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Blazers KO Thunder on Lillard’s 50 pts
PORTLAND: Damian Lillard capped a 50-point game by
sinking a long 3-pointer as time expired to give the
Portland Trail Blazers a 118-115 victory over the visiting
Oklahoma City Thunder on Tuesday night and a five-game
series win. Lillard set a franchise single-game playoff scor-
ing record as the third-seeded Trail Blazers clinched the
first-round Western Conference playoff series despite
trailing by 15 points with 7:45 to play. They will next play
the winner of the Denver-San Antonio series. Paul George
scored 36 points for the Thunder, and Russell Westbrook
collected 29 points, 14 assists and 11 rebounds. An 8-0
Blazers run tied the game at 113-113 with 57.1 seconds to
play, and the two teams traded baskets after that. Then,
after a Westbrook miss with less than 20 seconds to play,
the Blazers rebounded and got it to Lillard, who hit the
series-clinching bomb at the buzzer.

76ERS 122, NETS 100
Joel Embiid collected 23 points and 13 rebounds as

Philadelphia cruised to a wire-to-wire victory over vis-
iting Brooklyn to win their first-round series in five
games. The 76ers advanced to the conference semifi-
nals for the second straight season. They next will face
the second-seeded Toronto Raptors in the first post-
season meeting between the teams since the 2001 East
semifinals, a series the 76ers won in seven en route to
their most recent NBA Finals appearance. Philadelphia
posted its third double-digit win of the series, but unlike
the wins in Games 2 and 3, when the 76ers pulled away
after halftime, the dominating tone was established ear-
ly. Embiid scored 10 points as the 76ers scored the
game’s first 14 points. The Nets went 0-for-8 on the
first 14 possessions before scoring, and the 76ers held a

25-3 lead late in the first and a 32-15 edge after the
opening quarter.

RAPTORS 115, MAGIC 96
Kyle Lowry scored Toronto’s first nine points as part

of a game-opening, 12-1 flurry to propel the Raptors to
a blowout win over visiting Orlando and a 4-1 win in an
Eastern Conference first-round playoff series. With a
chance to wrap up the best-of-seven set at home, the
Raptors wasted no time taking charge. 

Lowry hit four field goals-including a 3-pointer-in
his early burst, and Kawhi Leonard added a three-point
play as Toronto went up by 11 before the game was
three minutes old. Leonard finished with 27 points and
Pascal Siakam scored 24 for the Raptors, who had never
previously won four straight games in the same playoff

series. D.J. Augustin scored a team-high 15 points for
the Magic.

NUGGETS 108, SPURS 90
Jamal Murray had 23 points and seven assists, and

host Denver beat San Antonio in Game 5 of a Western
Conference playoff series-the only series of the four
played Tuesday night not to end. The Nuggets lead the
series 3-2 heading into Game 6 at San Antonio on
Thursday night. Game 7, if necessary, would be played
Saturday in Denver. Nikola Jokic amassed 16 points, 11
rebounds and eight assists, Will Barton scored 17 points
off the bench, and Gary Harris had 15 points for Denver.
LaMarcus Aldridge had 17 points and 10 rebounds, and
DeMar DeRozan also scored 17 for the Spurs, who lost
a second game in a row. — Reuters

Raptors eliminate Magic with Game 5 rout

PORTLAND: Maurice Harkless #4 of the Portland Trail Blazers dunks the ball against the Oklahoma City Thunder during Game Five Round One of the 2019 NBA Playoffs at the Moda Center in Portland, Oregon. — AFP

Asian champions 
Kashima stunned, 
Lopes fires Jeonbuk 
towards last 16
SEOUL: Reigning Asian champions Kashima
Antlers slumped to a shock 1-0 home defeat
by Gyeongnam FC yesterday on a great night
for South Korean sides against Japanese
opposition the AFC Champions League.

Kashima looked a shadow of the side that
became Asian champions last year as they
relinquished control in Group E to Shandong
Luneng, who won 1-0 at Johor Darul Tazim via
Graziano Pelle’s first-half goal to go top on
eight points.

Fellow Koreans Jeonbuk Motors stand on
the verge of the last 16 after a man-of-the-
match performance from Ricardo Lopes gave
them a 2-1 win against Urawa Red Diamonds

in Group G. Lopes opened the scoring in the
12th minute, capitalising on a defensive error
to lash an unstoppable right-foot rocket into
the bottom corner. The Brazilian then turned
provider just after half-time, crossing from the
left for giant striker Kim Shin-wook to head
home at the near post.

A missed clearance by captain Hong Jeong-
ho allowed Shinzo Koroki to pull one back
against the run of play in the 58th minute, but
Jeonbuk survived a nervy finale to take all
three points in the top-of-the-table clash.

Jeonbuk now need just one win from their
last two matches to guarantee a place in the
knockout phase. Urawa’s defeat enabled
Beijing Guoan to move into second, two points
behind Jeonbuk, as Brazilian international
Renato Augusto scored a penalty and made
the second goal in a deserved 2-0 win over
Thailand’s Buriram United.

In wet and cold conditions in Beijing, the
Chinese Super League leaders dominated but
Buriram held out until the 55th minute when
Thai international Sasalak Haiprakhon han-
dled in the box and Augusto stepped up to
ram home.

DEADLY PELLE 
Beijing, who have started the league season

with six straight wins, sealed all three points
when the 31-year-old Augusto picked out Ba
Dun to head in from close range. Two weeks
ago, the 2018 AFC Champions League winners
Kashima had needed two stoppage-time goals
to claim a 3-2 victory over Gyeongnam after
having been 2-0 down and reduced to 10 men.

But there was no repeat of those heroics as
Gyeongnam gave themselves a qualification life-
line when Takahiro Kunimoto latched onto
Jordon Mutch’s deep cross in the 63rd minute. 

Gyeongnam remain third in Group E with two
games to play, two points behind Kashima, who
have seven, and three adrift of Shandong, their
next opponents. Shandong’s Pelle, this season’s
leading AFC Champions League scorer, contin-
ued his deadly form in front of goal as he
bagged his sixth in four matches to give the
Chinese side a hard-fought victory against the
Malaysian champions. 

The former Southampton and Italy poacher
bundled home from inside the six-yard box in
the 22nd minute after Song Long’s cross had
created confusion in the Johor defence. — AFP

KASHIMA: Gyeongnam’s forward Kim Seung-Jun (C) controls the ball in front of
Kashima’s midfielder Kento Misao (R) during the AFC Champions League Group
E football match between Kashima Antlers and Gyeongnam FC of South Korea
at the Kashima Stadium in Kashima, Ibaraki prefecture yesterday. — AFP


