
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s legal and legisla-
tive committee yesterday approved a draft law to
declare Ashoura as a public holiday for both the pri-
vate and public sectors, MP Khalil Abul said. To
become effective, the bill has to be approved by the
National Assembly when it resumes its sessions in late
October. Assembly panels in the past have rejected
such proposals.

Ashoura falls on the 10th of Muharram, the first
month of the Muslim lunar calendar, when Shiites com-
memorate the killing of Imam Al-Hussein, the grandson
of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), who is highly revered
by Shiites as their third imam. 

Abul said the committee also discussed the grilling
filed by MP Abdulkareem Al-Kandari against the prime
minister after the Assembly asked the committee to
establish if the grilling was in line with the constitution.
The panel postponed any decision until a further meet-
ing after getting the legal response of the government.
Kandari has declined an invitation by the panel to
attend its meetings.

Head of the Assembly committee studying damage
caused by last year’s floods MP Adel Al-Damkhi said
yesterday the government is expected to start paying
compensation for huge damages in the next few

weeks. Damkhi said the government had already paid
compensation for damages to vehicles worth less than
KD 3,000 and has almost completed compiling larger
damages for vehicles and houses.

He said the lists are almost ready and Minister of
Public Works Jenan Bushehri has said payments will
start in the coming few weeks. Floods resulting from
torrential rains lashed several areas of Kuwait last
November, causing heavy damage to properties.
Damkhi also said that the committee called on the
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KUWAIT: Zain Group, a leading mobile innovator
with operations in eight markets across the Middle
East and Africa, announced its consolidated finan-
cial results for the six months to June 30, 2019. Zain
served 49.2 million customers at the end of the
period, reflecting a 4 percent increase year-on-
year (Y-o-Y). For the first six months of 2019 (H1),
Zain Group generated consolidated revenue of KD
811 million ($2.7 billion), reflecting a growth of 61
percent Y-o-Y. 

Commenting on the results, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of Zain Group, Ahmed Al-Tahous
said: “The group’s performance in the first half of the
year was very pleasing given the numerous opera-
tional and competitive challenges we face in several
key markets.” 

Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice-Chairman and
Group CEO commented: “The first six months of
2019 were exceptional as we recorded impressive
net income and EBITDA growth in all key operations,

namely Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Jordan and
Bahrain. Overall, these robust set of results reconfirm
that our digital transformation program, efficiency
drive, and growth strategy is on track in delivering
the ambitious financial targets we have set in a bid to
exceed all expectations from our stakeholders.” 
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Kushner meets Jordan king 

AMMAN: US President Donald Trump’s advisor
and son-in-law Jared Kushner met with Jordan’s
King Abdullah II in Amman yesterday, for talks on
a controversial US plan for Israeli-Palestinian
peace. During their meeting, King Abdullah
stressed “the need to achieve a just and lasting
peace to ensure the establishment of an independ-
ent Palestinian state... with east Jerusalem as its
capital, living in peace and security alongside
Israel”, the court said. He said any peace plan
should be based on the internationally backed
“two-state solution” and in accordance with the
2002 Arab Peace Initiative. — AFP 

Reagan made racist remarks

WASHINGTON: Then-California governor
Ronald Reagan made racist remarks about Africans,
calling them “monkeys” in a newly-discovered Oct
1971 taped conversation with US president Richard
Nixon. Reagan, who went on to win the presidency
in 1980, had called Nixon to vent his anger at
African nations which had defied the US at the UN.
“Last night, I tell you, to watch that thing on televi-
sion as I did,” Reagan said. “Yeah,” Nixon said.
Reagan continued: “To see those, those monkeys
from those African countries - damn them, they’re
still uncomfortable wearing shoes!” Nixon responds
with a huge guffaw and went on to gleefully repeat
Reagan’s remarks in other taped conversations with
his advisers. — AFP 

Sea lion in whale’s mouth 

LOS ANGELES: In a stunning photo, a wildlife pho-
tographer has captured a sea lion falling into the
mouth of a humpback whale in what he calls a “once-
in-a-lifetime” moment. Chase Dekker, who is also a
marine biologist, took the spectacular shot during a
whale-watching boat trip off the coast of Monterey
Bay, in California, last week. The 27-year-old said he
was on a whale-watching boat trip on July 22 when
he noticed a group of humpback whales on a feeding
frenzy. As the animals were munching on anchovies,
an unlucky sea lion failed to get out of the way in time
and ended up inside the whale’s mouth. Dekker said
the whale never closed its jaws on the sea lion, which
was probably very shaken by the experience but
managed to swim away. — AFP  

TEHRAN: The government in sanctions-hit Iran yes-
terday approved a plan to remove zeros from the rial
and rename the currency - something its people have
long been doing to simplify transactions. “The cabinet
today agreed on a bill to eliminate four zeros from the
currency and that ‘toman’ will be our national curren-
cy,” government spokesman Ali Rabiei told reporters in
Tehran. The value of the Iranian rial has hit low after
record low since last year.

The currency was trading at about 37,000 to the
dollar three years ago, but it slumped to around
180,000 last year. That was after US President Donald
Trump announced the United States was unilaterally
withdrawing from the 2015 Iran nuclear deal and reim-
posing biting sanctions. At the time, long queues were
seen outside exchange offices, before the Iranian gov-

ernment took drastic measures by arresting unlicensed
dealers and freezing the accounts of speculators.

Currently the rial is trading at around 120,000 to the
US dollar on the street, while the official rate is 42,000.
This means anyone without a bank card has had to vir-
tually abandon coins and carry around thick wads of
banknotes in their purses or wallets just to make every-
day purchases. In a bid to simplify transactions,
Iranians have long referred to their currency as the
toman and chopped off a zero - a unique system that is
a source of confusion for foreign visitors.

The Iranian government has now acknowledged this
with its latest move, which needs to be forwarded to
parliament for final approval. “This will make the
national currency more effective,” said the spokesman
Rabiei. “It will be more in line with common practice in
society... the rial is not used that much. “Coins will once
again come into circulation,” he added. The
International Monetary Fund has forecast Iran’s econo-
my to shrink by 6.0 percent this year due to sanctions
and rising instability in the Middle East. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iranian rials are displayed in the capital
yesterday. — AFP 

Iran to cut zeros,
rename currency 

HERAT, Afghanistan: An Afghan man holds the dead body of a child killed
when a bus hit a roadside bomb on the Kandahar-Herat highway, at a hospi-
tal yesterday. — AFP 

CHIKMAGALUR, India: Chief Minister of Karnataka B S Yeddyurappa pays
homage to the remains of late coffee baron V G Siddhartha yesterday. — AFP 

HERAT, Afghanistan: At least 34 peo-
ple were killed in western Afghanistan
when their bus hit a Taleban roadside
bomb, officials said yesterday, the same
day a US peace envoy indicated a peace
deal with the insurgents could be immi-
nent. Even in a conflict where civilians
die daily, yesterday’s blast stood out as
particularly devastating, as most of the
victims were women and children. The

explosion ripped through the bus around
6:00 am (0130 GMT) in Farah province,
authorities said, along a busy highway to
neighboring Herat.

“It was dark, and the bus hit a mine,”
passenger Ali Juma told AFP from a hos-
pital in Herat. “There were many casual-
ties, martyrs and wounded people.” The
explosion came amid a US push for
peace with the Taleban that after several
slow months now appears to be making
progress. US peace envoy Zalmay
Khalilzad, who spent more than a week
in Kabul, yesterday left Afghanistan for
Pakistan before heading to Doha, where
he is expected to hold a fresh round of
talks with the Taleban.

After nearly 18 gruelling years, the US
wants to quit Afghanistan in return for 
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BANGALORE: The body of billionaire
Indian coffee magnate V G Siddhartha
was found by a river in southern India
yesterday, a day after a letter revealed
his concerns over deep financial prob-
lems and perceived harassment from tax
authorities. The discovery by fishermen
ended a two-day search for the founder
of the Cafe Coffee Day empire, after he
was last seen by his driver walking across
a bridge in the city of Mangalaru. 

Politicians and business figures called
immediately for a probe into Siddhartha’s
death, as well as the allegations in his let-
ter of harassment from lenders and tax

authorities. “The government should hold
a proper investigation into his tragic
death,” former prime minister H D Deve
Gowda said on Twitter as he expressed
“shock”. A call for an independent
inquiry was raised in parliament by
opposition Congress MP Manish Tewari.

Siddhartha - whose family had been in
the coffee business for 130 years -
opened his first Cafe Coffee Day store in
1996 and went on to become one of the
world’s biggest coffee traders. He owned
Asia’s biggest coffee plantation and his
company was India’s biggest coffee
exporter. The chain has more than 1,700
stores, mainly in India, but also in
Malaysia, Egypt, Czech Republic and
Austria, employing more than 30,000
people. Its shares slumped by 20 percent
for the second straight day yesterday as
news of the body was released.
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