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KUWAIT: The government is not likely to ap-
prove Ashoura as an official holiday for workers
in the private sector as was passed by the leg-
islative committee, and sent a report to the Na-
tional Assembly in this regard, informed sources
quoted officials as saying. This proposal is not
new and was presented in several parliaments
and demanded by many MPs before, the sources
noted. They said the government and both the
Civil Service Council and Civil Service Commis-
sion believe any new holidays will constitute fi-
nancial and administrative burdens the
government can do without. The National As-
sembly’s legal and legislative committee ap-
proved a draft law on Wednesday to declare
Ashoura as a public holiday for both the private
and public sectors. To become effective, the bill
has to be approved by the National Assembly

when it resumes its sessions in late October. As-
sembly panels in the past have rejected such
proposals.

Low-cost hajj
In other news, official sources said the low-

cost hajj for Kuwaitis will be repeated during the
next hajj season on a larger scale, as the number
of seats will be doubled and a tender will be put
forward for this purpose. They said the low-cost
hajj for Kuwaitis requires them to pay KD 1,300
per pilgrim only, and all those who applied for it
this year were accepted, while next year there
will be additional places and facilities in order to
make it easier for Kuwaiti pilgrims, adding the
number may reach 3,000.

The sources said the arrangement for
bedoon’s hajj will remain as is, because it is
linked to Saudi authorities’ approval, who allo-
cate 1,000 places for bedoons. The awqaf min-

istry will continue registering them electroni-
cally, then select the set number according to
certain conditions including age and not having
performed hajj before. They said the cost of hajj
for bedoons is reduced as the awqaf secretariat
and Zakat House pay for it, with the pilgrim pay-
ing KD 800 only.

As for low-cost hajj for expats, sources said
Saudi authorities stipulate that the expat pilgrim
should arrive from their country and be regis-
tered along with pilgrims of their country, but
Kuwait was excluded to make it easy for each
mission to register a certain number of expats as
it may be difficult for them to go to hajj from
their countries.

Pilgrims accommodations
Separately, Consul General of the State of

Kuwait in Jeddah Wael Al-Enezi paid a visit to
the site of the Kuwaiti Hajj Mission in Al-Naseem

to review preparations and readiness to accom-
modate the faithful during the annual rituals.
Speaking to KUNA, Enezi said the consulate set
up an office at the Kuwaiti Hajj Mission Head-
quarters in Makkah, as is customary each year
to keep close eye on preparations for the season
and provide all services pilgrims could require.
The consulate office stays open round the clock,
he has confirmed. The pilgrims’ camps at the
holy sites and their residences in Makkah are all
ready, as the Kuwait Hajj Mission is continuously
contacting and coordinating with Saudi officials
to best serve the pilgrims, especially the Kuwaiti
ones, he affirmed. He expressed his deepest
thanks and appreciation to the Saudi govern-
ment and people for all the services and facilities
they offered to the pilgrims. He called on the
Kuwaiti pilgrims and guides of hajj convoys to
abide by the regulations and instructions of the
Saudi authorities and to cooperate with them.
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KUWAIT: A Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) delegation completed inspections of
Kuwait hajj mission offices in Makkah and made sure they meet all preventive conditions. Head
of the delegation Lt Col Omar Al-Kandari said the delegation cooperates with awqaf ministry
inspectors and lauded all Kuwaiti hajj missions for their understanding and cooperation, espe-
cially with regards to implementing Saudi civil defense conditions. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Worker falls to
death in Mutlaa
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A Nepalese laborer fell to his
death in a ditch while working at a project
site in Mutlaa. Police and paramedics re-
sponded and declared him dead. The coro-
ner recovered the body. Meanwhile, an
investigation was opened to determine the
circumstances behind the incident.

Vehicles on fire
A vehicle caught fire on Taawon Street.

Bidaa fire station responded and put the
blaze out without injuries. Meanwhile,
Bidaa and Salmiya fire stations responded
to a call about a vehicle on fire at a Salmiya
mall. The fire was brought under control
before it spread to other cars. Investiga-
tions are underway to determine the cause
of the fire.

Officer charged
with blackmail
released on bail
KUWAIT: The public prosecution released a
senior interior ministry officer on KD 3,000 bail
after spending three days in detention. The offi-
cer is charged with blackmailing a Syrian in co-
operation with a lieutenant and a retired
policeman. The charges include bribery and
abuse of authority, in addition to embezzlement.

Medical error
A Kuwaiti woman complained against a

state-run hospital, accusing staff of a medical
error that led to her paralysis during surgery.
She said that she felt severe pain in her chest, so
she went to the hospital. She was diagnosed
with an infection that needed surgical interven-
tion. She said that following the procedure, she
could not move her hands due to what she says
is a medical error. Police are investigating.

Officer insulted
A customs officer asked a Saudi passenger

to wait until he finished inspecting another car,
then asked him how many cigarette cartons he
had. The Saudi answered “two”, so he was told
to take them out before the car was inspected.

The passenger became angry and said, “take the
cigarettes and search the car”. When he was
asked to open the backdoor, he refused, then
went to complain to the head of the shift. An ar-
gument ensued there, so the Saudi was taken to
Nuwaiseeb police station, where he was
charged with insulting a public employee on
duty.

Traffic offender at large
Detectives are looking for a person who left

a vehicle in Sabah Al-Ahmad following a colli-
sion with an Indian man’s car, then escaped from
patrols that were protecting military columns.
The driver, who violated traffic laws, ignored
police’s orders to pull over and sped off. When
traffic flow was slowed down by police, the sus-

pect collided with the Indian’s vehicle and en-
tered Sabah Al-Ahmad, where he abandoned
the car.

Robbery
Three Bangladeshis beat a compatriot, dam-

aging his eardrum in the process, then robbed
KD 200 from him. The victim gave police a med-
ical report stating his injury. A police source said
the victim gave them details of one of the cul-
prits, and charges of forced robbery were or-
dered by the prosecutor. Separately, a Kuwaiti
man accused his helper of stealing KD 500, his
civil ID and passport before disappearing, and
lodged a complaint at Sabah Al-Ahmad police
station. Detectives are looking for the culprit. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

KUWAIT: A fireman extinguishes a fire in a car at a
Salmiya mall.


