
IAAF hails ‘parity
and clarity’ after
Semenya ruling
PARIS: A Swiss court ruling that blocks
South African Caster Semenya from defending
her world 800m title in Doha in September
creates much-needed “parity and clarity” in
athletics, the sport’s governing body said yes-
terday. A judge at the Swiss Federal Tribunal
on Monday revoked a temporary suspension
on the IAAF’s controversial testosterone-
curbing rules, meaning two-time Olympic
champion Semenya can no longer compete in
events between the 400m and mile, as she did
in June and July.

“The IAAF welcomes the Swiss Federal
Tribunal’s decision today to revoke its Super-
Provisional Order of 31 May 2019 after hear-
ing the IAAF’s arguments,” the International
Association of Athletics Federations said after
the judge’s ruling was made public yesterday.
“This decision creates much-needed parity
and clarity for all athletes as they prepare for
the World Championships in Doha this
September.”

Semenya had appealed to the Swiss court
in May after failing to get the new IAAF regu-
lations overturned by the Court of Arbitration
for Sport (CAS). The IAAF added that it
would maintain its position in the remainder
of proceedings at the Swiss Federal Tribunal
that “there are some contexts, sport being
one of them, where biology has to trump gen-
der identity, which is why the IAAF believes
(and the CAS agreed) that the DSD (differ-
ences of sexual development) regulations are
a necessary, reasonable and proportionate
means of protecting fair and meaningful com-

petition in elite female athletics”.

‘People can be mean’ 
Semenya is classified as a woman, was

raised as a woman and races as a woman. But
for the IAAF, women like Semenya, with cer-
tain masculine attributes due to DSD, are clas-
sified, biologically, as men. It is a position hotly
contested by South African officials. In the
build-up to the 2009 world championships in
Berlin, where Semenya went on to win gold in
the 800m, the South African had to undergo
gender verification testing to confirm her eligi-
bility to compete in the women’s category.

She was subsequently put on medication to
reduce her testosterone levels, spending six
months sidelined by the IAAF. Semenya, born

with the “46 XY” chromosome rather than the
XX chromosome most females have, described
the experience as like that of being treated like
a “human guinea pig” and vowed never to
again allow the IAAF to enforce medication
upon her in order to compete.

The Swiss Federal Tribunal, in its ruling
released yesterday, was also not optimistic for
Semenya’s ongoing appeal. It concluded “in a
first summary examination, that Caster
Semenya’s appeal does not appear with high
probability to be well founded”. “The CAS,
after thoroughly evaluating the expert evi-
dence, found that the ‘46 XY DSD’ character-
istic has a direct impact on performance in
sport, which could never be achieved by other
women,” the tribunal said. — AFP 

CINCINNATI: Corey Dickerson homered twice and
drove in a career-high five runs to help the Pittsburgh
Pirates end a nine-game losing streak with an 11-4 win
against the host Cincinnati Reds on Tuesday night in a
game marred by a wild brawl. A benches-clearing fight
broke out in the ninth when Reds reliever Amir Garrett
charged the Pittsburgh dugout from the mound as he
was being removed from the game. Jared Hughes had
been ejected earlier in the inning for hitting Starling
Marte after both sides had been warned.

Reds right fielder Yasiel Puig, who minutes earlier
had reportedly been traded to the Cleveland Indians,
started a second skirmish that continued for several
more minutes. Puig was ultimately ejected as well.
Dickerson, who sat out the previous three games with
left groin discomfort, had a two-run single in the third
inning, a two-run homer in the fifth and a solo shot in
the seventh. Jose Osuna hit a three-run homer in the
ninth for Pittsburgh, which halted its longest losing
streak in eight years.

CARDINALS 2, CUBS 1
Paul Goldschmidt continued his torrid stretch with a

go-ahead home run in the sixth inning — his seventh
homer in the past eight games — and host St. Louis
held on to beat Chicago. Tommy Edman added two hits
and two stolen bases for St. Louis, which broke a first-
place tie with the Cubs on the eve of the trade deadline.
The Cardinals improved to 13-5 since the All-Star
break. Javier Baez drove in the lone run for Chicago,
which has lost three of four and six of eight. Cubs right-
hander Yu Darvish (3-5) drew the hard-luck loss
despite holding the Cardinals to two runs on six hits in
six innings. He walked none and struck out nine, two
shy of his season high. Giovanny Gallegos (3-1) got the
win in relief.

ASTROS 2, INDIANS 0
Justin Verlander allowed two hits and struck out 13

over seven innings as visiting Houston blanked
Cleveland. Robinson Chirinos belted a solo homer and
former Indians outfielder Michael Brantley added an
RBI single later in the fifth inning for the Astros, who
have won three in a row and 10 of their last 12 games.
Houston’s Jose Altuve posted his second straight three-
hit performance and Yuli Gurriel had a one-out single in
the second inning to extend his hitting streak to 17

games. Verlander (14-4), who recorded his first win in
Cleveland since 2013, has 43 strikeouts over his four-
start winning streak.

A’S 3, BREWERS 2 (10 INNINGS)
Matt Olson belted a walk-off home run off Josh

Hader in the 10th inning to give host Oakland win over
Milwaukee in the opener of a three-game interleague
series in Northern California. Chris Bassitt and five
relievers combined on a seven-hitter, helping the A’s
prevail in the first meeting between the clubs since
2016. Blake Treinen (5-3) pitched the top of the 10th to
get the win. Olson’s homer, his 22nd of the season, was
the left-handed hitter’s ninth off a lefty pitcher this sea-
son, and just the second of his career in extra innings. It
was the fourth home run Hader (1-4) surrendered to a
left-handed batter this season.

BRAVES 11, NATIONALS 8
Adam Duvall had two solo home runs among four

hits, Josh Donaldson crushed a three-run homer and
Julio Teheran allowed just two runs as Atlanta blasted
host Washington to even their three-game series. Ozzie
Albies and Ender Inciarte each had three hits as Atlanta
won for just the fifth time in 13 games. The Nationals,
meanwhile, are still 38-19 since May 24. Washington
trailed 11-1 in the seventh. Teheran (6-7) went 6 2/3
innings and allowed seven hits. Washington’s Juan Soto
hit a two-run homer in the ninth, and Brian Dozier
added an RBI single to trim the margin to 11-8 before
Luke Jackson retired the side. Washington starter Erick
Fedde (1-2) allowed nine runs on nine hits with four
walks and four strikeouts as his ERA rose from 3.40 to
4.67.

PHILLIES 4, GIANTS 2
Drew Smyly tossed seven scoreless innings, Rhys

Hoskins homered and host Philadelphia defeated San
Francisco. Jean Segura ripped three hits while Cesar
Hernandez, J.T. Realmuto and Adam Haseley added two
hits each for the Phillies. Bryce Harper also walked
three times and scored one run. Smyly (2-5) gave up
four hits. He recorded five strikeouts against just one
walk while throwing 103 pitches, 71 for strikes. Brandon
Belt and Stephen Vogt each had a pinch-hit homer in
the eighth for the Giants, who had won 19 of 24 enter-
ing this game.

RAYS 6, RED SOX 5
A two-hit, three-RBI performance from Avisail

Garcia pushed Tampa Bay to victory over host Boston.
Despite falling behind in the first and again in the fifth,
the Rays responded both times to claim the first contest
of a three-game set. With the victory, the Rays moved a
1 1/2 games ahead of the Red Sox in the American
League East standings. Rafael Devers (two runs
scored) and Andrew Benintendi (home run, three RBIs,
run scored) had three hits apiece for the Red Sox.

DIAMONDBACKS 4, YANKEES 2
Christian Walker and Carson Kelly hit solo homers,

and Arizona recorded a victory over host New York,
moving to 14-5 in interleague play this season. Adam
Jones lifted a sacrifice fly in the first, and Nick Ahmed
hit an RBI single in the fourth for the Diamondbacks,
who won for the fifth time in their last 12 games,

rebounded from dropping three of four in Miami. The
Yankees lost for the sixth time in nine games and
dropped to 0-3 this season against Arizona. Tyler Wade
hit his first home run of the season for New York.

TWINS 2, MARLINS 1
Jake Odorizzi picked up his career-high 12th win of

the season as Minnesota defeated host Miami.
Odorizzi (12-5), who won 11 games in 2014, held
Miami to four hits, one walk and one run in 5 2/3
innings. He struck out five batters and lasted 103
pitches. Marlins rookie Zac Gallen (1-3) pitched seven
solid innings but took the loss. First baseman Garrett
Cooper, who leads the Marlins in batting average
(.294), left the game in the third inning due to tight
left hamstring. Cooper was replaced in the lineup by
Martin Prado, who took over at third base with Neil
Walker moving to first. — Reuters 
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Pirates snap a 9-game 
skid as benches clear

CINCINNATI: Amir Garrett #50 (middle white shirt with out hat) of the Cincinnati Reds engages members of the
Pittsburgh Pirates during a bench clearing altercation in the 9th inning of the game at Great American Ball Park. — AFP 

DOHA: In this file photo taken on May 3, 2019 South Africa’s Caster Semenya competes in
the women’s 800m during the IAAF Diamond League competition. — AFP 

Basketball
Africa League 
reveals debut
host cities
NEW YORK: The NBA-backed
Basketball Africa League (BAL) unveiled
host cities Tuesday for its inaugural sea-
son, with Kigali, Rwanda, as the named
host city for the first semi-final and cham-
pionship games. Cairo, Egypt; Dakar,
Senegal; Lagos, Nigeria; Luanda, Angola;
Rabat, Morocco and a Tunisian city, Tunis
or Monastir, were announced as the sites
for BAL regular-season games. The BAL,
featuring 12 club teams from across
Africa, is set to begin play in March 2020. 

“Today’s announcements mark another
important milestone as we head into what
will be a historic first season,” BAL presi-
dent Amadou Gallo Fall said. The 12 teams
will be divided into two six-team confer-
ences, each conference playing games in
three of the six host cities. Each team will
play five regular-season games, with the
top three clubs in each conference
advancing to the playoffs.

The “Super Six” will play a round-
robin format to determine the BAL Final
Four that advance to Kigali in late
spring 2020 for the single-game elimi-

nation semi-finals and final. The BAL
also announced Nike and the Jordan
Brand would each provide the official
uniforms and gear for six of the clubs in
the league’s first business partnership.
The NBA announced its first collabora-
tion to operate a league outside North
America in February, working alongside
world governing body FIFA. Both plan
to dedicate financial support and
resources for training of African players,
coaches and referees.

Trail Blazers agree on extension 
The Portland Trail Blazers have agreed

on a three-year, $100 million NBA con-
tract extension with guard CJ McCollum,
US media reported Tuesday. ESPN, citing
McCollum’s agent, reported the deal, and
the player himself responded Tuesday to
congratulatory tweets from teammate
Jusuf Nurkic and other NBA players.
McCollum, who would have become an
unrestricted free agent after the 2020-21
season, instead looks set to stay in
Portland for five seasons.

McCollum played a key role in the
Blazers’ Western Conference semi-final
victory over the Denver Nuggets, scoring
37 points in game seven to help Portland
reach the conference finals. The Trail
Blazers were swept by the Golden State
Warriors, but will be aiming to contend
again in the upcoming season after lock-
ing up both McCollum and Damian
Lillard. The Blazers have inked Lillard to a
four-year, $196 million extension. — AFP 

Ko aims to join 
elite group at 
British Open
WOBURN: Ko Jin-young first attracted
international attention when she finished
runner-up to Inbee Park at the 2015
Women’s British Open at Turnberry.  Four
years on, and Ko arrives at this week’s
Women’s British Open at Woburn as the
world number one and seeking to join an
elite group of golfers who have won three
majors in one season. 

Ko first claimed the world’s top rank-
ing when she won the first major of the
season — the ANA Inspiration. She
snatched top spot back from fellow South
Korean Park Sung-hyun with victory in
the Evian Championship on Sunday.
Winning back-to-back majors would be
a huge feat and the 24-year-old would
become only the seventh player to gather
three major titles in a single campaign.

Ben Hogan and Tiger Woods have
done it in the men’s game and Babe
Zaharias, Mickey Wright, Pat Bradley and
Inbee Park, in 2013, are the women who
achieved the same feat. “I was always
looking forward to this week, but to win
in Evian has made it even more special,”
Ko said. “I honestly can’t remember much

about Turnberry but I missed the cut last
year. “My game has undergone a big
change since then. I got a new short
game coach, and a mental trainer. That’s
the difference. 

“Because it is two majors in a row I am
feeling like there is no Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday. It is two straight four days.
“But to win two or three Majors in a year
is really tough. I have a chance this week
and I will do my best.” Next year, Ko has
another big goal as she targets an
Olympic debut in Tokyo.  “I’m excited that
I might play in the Tokyo Olympics,” she
admitted. “The Olympics are really impor-
tant for Korea. It would be so good.”

‘Really cool’ 
Georgia Hall melted home hearts last

year when she won the British Open at
Royal Lytham and St Annes with her
father working as her caddie. The
defending champion heads a strong entry
from the host country. Charley Hull, who
grew up playing at Woburn, and Melissa
Reid, third in this season’s LPGA
Championship, will also be aiming to
mount a serious challenge. 

“The year has gone by very quickly,”
said Hall. “I’m excited to be back and to
be able to be in England. I think it is really
cool. “I haven’t played the course at all
this year. When it was here three years
ago, I practised quite a bit and I didn’t do
very well. — AFP 

McIlroy joins
Tiger at Japan’s
first PGA
Tour event
TOKYO: Former world number one Rory
McIlroy will join 15-time major-winner Tiger
Woods at Japan’s first PGA Tour tournament
later this year, organizers announced yester-
day. Woods had already confirmed his partic-
ipation, but McIlroy’s addition considerably
brightens the star power at the $9.75 million
Zozo Championship in October.

“It is wonderful we have the opportunity
to compete in Japan this year and I’m truly
excited to be heading” to the tournament, the
30-year-old Northern Ireland star said in a
press release. McIlroy’s commitment is “a
fantastic addition,” organisers of the Zozo
Championship said. “I know golf fans in Japan
are very supportive and knowledgeable of
the game and it’ll be really cool and fun for
the PGA Tour players to perform in front of

them for the first time,” McIlroy said. “In my
career, I’ve won all around the world and it’ll
be an achievement if I can register my first
title in Japan.”

McIlroy, the world number three, is current-
ly ranked second on the FedExCup points list.

The four-time major-winner was world num-
ber one for 95 weeks between 2012 to 2015. A
total of 78 players, including the leading 60
players from the FedExCup points list, will
compete at the Zozo Championship in Chiba,
near Tokyo, from October 24-27. — AFP 

MEMPHIS: Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland plays a shot on the 12th hole during the final
round of the World Golf Championship-FedEx St Jude Invitational at TPC Southwind. — AFP 


