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Kuwait’s UN envoy vehemently
deplores Syria air strikes

NEW YORK: A Kuwaiti diplomat strongly condemned air
strikes in Syria’s northwestern Idlib region that deliber-
ately targeted civilians while leaving infrastructure in tat-
ters. Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the United
Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi made the
remarks on behalf of his country, alongside Belgium and
Germany, during a UN Security Council session dedicat-
ed to the humanitarian catastrophe unfolding in Syria. He
strongly urged all parties to take the measures needed to
protect innocent civilians and shield the infrastructure
from the ongoing aerial bombardments.

Two-thirds of the United Nations Security Council -
including the United States, Britain and France - asked
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Tuesday to inves-
tigate attacks on UN-supported medical facilities in
northwest Syria, diplomats said. Syrian President Bashar
Al-Assad’s forces, backed by Russia, began an offensive
on the last major insurgent stronghold three months ago
that the United Nations says has killed at least 450 civil-
ians and displaced more than 440,000 people.

Britain, France, the United States, Germany, Belgium,
Peru, Poland, Kuwait, Dominican Republic and Indonesia
delivered a demarche - a formal diplomatic petition - to
Guterres over the lack of an inquiry into attacks on UN-
supported facilities. “At least fourteen UN-supported
facilities on the list of deconflicted facilities have been
damaged or destroyed in northwest Syria since the end of
April,” they told Guterres, according to the agreed
request. “We therefore respectfully request that you con-
sider launching an internal UN investigation into attacks
that have damaged or destroyed UN-supported facilities
in northwest Syria and report back promptly,” they said.

They noted that in 2016 former UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon had used his discretionary power to open
an inquiry into an attack on a Syrian Arab Red Crescent
humanitarian convoy in Aleppo. Guterres’ spokesman
Farhan Haq confirmed representatives of 10 member
states had met with the secretary-general. “We will con-
sider their request,” Haq said.

Hospitals under attack
While the United Nations has shared the locations of

humanitarian facilities with the parties to the conflict, UN
aid chief Mark Lowcock has told the Security Council
that dozens of healthcare facilities have been struck since
April. “Is that information used as it’s intended, to protect
facilities ... or is it being used to target facilities?”
Lowcock said to reporters on Tuesday after briefing the
council for the seventh time since the Syrian government
offensive began.

The 10 members of the Security Council also called on
Guterres to investigate why the so-called deconfliction
mechanism had failed to deter attacks. Russia and Syria
have said their forces are not targeting civilians or civilian
infrastructure and questioned the sources used by the
United Nations to verify attacks on health centers.

In a July 16 letter to Guterres and the Security Council,
Syrian UN Ambassador Bashar Ja’afari said some 119 hos-
pital and health care centers “have been out of commis-
sion since being taken over by terrorist groups” and “no
longer serve their original purpose and cannot be consid-
ered hospitals, health-care centers or even ‘civilian
objects’ under humanitarian law.”

Children killed
Addressing Syria’s warring parties, Ambassador Otaibi

said UN Security Council resolutions should be respected
and abided by, particularly ones dealing with the protec-
tion of medical facilities and schools. Citing UN reports,
he said a large number of children had been killed in the
Syrian city of Idlib during the last month, while the
infrastructure in the area has been destroyed, the
Kuwaiti diplomat added. He emphasized that Syria’s
eight-year civil war can only be resolved through a
political solution, saying military action will never be the
answer to the misery of “three million people, a quarter
of whom are children,” crammed into the northwestern
province. “The people of Syria have witnessed the most
despicable crimes as identified by international law,” he
lamented, saying those responsible for these heinous

deeds should be held accountable and face swift justice.
On the return of Syrian refugees, he maintained that it
should only be done “securely and voluntarily,” pointing
out that tens of thousands of Syrians remain either
detained or missing.

An array of insurgents have a foothold in northwestern
Syria. The most powerful is the jihadist Tahrir al-Sham,
the latest incarnation of the former Nusra Front which

was part of Al-Qaeda until 2016. British UN Ambassador
Karen Pierce told the Security Council on Tuesday that
Ja’afari’s letter was an admission of Syrian government
attacks on hospitals. “That is a war crime and it deserves
the utmost, deep investigation so that those units respon-
sible, those military commanders responsible, and the
politicians who give them their instructions, can be
brought to justice,” she said. — Agencies
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during a UN Security Council session dedicated to the humanitarian catastrophe in Syria.  — KUNA

Iraq, Kuwait
select consultant
to invest
in joint fields
BAGHDAD: Iraq and Kuwait reached an
agreement for the selection of a global
consultant to prepare a study on the
investment of the joint border oil fields,
Iraq’s Ministry of Oil announced yester-
day. The two countries have agreed to
choose the British company ‘ERC
Equipoise Pte Ltd’ to take over this task,

as the contract will be officially signed in
the coming days, ministry spokesman
Assem Jihad said in a statement.

The contract empowers the company
to prepare studies of the joint productive
border fields ‘Safwan-Al-Abdali’ and
‘South Rumaila-Ratqa,’ he said. The stud-
ies will help the two countries in organiz-
ing, exploiting and investing in the border
fields shared between them in order to
guarantee the right of each party in these
fields, he noted. 

This agreement is a first step towards
signing new agreements to regulate the
investment and optimal exploitation of
the border fields shared with neighbor-
ing countries, in accordance with mecha-
nisms and international  agreements
adopted. — KUNA

GENEVA: The State of Kuwait is keen on
continuing the support extended to
humanitarian programs worldwide in line
with its leadership’s guidelines and orders,
a diplomat said yesterday. This statement
came from Kuwait’s Permanent
Representative to the UN and International
Organization’s headquarters in Geneva
Jamal Al-Ghunaim, during his meeting with
Deputy High Commissioner of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) Kelly Clements and the Food and
Agricultural Organization’s (FAO) Senior
Adviser for Program Development and
Humanitarian Affairs Rodrigue Vinet.
Ghunaim added that Kuwait was keen on
partaking in vital humanitarian programs
led by the UN and the international com-
munity to help those in need. His Highness
the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the Kuwaiti
people are keen on helping all those affect-
ed by natural disasters and conflicts,
affirmed Ghunaim.

Meanwhile, Clements said that the
UNHCR commended the efforts exerted by
Kuwait on the humanitarian level. She
affirmed that Kuwait was always on the
forefront when it came to aiding people
against mishaps, saying that such eager-
ness to fend off danger was appreciated.
Clements revealed that her meeting with
Ghunaim focused on Kuwait’s voluntary
support of the Syrian refugees as
announced by the Brussels conference
last March. In the meantime, Vinet said
that Kuwait was a major contributor to

FAO’s programs to eradicate food short-
age and hunger. Kuwait’s contributions
touched every corner of the globe and
desolated areas, he stressed. He added
that cooperation with Kuwait had suc-
ceeded in protecting the lives of millions
around the globe. — KUNA

Kuwait supports humanitarian
programs worldwide: Envoy

GENEVA: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the UN and International
Organization’s headquarters in Geneva Jamal Al-Ghunaim meets with Deputy High
Commissioner of the UNHCR Kelly Clements. — KUNA photos

Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the
UN and International Organization’s head-
quarters in Geneva Jamal Al-Ghunaim
meets with FAO’s Senior Adviser for
Program Development and Humanitarian
Affairs Rodrigue Vinet.


