
Party headquarters 
now home to Sudan 
paramilitaries 
KHARTOUM: The brown, brick building looming over
Khartoum was a potent symbol of the regime of former
president Omar Al-Bashir. But now it is home to
Sudan’s feared paramilitary forces. The Rapid Support
Forces (RSF), which sprang out of the notorious
Janjaweed militia and helped oust the long-time leader
in April, have moved in.

Unfinished and flanked by a yellow crane, the high-
walled building, once the headquarters of Bashir’s
National Congress Party, towers at least nine stories
over a city neighborhood close to Khartoum airport.
Inside members of the RSF can be seen coming and
going, and every time the gates to the complex swing
open, their heavily-armed vehicles can be spotted
inside. As Bashir’s three-decade rule was toppled on
April 11 amid a wave of determined protests, the RSF
moved into many of the buildings which had belonged
to his party.

The ruling military council which seized power after
Bashir’s ouster, set up a committee to control the
seizure of the party’s goods and properties. “The prop-
erty of the party against which the Sudanese revolted
has now fallen into the hands of the force they hate,”
said renowned Sudanese journalist Faisal Mohammed
Saleh. It was also paradoxical that “this force, which
was set up by Bashir to protect him, aided in his fall and
is now occupying the headquarters of his party”.

Led by General Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, now the
deputy chief of the military council, the RSF is said to
include elements of the Janjaweed militia, accused by
rights groups of committing war crimes in the Darfur
region during Bashir’s rule. “I have seen with my own
eyes the atrocities committed by the Janjaweed militias
in Darfur, they killed and displaced the people there,”
said Mahmoud, who gave only his first name for rea-

sons of security. “But the orders were given by the gov-
ernment of Bashir,” said Mahmoud, who hails from
Darfur but now resides in Khartoum.

‘Tribal militias’ 
Some RSF members including senior officers are

also alleged to have brutally broken up a weeks-long
sit-in in June outside the army HQ in Khartoum, in
which at least 127 protesters died, according to a doc-
tors committee linked to the protest movement. RSF
chief Daglo denies responsibility, saying the accusa-
tions are aimed at tainting the image of his force.

But an official inquiry concluded last week that eight
security officers, including three from the RSF, were
involved and they are set to be charged with crimes
against humanity. Conceived some 10 years ago,

Bashir’s party HQ in Khartoum remains a building site,
although all work appears to have been stopped for the
time being. A decade ago his party decided that an
imposing building was to be constructed in the capital,
with a senior official at the time saying it would be
funded by China.

Beijing was a key ally of Bashir’s regime and a part-
ner in exploiting the country’s oil riches, until the seces-
sion of South Sudan in 2011 saw oil revenues dry up. By
taking over the party’s sites, “the RSF is trying to con-
solidate its power over the country”, said one business-
man, who asked not to be named. But the force which
includes ill-trained tribesmen “is struggling to gain the
trust of the Sudanese”, he added. “The Sudanese see
them as tribal militias who are trying to impose their
authority by force.”—AFP 

AL-OBEID: Sudanese vegetable vendor Zain
Mohamed is angry as he queues outside a bakery in the
city of Al-Obeid, where five schoolchildren were shot
dead while protesting against a shortage of bread. “At a
time when I should be selling vegetables, I’m here
wasting hours in a queue to buy a loaf of bread,”
Mohamed told AFP, as he waited with dozens of other
men and women in front of the bakery in downtown Al-
Obeid.

Tragedy struck the city on Monday when six people,
including five secondary school pupils, were shot dead
at a rally against a growing shortage of bread and fuel
in the city. It was a sudden tripling of the price of bread
in December that was the spark for the mushrooming
protests that led to the toppling of longtime president
Omar Al-Bashir by the army in April.

Al-Obeid, the capital of North Kordofan state some
350 kilometers southwest of Khartoum, remained
largely quiet during the long months of protests. Bashir
addressed loyalist rallies in the state just weeks before
his ouster. But Monday’s deaths have left the town in
shock, prompting the authorities to impose an indefinite
night-time curfew. Demonstrators accuse the feared
paramilitaries of the Rapid Support Forces of shooting
dead the protesters.

‘Complete deterioration’ 
After dark, security force patrols criss-cross the city

in pick-up trucks mounted with machineguns. But
despite the curfew, shops remain open late into the
night and residents venture out, even by car, in search
of bread and other scarce goods. “Getting food has
become a tough task,” said Muwawi Saad, an employee
at a private company.

“You have to wait for an hour or even more. Often
you pass by one bakery and find that it is shut because
there is no electricity.” Power cuts are frequent in
Sudan including in the capital Khartoum as the authori-
ties struggle to tackle a deepening economic crisis-the
driving force behind the uprising against Bashir. For
much of his three decades in power, Bashir was able to
look to Al-Obeid for support but the city drew scant
reward in terms of investment.

Many of its roads remain unpaved and heavy rains
this week left huge pools of water for want of drainage.
In the downtown area, many houses are built of cement.
In poorer neighborhoods, mudbrick is still widespread.
“There has been no electricity in our house since this
morning,” said Babikir Awad, sitting on a chair in front
of his single-storey home in the city centre. “We have
been suffering for months, but the situation has escalat-
ed in the past two weeks.” 

Frequent power cuts are the biggest complaint. “The
main problem is that there is no steady supply of elec-
tricity,” said bakery owner Mohamed al-Hassan.
“Having your own generator means increasing your
costs and in turn exposing yourself to losses.”
Residents are angry that the authorities have failed to
resolve the bread shortage. “The city has witnessed a
complete deterioration in services,” said Shadiya
Othman. “This has led to anger.”

Killing sparks outrage
Meanwhile, Sudanese authorities have ordered all

schools nationwide to suspend classes indefinitely after
crowds of students launched demonstrations against
the killing of six protesters including five pupils at a ral-
ly in a central town. “Killing a student is killing a

nation,” chanted hundreds of schoolchildren, dressed in
their uniforms and waving Sudanese flags, as they took
to the streets of Khartoum against the killings in Al-
Obeid on Monday.

Sporadic protests by schoolchildren were also held
in other parts of the capital and in other cities. Five
high-school students were shot dead and more than 60
wounded, some by snipers, when they rallied in Al-

Obeid against fuel and bread shortages, the protest
movement and residents said. Late on Tuesday, a doc-
tors committee close to the protest movement said a
sixth protester died of wounds after he was “shot with
a bullet in the head”. The committee did not say if he
too was a student. Demonstrators accused feared para-
militaries of the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) of shoot-
ing dead the teenagers. — Agencies 
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News in brief

Kid survives 6-storey fall

BEIJING: A three-year-old boy has survived a fall
from a sixth-floor balcony in southwest China after
neighbors caught him with a large blanket, according
to state media. Video of Monday’s incident shows the
boy clinging onto a slab and trying to climb back up
onto the balcony, while his feet kept slipping.
Moments later, he lets go and falls onto a large, white
blanket held open by onlookers. “I looked up and saw
a child was dangling up there. My first reaction was to
find something to catch him,” said Zhu Yanhui, an
employee of a local property management company,
who had rushed to the scene. “I thought about rushing
over there and catch him with my bare hands, but that
would not have worked,” Zhu told state broadcaster
CCTV. CCTV said the child had no injuries. “I held out
the blanket along with others all the while keeping my
eyes on the child. — AFP 

Journalist murdered in Mexico

CUERNAVACA: A journalist was found dead
Tuesday in the trunk of an abandoned car in Mexico,
authorities said, as a media watchdog vowed to inves-
tigate whether his “murder” was connected to his
work. The body of Rogelio Barragan, director of the
Guerrero Al Instante portal, was found “with blunt
injuries to the face and an injury to the brain area,” the
prosecutor’s office in the central state of Morelos
reported without giving further details. Reporters
Without Borders (RSF), which regularly ranks Mexico
alongside war-torn Syria and Afghanistan as the
world’s most dangerous countries for news media, said
the journalist had more than 10 years of experience.
“We will continue investigating more to be certain
about whether his murder had to do with his work” at
the portal which employs around a dozen journalists,
RSF representative Balbina Flores said. — AFP 

15 Ethiopian migrants die 

DUBAI: At least 15 Ethiopian migrants died after their
boat broke down and left them stranded in the Gulf of
Aden for a week without food or water, a UN agency
said. “Over 90 Ethiopian migrants were stranded on a
boat between Djibouti and Yemen for one week with
no food and water leading to the death of at least 15
people,” the International Organization for Migration
(IOM) tweeted late Tuesday. “The migrants were trav-
elling from Djibouti to Yemen when the smugglers’
boat broke down. “Those on board reported that lives
were lost due to hunger, thirst and intentional drown-
ing, while some people died in Yemen, as they could
not reach health facilities in time.” The IOM said it was
treating one survivor, while the whereabouts of the
majority of the survivors were not known. It said they
reached the Yemeni port city of Aden, but it was
unclear how they got there. — AFP 

Romania’s minister resigns 

BUCHAREST: Romania’s Interior Minister Nicolae
Moga resigned on Tuesday amid a wave of public revul-
sion over a murder case in which police failed to react in
time to save a teenage girl. The case has sparked an out-
cry against the authorities, with thousands of demon-
strators taking to the streets of Bucharest on Saturday
evening. “I took this decision to safeguard a part of the
prestige of the ministry, which has been severely dam-
aged by the faulty actions of some of its employees,”
said Moga of his resignation. Moga is the third high-
ranking official to quit over the case in the space of a
week, following the departure of the chief of police, Ioan
Buda, and the head of the Special Telecommunications
Service (STS), Ionel Vasilca. A suspect, 65-year-old
Gheorghe Dinca, was arrested on Sunday in the south-
ern town of Caracal. — AFP 

Angry Sudanese queue for bread 
in the city where pupils shot dead

Sudan shuts schools as pupils’ killing sparks outrage

KHARTOUM: Tires are set ablaze by Sudanese protesters during a rally in the capital Khartoum. -—AFP 

Nigeria
insists Boko 
Haram is
‘defeated’ 
LAGOS: Nigeria’s presidency
claimed Boko Haram’s 10-year-old
insurgency had been “defeated” but
admitted that international jihadists
posed a growing threat.  “The posi-
tion of the Nigerian government is
that the Boko Haram terrorism has
been degraded and defeated. The
real Boko Haram we know is defeat-
ed,” the presidency said in a state-
ment late Tuesday.  It said the
country was now facing “a mixture”
of Boko Haram remnants, criminal
groups and jihadists from the
Maghreb and West Africa fuelled
by turmoil in Libya and the collapse
of the Islamic State caliphate in the
Middle East. 

“As a consequence of these
international gangs, we have seen
an increase of trans-border crimes
and the proliferation of small arms
in the Lake Chad Basin area,” the
statement said.  President
Muhammadu Buhari, a former gen-
eral who vowed to crush Boko
Haram when he became president in
2015 for his first term in office, has
previously said the group were

“beaten”. The uprising began in
northeast Nigeria in July 2009
when fighting between the hardline
group and government forces left
hundreds of jihadists dead, includ-
ing leader Muhammad Yusuf. 

Since then, the bloody campaign
has killed some 27,000 people, dis-
placed over two million people and
spilled over into neighboring coun-
tries.  In 2015, the Nigerian army
forced the jihadists out of major
towns but they remain at large in
remote strongholds. Fighters still
launch persistent attacks and a
breakaway faction loyal to IS, the
Islamic State West Africa Province

(ISWAP), has ratcheted up assaults
against the military since last year. 

Over the weekend an attack by
the Boko Haram group headed by
long-time leader Abubakar Shekau
killed 65 villagers close to the
regional capital Maiduguri. The
army has often been criticized for
failing to safeguard local communi-
ties, with vigilante groups stepping
into the void left by the authorities.
But the presidency said it was look-
ing to bolster its military capacity
and expected the long-awaited
delivery of Super Tucano turbo-
prop warplanes from the United
States “beginning next year”. —AFP 

AL-OBEID: Sudanese protesters gather in the central Sudanese city of Al-Obeid yesterday, two days after five
pupils were shot dead for protesting against a shortage of bread. —AFP 

Libya foes step up 
air war as ground 
battle stalls
TRIPOLI: Libya’s rival forces have taken their
battle for Tripoli to the skies as fighting stalls on
the ground, alarming UN envoy Ghassan Salame
who has stepped up calls for a truce. More than
1,000 people have been killed since commander
Khalifa Haftar launched an offensive on April 4 to
take the capital, but there have been no major
breakthroughs on the battlefield.

Fighters loyal to the UN-recognised
Government of National Accord (GNA) have kept
Haftar’s self-styled Libyan National Army (LNA)
at bay on the southern outskirts of the city. “The
inability of both one camp and the other to make
military progress... is pushing them to rethink their
military tactics,” said Khaled al-Montasser, a pro-
fessor at Tripoli University. Montasser said that the
two sides were now targeting each other’s “rear
bases, supply centres and troop concentrations”.

With the front lines largely static, both sides are
resorting to strikes using warplanes and drones
supplied by their foreign supporters to span the
large distances between populated centres. The
LNA said it carried out strikes over the weekend
on 10 targets, including a military academy in
Misrata, some 200 kilometers east of the capital.
Five doctors were killed in the air raids, according
to the GNA. The raids came after air strikes Friday
on Haftar’s strategic air base of Al-Jufra, 650 kilo-
meters south of Tripoli. Its fall would severely
degrade the LNA assault.  — AFP 

MAIDUGURI: Smoldering ashes are seen on the ground in Budu near
Maiduguri after the latest attack this weekend by Boko Haram fighters on a
funeral in northeast Nigeria has left 65 people dead. — AFP 


