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Sharks make Knights pay for 
penalty, clinch series in OT

Bruins clinch series with 5-1 win over Maple Leafs
SAN JOSE: Barclay Goodrow scored with 1:41 remain-
ing in overtime and the host San Jose Sharks, who
scored four goals on a five-minute power play midway
through the third period, rallied to pull out a 5-4 victo-
ry in Game 7 and wrap up their first-round Western
Conference playoff series over the Vegas Golden
Knights on Tuesday night.

Goodrow came in from the right circle and got
around defenseman Brayden McNabb and then beat
Marc-Andre Fleury on his blocker side for the game-
winner. San Jose, which overcame a 3-1 deficit for the
first time in franchise history, will play the Colorado
Avalanche, who eliminated the Pacific Division champi-
on Calgary Flames in five games, in the Western
Conference semifinals.

Logan Couture scored two goals, Kevin Labanc had
a goal and three assists for the first four-point game of
his career, and Tomas Hertl had a goal and an assist for
San Jose. Martin Jones, coming in off a Game 6 victory
where he set a franchise record with 58 saves, stopped
34 shots. Jonathan Marchessault, Max Pacioretty,
William Karlsson and Cody Eakin scored goals and
Mark Stone and Reilly Smith had two assists apiece for
Vegas. Fleury finished with 43 saves while falling to 3-4
in his career in Game 7’s. Vegas, behind goals by
Karlsson, Eakin and Pacioretty, appeared to have the
game firmly in control until Eakin’s penalty at the 9:13
mark of the third period.

Eakin was given a five-minute major and game mis-
conduct for a crosscheck on Joe Pavelski at the end of a
faceoff that sent Pavelski pin-wheeling and ended with
Pavelski smashing his head off the ice. A wobbly and
bleeding Pavelski had to be helped off the ice by sever-
al players.

Couture scored just seven seconds into the penalty
to cut it to 3-1, and Hertl made it 3-2 just 49 seconds
later with a deflection of an Erik Karlsson shot. Couture
tied it 2 1/2 minutes later with his sixth goal of the play-
offs, and Labanc then gave San Jose a 4-3 lead 28 sec-

onds later with a wrist shot from the left circle that
beat Fleury on his blocker side. It marked the first
time in the series that there was a lead change and
capped a span of four goals in 4:01 by the Sharks, the
eighth-fastest four goals by one team in any playoff
game. The four power play goals in one period also
tied an NHL record.

Vegas pulled Fleury for an extra attacker with 1:59
remaining and then tied it with Marchessault’s goal with
47 seconds to go off a pass from Smith to send the
game into overtime. It was the fourth straight game that
Marchessault had scored a goal.

In Boston,  Sean Kuraly and Joakim Nordstrom each
had a goal and an assist, and the Boston Bruins defeat-
ed the visiting Toronto Maple Leafs 5-1 on Tuesday
night in the seventh and deciding game of their first-
round playoff series. Marcus Johansson, Charlie Coyle
and Patrice Bergeron also scored for the Bruins, and
goaltender Tuukka Rask made 32 saves. Coyle and
Bergeron scored into an empty net.

The Bruins will next play the Columbus Blue Jackets
in the Eastern Conference semifinals. The Blue Jackets
swept the Presidents’ Trophy-winning Tampa Bay
Lightning in the first round.

It was the second consecutive year that Boston beat
Toronto in the seventh game of a first-round playoff
series. John Tavares scored for the Maple Leafs and
goalie Frederik Andersen made 27 saves.

The Bruins scored twice in the first period to take
control of the game early, though both goalies were
tested early in the game. Andersen thwarted a wrap-
around attempt by David Pastrnak, while Rask alertly
covered Mitch Marner’s shot on his own rebound.

Nordstrom scored at 14:29 of the first period when
he shot from a sharp angle to the right of the goal and
the puck squeezed between Andersen and the goalpost.
The sequence started when the Bruins intercepted the
Maple Leafs’ attempted long outlet pass. Matt Grzelcyk
and Kuraly earned the assists.

Johansson put Boston ahead 2-0 at 17:46 of the first
after Toronto defenseman Jake Gardiner lost the puck
behind the net. Johansson whirled to the front and shot
from the right circle. Toronto led 12-11 in shots on goal
after the first period. Tavares cut the lead to 2-1 at 3:54
of the second with a quick release from the right circle
after Tyler Ennis won the puck at the boards. The
Maple Leafs failed to take advantage of the first power
play of the game when Boston defenseman Brandon

Carlo was called for cross checking at 8:22, though
Toronto held a 25-19 edge in shots after two periods.

Kuraly restored Boston’s two-goal margin at 2:40 of
the third period when he split the defense and shot
from the left circle. Toronto was again unsuccessful on
the power play when Boston was called for too many
men on the ice at 5:19 of the third. Coyle scored into an
empty net at 17:26 of the third. Bergeron added another
empty-net goal at 19:59. — Reuters

SAN JOSE:  Martin Jones #31 of the San Jose Sharks makes a glove save in the third period against the
Vegas Golden Knights in Game Seven of the Western Conference First Round during the 2019 NHL Stanley
Cup Playoffs at SAP Center in San Jose, California. — AFP

NEW DELHI: England’s Jonny Bairstow is leading an
exodus of foreign stars from the Indian Premier
League as the looming World Cup draws top names
away for international duty. Bairstow was out for a
duck in his final innings of the season for Sunrisers
Hyderabad on Tuesday after being a key player for
the franchise with 445 runs in 10 matches in the high-
octane Twenty20 competition.

Hyderabad’s batting powerhouse David Warner is
also in line to leave the IPL in the next week to team
up with his Australia teammates before the 50-over
global showpiece in England and Wales, starting on
May 30. The world’s most popular Twenty20 league
ends on May 12, leaving most of the eight teams to
rely on their benches as they race toward the play-
offs. Senior sports journalist Ayaz Memon believes
the glitzy IPL will lose some of its sheen as a result.
“It will have a pretty big impact,” Memon told AFP.

“If you look at players like David Warner, Jonny
Bairstow, and even some of the West Indies stars like
an Andre Russell, it’s going to take away a lot of the
lustre and the star value.”

Warner, who leads the IPL batting chart with 574
runs, will be irreplaceable for Hyderabad who have
relied on the opener to set up big totals.

The left handed-right handed batting combination
of Warner and Bairstow has provided a series of blaz-
ing starts, including a record IPL opening stand of
185. “But this something that was anticipated and all
franchises have back-ups in place. It gives a chance
to some of the Indian talent to come in and shine,”
said Memon.

Hyderabad vice-captain Bhuvneshwar Kumar, who
led the side in place of regular skipper Kane
Williamson on Tuesday, said the team was prepared
for the exit of their foreign imports. “There is no
doubt that these guys have done really well but I
won’t say (we are) upset. We have got guys who can
replace him (Bairstow),” said Kumar.

“But the way he performed, we will miss him.” The
2008 champions Rajasthan will be one of the worst
affected sides, having already lost Jos Buttler for the
birth of his first child. Royals teammates Ben Stokes
and Jofra Archer are expected to join England’s pre-
liminary World Cup squad later this week while
Australia’s Steve Smith, like Warner, is due at an
Australia squad training camp next week in Brisbane.

“We did know that we are going to be losing play-
ers. We have got nice replacements,” said Rajasthan
coach Paddy Upton.  “We have got Oshane Thomas
waiting in the wings should Jofra Archer go. 

“If Smith were to go, and Stokes, then we have
Ashton Turner. We are quite comfortable that we are
not going to be left with big gaping holes, certainly
with the foreign internationals,” the South African
added. South Africa are also recalling their stars.
“Quinton de Kock and (Kagiso) Rabada-both playing
for Delhi Capitals-are guys who are doing extremely
well and will be missed,” said Memon.

Royal Challengers Bangalore will be hit when
England all-rounder Moeen Ali leaves, while Chennai
Super Kings will lose South Africa’s leg-spinner
Imran Tahir. Kolkata Knight Riders, whose campaign
started strongly but has stuttered of late, may strug-
gle to make the playoffs if standout performer Russell
heads home to the Caribbean. — AFP

Foreign stars begin
IPL exodus as
WCup duty calls

LONDON: Chelsea manager Maurizio
Sarri has been charged with miscon-
duct by the Football Association follow-
ing his late dismissal in Monday’s 2-2
draw with Burnley.

The 60-year-old Italian has until
Friday to answer to the charge. Sarri’s
assistant Gianfranco Zola claimed after
the match that the decision to send his
compatriot to the stands was unfair as
he “was just trying to tell our players to
get in position”.       

“Maurizio Sarri has been charged

with misconduct in relation to his
behaviour in the 94th minute of
Monday’s (22/04/2019) Premier
League fixture between Chelsea and
Burnley,” read an FA statement.

“The Chelsea manager has until
18:00 (1700 GMT) on Friday
(26/04/2019) to provide a response.”
Sarri’s expulsion comes as pressure
mounts on him to deliver Champions
League football for next season. His
compatriot Antonio Conte was sacked
after failing to do so last season.

Chelsea occupy the fourth and final
qualifying place but the two dropped
points at home against lowly Burnley
could prove costly. They are only a
point better off than Arsenal, who can
leapfrog them if they get at least a draw
at Wolves.

Sarri’s last resort may come in win-
ning the Europa League-Chelsea play
German outfit Eintracht Frankfurt in the
semi-finals-with Arsenal as potential
opponents in the final should the
Gunners beat Valencia.  — AFP

Dhoni to rest before World Cup if back trouble worsens

Chelsea manager Sarri charged with misconduct

MANCHESTER: Pep Guardiola has slammed sugges-
tions from Manchester United manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer that Manchester City are guilty of “tactical”
fouling in an attempt to stop rivals from counter-
attacking. Solskjaer, talking before the crucial
Manchester derby between the sides at Old Trafford
yesterday, made reference to City’s supposed habit of
fouling high up the field to stop opponents hitting them
on the break if Guardiola’s players are out of position.

But City boss Guardiola did not take kindly to that
analysis and appeared to accuse Solskjaer of trying to
influence referee Andre Marriner, who will take charge
of the derby.

“That’s the reason why, of course,” said Guardiola
when asked if he was concerned Solskjaer’s comments
might be intended to influence the referee. “I know
exactly what I said to my players from day one to the
last day. “So when a player wants to attack, we have to

be honest and, of course, there is contact, there are
fouls. “But when it happens and you arrive late, that is
why there are referees-to make yellow cards or red
cards or whatever they decide, but never have I pre-
pared a game (to do it).

“I prepare the game to do our own game, that is
what I want, knowing of course the opponent, but I
never said I’m going to do that to punish them or cancel
them, making fouls. Never.”

Solskjaer is not the first United manager to make a
similar claim about City in the Guardiola era-his prede-
cessor Jose Mourinho having made an identical obser-
vation before a derby meeting last season.

But the bare statistics tend not to support
Solskjaer’s claims as figures show United have collect-
ed 64 yellow cards this season, compared with City’s
38, with four reds for United, in contrast to their rivals’
solitary dismissal. In terms of fouls, United have com-
mitted 201, considerably more than City’s 172, and
Guardiola’s outraged reaction appeared to support
such a reading of the situation. “I never prepare a
game in 10 seasons as a manager thinking about these
kind of things. Never,” he said.

“The players can talk about it better than me about
that-the players I had at Barcelona, Bayern Munich and
here-one of the targets is about the counter attacks for
the opponents making fouls, never have I said to one

player to make fouls to avoid something.
“Football sometimes you do that, because football,

the actions is quick, fast.  “But I’m concerned about
many other things to beat them than these kind of
things so I don’t know. “Maybe tomorrow in the press
conference after the game you can ask him again about
that.” Guardiola, however, is wary of the threat posed
by United to City’s Premier League title ambitions.

City are two points behind leaders Liverpool and the
Manchester derby represents their vital game in hand.
The Spaniard knows United’s under-performing stars
could suddenly hit form as Solskjaer’s team battle to
finish in the top four after a disappointing recent run.

But the fact that Guardiola likened such a potential
upset to Burnley’s achievement in drawing at Chelsea
on Monday spoke of the extent to which United have
ceased to be a viable challenger to City’s superiority.

“Well the tension is there, it’s necessary to complete
these kind of games,” he said. “I think everyone knows
what we are playing for, we have to focus on the target
and what we have to do. “For me, United remains an
incredible team, of course, the last 20 or 25 years
always there. The past three or four, that can happen in
terms of a long history.

“For one specific game, they would be dangerous. I
know in the beginning how strong they’ll be in terms of
intensity and we’ll have to handle it.” — AFP

Guardiola hits back 
at Solskjaer’s 
tactical fouling jibe

NEW DELHI: India’s Mahendra Singh
Dhoni will not hesitate to take time off
before World Cup if his niggling back
problem worsens during the ongoing
Indian Premier League (IPL), the
stumper-batsman has said.

Chennai Super Kings skipper Dhoni
missed last week’s defeat by Sunrisers
Hyderabad due to a back spasm and
the 37-year-old is unwilling to risk a
serious injury that could rule him out
of the World Cup starting in England
and Wales on May 30.

“It’s holding up, it’s not showing
signs of getting worse. With the World
Cup coming up, I have to keep in mind
that I can’t really get injured,” Dhoni
said of his injury after Chennai’s six-
wicket victory over Hyderabad on
Tuesday.

“There’s a bit of stiffness. There was
a bit of spasm at the start of the tour-
nament but there’s no spasm as of now.
I’m used to playing international crick-
et with some kind of pain. “If you wait
to be 100 percent before you play a
game maybe you’d have to wait five
years before you play the next game.
It’s something I can afford to do. If it
gets worse, I’ll definitely take some
time off.”

Dhoni has played 341 one-day inter-
nationals, scoring 10,500 runs at an
average of just under 51, and his glove-
work makes him the first-choice wick-
etkeeper in the limited-overs format.

India’s 2011 World Cup winning
captain has scored over 300 runs in
nine ODIs this year, with four half-cen-
turies, including three in a row during
the tour of Australia. The IPL ends on
May 12. India begin their World Cup
campaign against South Africa in
Southampton on June 5.  —Reuters

CHENNAI: Chennai Super Kings cricketer Harbajan Singh (R) and Mahendra Singh Dhoni (C) celebrate the wicket of
Sunrisers Hyderabad’s David Warner (L) during the 2019 Indian Premier League (IPL) Twenty20 cricket match between
Chennai Super Kings and Sunrisers Hyderabad at the M.A. Chidhambaram Stadium in Chennai. —AFP


