
Thursday, August 1, 2019N e w s

Established 1961 24

Continued from Page 1

ministry of public works to penalize companies that
were involved in faulty projects and roads.

MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei yesterday sent a series of

questions to Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Sabah over complaints received by the ministry from
foreign embassies and consulates against social media
activists, newspapers and other local media. He inquired
about the number of complaints received from foreign
missions in the country and then referred by the min-
istry to legal authorities for action. The lawmaker asked
for the number of such complaints against tweeters,
local publications and television channels and a copy of
each complaint. He also inquired about the number of
complaints filed by Kuwaiti embassies abroad.

Assembly panel
approves public...
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various security guarantees from the Taliban, including
that the insurgents won’t let terror groups operate in the
country. Khalilzad, who was formerly US ambassador to
Afghanistan, said his visit to Kabul had been his “most
productive” yet in his new role. “I’m off to Doha, with a
stop in Islamabad. In Doha, if the Taliban do their part, we
will do ours, and conclude the agreement we have been
working on,” Khalilzad tweeted.

In another sign of progress, the Afghan peace ministry
announced the government had formed a negotiating team
for separate peace talks with the Taleban, ahead of poten-
tial talks in Oslo in August. The move is hugely significant,
as the Taleban have until now refused to negotiate directly
with the government of President Ashraf Ghani, which they
consider illegitimate. The Taleban did not immediately
respond to the announcement of the 15-member delega-
tion. The push to end the Afghan war has ignited wide-
spread concern among Afghans that in Washington’s rush
to exit its longest war the Taliban will be returned to some
semblance of power. 

According to a UN report released Tuesday, 1,366 civil-
ians were killed and another 2,446 wounded during the
first six months of 2019. Afghan officials blamed the

Taleban for yesterday’s explosion, saying they had planted
a bomb along a busy highway with the aim of hitting secu-
rity forces. The insurgents did not deny or claim involve-
ment, saying they would investigate the “sad incident”.

Muhibullah Muhib, a police spokesman for Farah province,
said all the victims were civilians, mostly women and children.
“A passenger bus travelling on the Kandahar-Herat highway
hit a Taleban roadside bomb killing 34 innocent people and
wounding 17 others,” he said. Sediq Sediqqi, a spokesman for
the Afghan presidency, confirmed the toll, blaming the inci-
dent on the Taleban, while Nasrat Rahim, the interior ministry
spokesman, called the blast a “barbaric act of the terrorists”. 

“Sadly, this senseless loss of life is all too common in
Afghanistan,” Onno van Manen, the Afghanistan director
for Save the Children, said in a statement.  “Just in the past
month hundreds of children have been killed or injured as
a result of explosive weapons.” The Taleban, who now
control or influence about half of Afghanistan’s territory,
recently signed on to a vague pledge to reduce civilian
casualties, but violence has continued unabated.

Civilians have long paid a disproportionate price in the
nearly 18 years since the US invaded Afghanistan, and last
year was a record for civilian casualties. Numbers are
down by 27 percent so far this year, but children account-
ed for almost a third of the overall total of civilian deaths
and injuries. The bloodshed is only expected to worsen
now that official campaigning for Afghanistan’s presiden-
tial election, set for September 28, is underway. At least 20
people were killed Sunday, the first official day of the cam-
paign, and 50 wounded when a suicide attacker and gun-
men targeted the Kabul office of Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani’s running mate, Amrullah Saleh. — AFP 
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Police said Siddhartha, aged about 59, left Bangalore
late Monday, telling his family he was going to a hill
resort but instead asked his driver to take him to
Mangalore. He ordered the driver to stop the car and
started walking along a bridge as he talked to someone
on his phone before disappearing, according to police.
Fishermen finally found his body early yesterday on a
riverbank, according to police.

Siddhartha’s empire came under increasing pressure
after tax authorities launched raids on company offices

in 2017. In a letter to the Cafe Coffee Day board, the
57-year-old chairman had admitted mistakes in handling
his financial affairs. But he said he had suffered pressure
from lenders and Indian tax authorities. “I am very sorry
to let down all the people that put their trust in me,” said
the letter, which was released by the company as it held
an emergency board meeting on Tuesday. “I fought for a
long time but today I have given up as I could not take
any more pressure from one of the private equity part-
ners forcing me to buy back shares.”

Siddhartha said he had faced “a lot of harassment”
from the Indian tax authorities. “My intention was
never to cheat or mislead anybody, I have failed as an
entrepreneur,” he said. Kiran Mazumdar Shaw, head of
Biocon, one of Asia’s leading bio-pharmaceutical
companies, said Siddhartha appeared to be under
“unbearable stress” and the circumstances should be
investigated.  — AFP 
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ADDIS ABABA: Young Ethiopian girls take part in a national tree-planting drive in the capital on July 28, 2019. — AFP 

ADDIS ABABA: These days whenever Ethiopia’s
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed appears in public, he
removes his jacket, rolls up his sleeves, grabs a shovel
and gets to planting a tree. Abiy is leading by example
as Ethiopia plans to plant a mind-boggling four billion
trees by October, as part of a global movement to
restore forests to help fight climate change and protect
resources. The country says it has planted nearly three
billion trees already since May.

On Monday, state employees were given the day off
as Abiy sought to get the rest of the country involved,
and the government claimed a “record-breaking” 350
million trees were planted in only one day. “I think we
demonstrated the capacity for people to come together
collectively and deliver on a shared vision,” Billene
Seyoum, Abiy’s press secretary, told AFP. The figure has
attracted skepticism about the sheer number of volun-
teers this would require, and the logistics involved.

“I personally don’t believe that we planted this
much,” said Zelalem Worqagegnehu, a spokesman for
the opposition Ezema party. “It might be impossible to

plant this many trees within a day.” Yet Zelalem also
noted that hundreds of members of his party planted
trees of their own on Monday, and suggested the actual
total was beside the point. “We took this as a good
opportunity to show solidarity with the citizens,” he
said. “Our concern is the green legacy, making Ethiopia
green.”

Planting only first step 
Ethiopia’s forest cover declined from around 40 per-

cent half a century ago to around 15 percent today, said
Abiyot Berhanu, director of the Ethiopian Environment
and Forest Research Institute. “Deforestation has
become very grave in many parts of Ethiopia,” he said.
The recent tree-planting drive has targeted areas that
have been stripped of their trees over the years, Billene
said. The types of new trees planted have varied from
region to region. “A lot of nurseries have been working
on producing more saplings over the past couple
months,” Billene said, while some of the saplings and
seedlings had come from abroad. 

Reforestation is a major component of global initia-
tives to recapture carbon emissions. It can also purify
water, produce oxygen and bolster farmers’ incomes,
said Tim Christophersen, chair of the Global
Partnership on Forest and Landscape Restoration. But
Christophersen said planting trees was only the first
step. “The most important factor is grazing pressure. If
you plant a tree and a day later the goats come along
they will absolutely eat the tree first before they eat the
dry grass next to it,” he said. “We don’t speak so much
about planting trees but about growing trees.” 

He said planting 350 million trees would require
about 350,000 hectares - an area bigger than
Luxembourg - and added that a volunteer could realis-
tically plant about 100 trees a day. “It is not impossible,
but it would take a very well organized effort,” he told
AFP. He said that Ethiopia was one of only five coun-
tries ranked as having a “sufficiently ambitious” contri-
bution to the 2015 Paris climate agreement, the UN’s
pact to curb global warming. Trees take in carbon from
the air as part of the process of synthesis and store it in

their leaves, branches and trunks.
Abiy’s tree-planting drive is part of a national envi-

ronmental campaign, known as the Green Legacy
Initiative, that includes cleaning waterways and making
agriculture more sustainable. Billene said the turnout
Monday indicated that the prime minister’s environ-
mentally-friendly message was resonating. “Everyone
was clear and understood the long-term vision,” she
said. “They actually bought into the benefits of what it
means to have a green country.” 

If Ethiopia really did plant 350 million trees on
Monday, it would have smashed the current world
record of around 50 million held by the Indian state of
Uttar Pradesh. However an official determination may
have to wait. So far, Ethiopia has not attempted to reg-
ister its achievement with Guinness World Records
Limited, spokeswoman Jessica Dawes told AFP in an
email. “We are always on the lookout for new record
breaking achievements however, and so we would
encourage the organizers of this event to get in touch
with us to register an application,” Dawes said. — AFP
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TOKYO, Japan: Diet is already a key part of manag-
ing diseases like diabetes and hypertension, but new
research adds to a growing body of evidence that it
could help cancer treatment too. The study, published
today in the journal Nature, found restricting intake
of an amino acid found in red meat and eggs signifi-
cantly enhanced cancer treatment in mice, slowing
tumor growth. “These are very strong effects, and
they are effects that are as strong as we would see
with drugs that work,” said lead researcher Jason
Locasale, an associate professor at Duke University’s
School of Medicine.

“What this study is showing is that there are many
situations where a drug by itself doesn’t work, but if
you combine the drug with the diet, it works, or the

radiation therapy doesn’t work well, but if you com-
bine... with the diet, it works well,” he told AFP. The
study focused on restricting intake of the amino acid
methionine which is key to a process called one-carbon
metabolism that helps cancer cells grow. Methionine
restriction has already been associated with both anti-
aging and weight loss, but its importance to cancerous
cells suggested it could also be a promising way to
enhance cancer treatment.

‘Starving the cancer’ 
The researchers first tested methionine restriction in

healthy mice to confirm it was having the desired
effects on metabolism and then moved to testing it in
mice with colorectal cancer and soft tissue sarcomas.
They found that a low dose of chemotherapy, which on
its own had no effect on colorectal cancer, led to
“marked inhibition of tumor growth” when combined
with methionine restriction. Similarly, combining
methionine restriction with radiation therapy in the case
of the soft tissue sarcoma reduced tumor growth.
“You’re starving the cancer cells of certain nutrients, at
a very basic level,” explained Locasale.

He cautioned that the results should not be extrapo-
lated beyond the cancers tested so far, and that the
research was far from being tested in humans. “This is
certainly not a be-all, end-all to cancer, this is not some
panacea,” he said. “What it’s showing is that there are
very interesting interactions between the food we eat,
how it changes metabolism... and then how those
changes in cellular metabolism might have an effect on
tumor growth.”

Independent experts also warned against reading
too much into the study just yet. “Before drawing any
conclusions about the potential for dietary restriction
as an approach to treating cancer, human studies are
needed,” said Paul Pharoah, a professor of Cancer
Epidemiology at the University of Cambridge.

‘Really exciting’ 
Locasale and his colleagues extended the research

by testing a methionine restricted diet in six healthy
humans, and found that the effect on human metabolism
appeared similar to that seen in mice. That suggests
that the diet could have a similar effect on certain
tumors in humans, though Locasale warned it was far

too early to draw any definitive conclusions. And Tom
Sanders, professor emeritus of nutrition and dietetics at
King’s College London, warned that “there is no evi-
dence from this study to suggest following a vegan diet
with help patients with cancer.”

Locasale said he hoped to eventually test the
research in humans with cancer, but noted that nutrition
research often struggles for funding because it propos-
es treatments that are not easily monetizable. Still, he
said the work adds to a body of research that suggests
diet may play an important role in cancer treatment.
Last year, a study showed one type of chemotherapy
drug was more effective in combination with a diet low
in sugar and high in protein and fat. Other cancers
appear to be better combatted in combination with
low-sugar diets.

“It’s just a really exciting area right now... where
we’re seeing that diet has a huge effect on human
health,” Locasale said. He hopes for a future where
doctors will eventually be able to advise cancer
patients to follow specific diets to assist their treat-
ment. “We’re not there yet, but the goal is to eventual-
ly get there.” —  AFP 
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