relations outside of marriage. Aceh
is the only region in the world’s
biggest Muslim-majority country that
imposes Islamic law. 

Yesterday, dozens watched as
eleven people were whipped outside
a mosque in the provincial capital
Banda Aceh. A masked sharia officer
rained down between eight and 32
strokes from a rattan cane on their
backs after they were caught with
members of the opposite sex. The six
men and five women - all in their late
teens and early twenties - were
rounded up by religious officers who
caught them behaving amorously, a
crime under local law.

Authorities gave few details, but
couples have been whipped in the
past for cuddling or holding hands in
public. One 19-year-old woman
caught in an unidentified building with
a man burst into tears as the whipping
started, while another woman begged

for the punishment to stop. A Buddhist
man caught with a woman inside a
hotel room got more than two dozen
lashes. About 98 percent of Aceh’s
five million residents are Muslims sub-
ject to religious law, known locally as
Qanun.

While it’s relatively rare, non-Mus-
lims who have committed an offence
can choose to be prosecuted under
Islamic law, sometimes to avoid a
prison sentence. On Friday, Banda
Aceh’s mayor Aminullah Usman
warned hotels and businesses to com-
ply with the region’s conservative reg-
ulations - or risk losing their license to
operate. “We’ve warned hotels to not
even think about breaking the rules”
by renting rooms to unmarried cou-
ples, he told reporters after the flog-
ging. “Otherwise, we will revoke their
licenses,” he added.

The whipping came a day after
three people in Lhokseumawe, a dis-
trict a few hours from Banda Aceh,
were flogged 100 times each for hav-
ing premarital sex, including a 19-
year-old man who had relations with
an underage girl. In December, two
men caught having sex with underage
girls were whipped 100 times each.
Rights groups have slammed public
caning as cruel, and Indonesia’s Pres-
ident Joko Widodo has called for it to
end, but the practice has wide support
among Aceh’s population. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: A Palestinian crossed into
Israel from Gaza and shot at troops, set-
ting off a firefight in which he was killed
and three Israeli soldiers were wounded
yesterday, the army said. An Israeli tank
targeted a Hamas military post after the
incident which began at around 2:00 am,
Israel’s military said. It said an army of-
ficer was moderately wounded and two
soldiers were lightly injured by gunfire
from the Palestinian, who entered Israel
from the border fence in the Khan Yunis
area of the southern Gaza Strip. Israel’s
military believes he was a member of the
Islamist movement Hamas but had acted
alone, said army spokesman Jonathan
Conricus.

He was armed with a Kalashnikov
rifle and grenades, according to Conri-
cus. He threw at least one grenade and
was killed by Israeli soldiers who were
scrambled to the area in response, Con-
ricus said. “Our current assumption is-

and this doesn’t look likely to change-is
that he did not act, he was not sent, on
an attack mission, but rather that he did
this attempted attack on his own,” the
spokesman told journalists. Hamas,
which rules Gaza, did not give an imme-
diate comment but a security source in
the strip also said the gunman was a
member of the movement.

There has been tension along the
Gaza border since regular protests and
clashes erupted there in March 2018. At
least 297 Palestinians have since been
killed in Gaza or the border area by Is-
raeli fire, the majority during demonstra-
tions and clashes. Seven Israelis have
also been killed. The protests have de-
clined in intensity recently after a truce
brokered by UN officials and Egypt.
Under the truce, Israel agreed to take
steps to ease aspects of its blockade on
Gaza. Israel and Hamas have fought
three wars since 2008. —  AFP 

Bin Laden’s son 
Hamza ‘is dead’ 
WASHINGTON: The United States believes that
Hamza bin Laden, a son of slain Al-Qaeda leader
Osama bin Laden and himself a notable figure in
the militant group, is dead, a US official said on
Wednesday. The US official, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, provided no further details, in-
cluding when Hamza died or where. President
Donald Trump earlier on Wednesday declined to
comment after NBC News first reported the US
assessment. 

Asked if he had intelligence that bin Laden’s son
had been killed, Trump told reporters: “I don’t want
to comment on it.” Separately, the White House de-
clined comment on whether any announcement
was imminent. Hamza, believed to be about 30
years old, was at his father’s side in Afghanistan be-
fore the Sept 11, 2001, attacks on the United States
and spent time with him in Pakistan after the US-
led invasion of Afghanistan pushed much of Al-
Qaeda’s senior leadership there, according to the
Brookings Institution.

Osama bin Laden was killed by US special
forces who raided his compound in Pakistan in
2011. Hamza was thought to be under house arrest

in Iran at the time, and documents recovered from
the compound indicated that aides had been trying
to reunite him with his father. The New York Times
reported that the United States had a role in the
operation that led to Hamza’s death, which it said
took place in the past two years. Reuters could not
immediately verify those details.

Still, the US government’s conclusion appears
to be a recent one. In February, the State Depart-
ment said it was offering a reward of up to $1 mil-
lion for information leading “to the identification or
location in any country” of Hamza, calling him a key
Al-Qaeda leader. Introduced by Al-Qaeda’s chief
Ayman Al-Zawahiri in an audio message in 2015,
Hamza provided a younger voice for the group
whose aging leaders have struggled to inspire mil-
itants around the world galvanized by Islamic State,
according to analysts.

Hamza has called for acts of terrorism in West-
ern capitals and threatened to take revenge
against the United States for his father’s killing, the
US State Department said in 2017 when it desig-
nated him as a global terrorist. He also threatened
to target Americans abroad and urged tribal
groups in Saudi Arabia to unite with Yemen’s Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula to fight against
Saudi Arabia, it said. In March, Saudi Arabia an-
nounced it had stripped Hamza bin Laden of his
citizenship, saying the decision was made by a
royal order in November 2018. — Reuters

Indonesia’s Aceh province whips 
11 for sharia-banned romance

Buddhist man receives more than two dozen lashes

BANDA ACEH: A woman is whipped in public in Banda Aceh in Indonesia’s staunchly conservative Aceh
province yesterday, as punishment for being too close to the opposite sex. — AFP 

Exchange of fire kills Palestinian,
wounds three Israeli soldiers 


