
S p o r t s Thursday, August 1, 2019

27

MUNICH: Real Madrid’s disastrous pre-season continued
on Tuesday as they lost 1-0 to Tottenham in Munich. “Our
defeat was well deserved,” Real midfielder Tony Kroos
told German TV after the match. It’s true that we’re not
quite in good shape.” In the second match of the evening,
Bayern Munich thrashed Fenerbahce 6-1.

Champions League runners up Tottenham will play
Bayern in the final. Real will have a chance to find winning
form run against a Turkish side that finished their game
against the host in disarray. For Spurs, Harry Kane scored
the only goal of the game with a deft finish after pouncing
on a disastrous pass by Marcello, who was trying to pre-
vent a throw in, after 22 minutes.

Humiliated 7-3 last week by Atletico Madrid, Real
could thank goalkeeper Keylor Navas, starting in place of
injured Thibaut Courtois, for preventing a heavier against
an enterprising and more aggressive Spurs team. Madrid
survived some goalmouth scares in the first half. After the
break, Dele Alli went close twice and 17-year-old Troy
Parrott hit the inside of the post. Zinedine Zidane’s team
have conceded 13 goals and lost three of their four warm-
up games. “We started off very badly, the opponent took
advantage of our mistakes,” said Kroos. 

No real threat 
With Gareth Bale, the source of turmoil in recent

weeks, left out of the squad for the trip to Munich and
James Rodriguez yet to start after returning from Bayern,
Real rarely threatened. Star summer recruit Eden Hazard
was invisible. Both teams will be in action again tomorrow.
Tottenham play the winner of the Tuesday’s second match,
between Bayern and Fenerbahce. Real will have the oppor-
tunity to make amends tomorrow against the loser.

Zidane’s men then travel to Austria to face Salzburg on
August 6, then to Italy for a match against AS Rome, the
last friendly before the starting the Spanish league away to
Celta Vigo on August 17. In the late game, Bayern scored
five in the first half with two goals from Thomas Muller and

one each from Renato Sanches, Leon Goretzka and
Kingsley Coman. “We played well from the beginning,”
said Mueller who completed his hat-trick in the second
half. “Fenerbahce made mistakes with our pressing. When

you come into the dressing room at half-time five goals
ahead, you necessarily feel good.”

Fenerbahce’s German international attacker Max Kruse
scored a late consolation goal. — AFP 

Real Madrid’s pre-season struggles 
continue with loss to Tottenham

An enterprising and more aggressive Spurs team 

ORLANDO: Wayne Rooney stressed Tuesday that
his future remains in Major League Soccer amid
new suggestions his family are unsettled in
Washington and want him to return to England
before his current contract expires. The former
England and Manchester United forward bristled
when asked about stories circulating in England
that wife Coleen has demanded he quits North
America when his current DC United contract
expires at the end of 2021.

Rooney, in Orlando ahead of Wednesday’s MLS
All-Star match against Atletico Madrid, says he
has started work on his coaching badges and
admits he wants to follow the likes of new Chelsea
coach Frank Lampard and make the transition
from player to manager. The striker signed a
three-and-a-half year deal last summer following
his move from Everton. But when asked by AFP if
his wife has put down demands for him to quit
football for the sake of his family, Rooney
snapped: “Is that what was in the media? That my
wife has got her own way?

“Those reports are a bit far fetched. I’m con-
centrating on playing for DC United and trying to
get them into the playoffs. “I haven’t thought
about anything beyond that. “I am a bit tired as I
left on Tuesday morning at 4am to come to
Orlando but I feel in good shape.” Rooney has
enjoyed his spell in MLS, scoring 23 goals in 42
appearances.

At the age of 33, however, the Liverpool-born
star knows his playing career won’t last forever.
“Coaching is something which I have thought
about for a long time,” Rooney said. “I’m in the
process now of going through my badges. It
would be a shame for me to finish playing and just
walk away from the game. “I have a desire to go
into management and hopefully the right opportu-
nity will come up.”

Rooney will team with fellow European star
Zlatan Ibrahimovich and Carlos Vela, the Mexcian
forward and current MLS goals leader, against an
Atletico side boasting the likes of Spanish interna-
tional Diego Costa and Portuguese wonderkid
Joao Felix. LA Galaxy forward Ibrahimovich, 37,
gave the impression of someone who would rather
be resting than taking part in an exhibition game
in the searing Florida heat and humidity.

The Swede, however, undoubtedly loves the
limelight, telling AFP: “It’s a game which has to be
played. It’s important for MLS. This is their global
window to play against a fantastic team like
Atletico, but I just hope no one gets injured. “All of
our players have important games to come in our
own season. We’re over halfway through now. “I’m
enjoying it in MLS though. I just how consider how
my body feels. If I feel good, I’ll continue to play.
“What do I want to do after I finish playing? I don’t
know. My whole life has been football.” — AFP 

Rooney’s future 
is in MLS ahead 
of All-Star clash

FIFA, UEFA in 
fresh call for 
Saudi action on
pirate broadcaster
PARIS: FIFA, UEFA and several of the world’s top
football leagues yesterday renewed calls for the
Saudi government to crack down on alleged piracy
of television rights by the “beoutQ” network. FIFA
and UEFA were joined by the English Premier
League, Spain’s La Liga, the German Bundesliga,
Italy’s Serie A and the Asian Football Confederation
to “collectively condemn in the strongest possible
terms the ongoing theft of our intellectual property
by the pirate broadcaster known as ‘beoutQ’”.

They also called “on the authorities in Saudi
Arabia to support us in ending the widespread and
flagrant breaches of our intellectual property rights
taking place in the country”. The collective have
been working since May 2018 to monitor and com-
pile evidence against beoutQ, whose broadcasts
they said were “regularly and on an industrial scale
made available on an illegal basis”.

“Following thorough analysis by technical
experts of how beoutQ operates from a technical
perspective, we are satisfied that beoutQ is operat-
ing specifically to target customers in Saudi Arabia
and is utilizing the facilities of at least one Saudi
Arabia-based entity.” However, the collective have
been unable to find a Saudi law firm willing to act
on their behalf. “As copyright holders we have
reached the conclusion, regrettably, that it is now
not possible to retain legal counsel in Saudi Arabia
which is willing or able to act on our behalf in filing
a copyright complaint against beoutQ,” a statement
released by FIFA said.

“We feel we have now exhausted all reasonable
options for pursuing a formal copyright claim in
Saudi Arabia and see no alternative but to pursue
beoutQ and a solution to this very serious problem
of piracy by other means.” It added: “Given the
scale of beoutQ’s piracy in Saudi Arabia and that
the piracy continues unabated, we request that the
(Culture and Information) Ministry and the Saudi
Government take swift and decisive action against
beoutQ.” — AFP 

MUNICH: Real Madrid’s Brazil midfielder Rodrygo (R) and Tottenham’s Argentinian midfielder Erik Lamela vie for the
ball during the Audi Cup football match between Real Madrid and Tottenham Hotspur. — AFP 

Evra reveals row 
with United chief
Woodward
LONDON: Patrice Evra has revealed he threatened
Manchester United executive vice-chairman Ed
Woodward during a heated row over his future at the club
in 2014. Former France defender Evra retired from football
on Monday after a glittering career that included an eight-
year spell with United. The left-back played for United
from 2006 to 2014, winning five Premier League titles and
one Champions League crown among a host of honors.

But the 38-year-old, who had a short-term deal with
West Ham last season, didn’t always enjoy a smooth ride at
Old Trafford. Evra had told Woodward he intended to
leave United when his contract expired at the end of the
2013-14 season, but after initially accepting his decision,
Woodward announced he had triggered a one-year con-
tract extension against the player’s wishes.

Evra went ballistic and threatened Woodward when he
spoke to him about the deal. Two months later the
defender, then 33, joined Juventus for £1.2 million.”Before
the end of that season Ed told me: ‘Patrice, you’re going

to stay for another year because we’ve got an option in
your contract,’” Evra told Sky Sports on Tuesday. “But I
told him I needed to leave because of family reasons. He
shook my hand and said he understood. Then in May I
was having dinner in Dubai on my birthday and had a
text from my agent. 

“He told me to go somewhere quiet and sent me a mes-
sage with the statement from United saying they were
pleased to renew my contract for another year. I went

mad, I was really disappointed. “I called Ed and swore on
the phone, even threatened him. He said I couldn’t talk to
the director of football like that and that he was going to
fine me. “After that Ryan Giggs called and said I couldn’t
leave just because of one man, but it gave me an excuse
to leave. I’d already said to my wife we were going to
leave, but inside I didn’t ever really feel I could. That gave
me a little push.”

Evra’s revelation of the Woodward bust-up came on the
same day he admitted his success in football was inspired
by his humble childhood. “I had nothing. We had nothing.
But I was living as if I had everything,” Evra wrote in the
Players’ Tribune. “If I could tell you one secret about my
life, this would be it. Anyone can be happy - anyone can
love this game. Without this mindset, my friend, I would
not be sitting here as a recently retired left back who
played for France, Juventus and Manchester United.

“I would probably still be sitting outside a shop in Paris,
begging for money to buy a sandwich. “I’m not joking.
When I grew up in Les Ulis, a commune in the Paris sub-
urbs, I was living with my parents and some of my broth-
ers and sisters. I have 24 of them. “So we were about a
dozen people in the same house. My father was providing
a lot of our income through his job as an ambassador.
“That’s what took our family from Senegal, where I was
born, to Brussels and then to Les Ulis. But when I was 10
he divorced my mother. He took the sofa and the TV and
even the chairs.”  — AFP 

USWNT right 
to pursue equal 
pay: Men’s union
LOS ANGELES: The union representing
players on the US men’s football team
Tuesday slammed “false accounting” used
by US Soccer president Carlos Cordeiro in
claiming the federation had paid women
players more than men. Cordeiro made the
claim on Monday in an open letter to fed-
eration members, with mediation looming
in a federal lawsuit brought by players on
the women’s team that accuses the federa-
tion of “institutionalized gender discrimina-
tion” that includes inequitable compensa-
tion when compared to players on the
men’s national team.

“This is more of the same from a feder-
ation that is constantly in disputes and liti-
gation and focuses on increasing revenue
and profits without any idea how to use
that money to grow the sport,” the men’s
players’ union statement said. “The
women’s national team players deserve
equal pay and are right to pursue a legal
remedy from the courts or Congress.” The

issue was center stage as the United States
triumphed in the Women’s World Cup in
France in July, chants of “equal pay” raining
down on the champions after they defeated
the Netherlands in the final.

Lawyers for the women players filed a
lawsuit on March 8 demanding equal pay
and conditions to their less successful male
counterparts. US lawmakers have pro-
posed legislation that would block federal
funding for the 2026 Men’s World Cup —
to be hosted jointly by the United States,
Mexico and Canada — until the federation
pays its women’s national team “fair and
equitable wages.”

Cordeiro said Monday that, in fact,
women players were paid $34.1 million by
the federation from 2010 to 2018 in
salaries and bonuses — including National
Women’s Soccer League salaries for
national team members — while members
of the men’s national team were paid $26.4
million over the same period. The figures
did not include bonuses received by US
Soccer from FIFA for World Cup perform-
ances because, Cordeiro said, the federa-
tion couldn’t be held responsible for the
disparity in those sums. When the bonuses
are included, members of the men’s team
earned a combined $41 million between
2010 and 2018, while the women received
$39.7 million. — AFP

MARSEILLE: In this file photo taken on August 23, 2017 then
Marseille’s defender Patrice Evra holds a press conference
at the Velodrome Stadium. — AFP 

TACOMA: Allie Long #6 (L) and Megan Rapinoe #15 of Seattle Reign FC are celebrated
by the City of Tacoma for their 2019 World Cup victory for the United Sates Women’s
National Soccer Team prior to taking on the Chicago Red Stars during their game at
Cheney Stadium. — AFP 

SUZHOU: Huge entourages, heavy security
and demands for the sort of police protec-
tion normally reserved for heads of state —
European football teams jetting across Asia
leave nothing to chance, but sometimes run
into problems anyway. The money-spinning
pre-season tours are a far cry from 30
years ago, when the likes of Manchester
United would play friendlies against local
sides, or at most hop over to Ireland.

United, now a global brand, sent staff to
Shanghai several times ahead of last week’s
friendly against Tottenham to ensure that
the Hongkou Stadium pitch was up to
scratch. Paris Saint-Germain dispatched a
chef ahead of the team’s arrival in each
location in Asia to check that the food
adheres to the players’ strict pre-season
diets. Security — which usually means
keeping away overzealous fans — has
been a primary concern for the clubs fan-
ning out across Asia this month.

Manchester City coach Pep Guardiola
was accompanied by a beefy member of
security as he made the short walk to the
team coach inside the bowels of Nanjing
Olympic Stadium. Autograph and selfie-
hunters were left empty-handed. City’s
guarded approach — their security detail
was never far away — angered China’s
state news agency Xinhua, which accused
City of an “attitude of arrogance”.
Guardiola retorted: “Maybe one journalist
is a little bit upset, I don’t know why, but
it’s far away from what is reality.”

‘No vacation’ 
When it comes to accommodation for

City, United, Paris Saint-Germain, Juventus
and the rest, it is only the best. Guardiola
and his expensively assembled squad —
plus dozens of club staff — took over the
exclusive, 130-room Banyan Tree hotel in
Shanghai. Rooms at the self-styled “urban
retreat in the city’s most scenic location”
start at nearly 2,000 yuan a night ($300).

PSG brought a heaving delegation of
120 people for their trip to Shenzhen,
Macau and Suzhou, among them eight
security personnel with walkie-talkies and
at least two cooks in club-crested chef

uniforms. While in the Chinese city of
Suzhou for Tuesday’s 3-0 win over Sydney
FC, PSG pitched up at the deluxe Fairmont
Yangcheng Lake hotel. However, the
French champions’ midfielder Julian
Draxler said that being holed up in a hotel
— no matter how swanky — could be
“quite boring”.

Throw in training in fierce heat, and
media and commercial duties, and Draxler
said it was no holiday. The 25-year-old
German World Cup winner told AFP that
he was happy to be in China and meet
Chinese fans, but conceded: “Honestly,
when we are in pre-season, we see the
hotel, the plane, the bus and the pitches.
“It’s not like we go out and try some
restaurants or go shopping.” In China,
because of internet restrictions, players
have not been able to while away the hours
on social media or read news from back
home — which Newcastle United’s young
goalkeeper Freddie Woodman said was a
blessing.

‘Survival’ for Guardiola 
The visits — Singapore, Japan, South

Korea and Australia were also on some
itineraries — are ultimately about creating
profits and goodwill, but not every visit has
ended well. According to South Korean
media, demands from Juventus to have a
police escort — normally reserved for vis-
iting heads of state — were refused.
Juventus arrived at the stadium for an exhi-
bition match in Seoul 15 minutes after kick-
off, delaying the game by an hour, after
their plane from China landed late.

The Italian champions then riled fans by
keeping star attraction Cristiano Ronaldo
on the bench. More than 2,000 South
Koreans plan to sue the sports agency
involved. There is little teams can do about
temperatures touching 40 degrees (104F),
heavy rain, jet lag, traffic and flight delays.
Bad weather saw PSG stuck in Suzhou on
Wednesday morning, while City’s flight to
China was delayed by two days because of
a paperwork problem. When they finally
arrived, Guardiola hardly looked delighted.
“It’s survival,” he grimaced. — AFP 

Heat and lawsuits: A story of
European football clubs in Asia


