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Cubs power past Dodgers, Cards nip 
Brewers despite Shaw’s two homers
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Six-run inning sends Athletics past Rangers
CHICAGO: Anthony Rizzo and Javier Baez each
homered, Jose Quintana registered his third straight
quality start, and the Chicago Cubs coasted to a 7-2
win over the visit ing Los Angeles Dodgers on
Tuesday night. Willson Contreras added a three-run
double for Chicago, which won for the sixth time in
seven games. Quintana (3-1) held the Dodgers to two
runs on four hits in seven innings. The left-hander
walked two and struck out seven, and he pushed his
streak to 16 scoreless innings over two-plus starts
before he allowed a run in the third. Justin Turner and
Chris Taylor drove in one run apiece for the Dodgers,
who have lost two of three since posting a six-game
winning streak. Los Angeles starter Kenta Maeda (3-
2) surrendered six runs on seven hits in four innings.

METS 9, PHILLIES 0
Zack Wheeler did it all for host New York, strik-

ing out 11 over seven scoreless innings and also hit-
ting a home run and driving in three runs during a
win over Philadelphia. Wheeler (2-2) allowed five
hits and walked none in his best start of the season.
He struck out seven in a row between the second
and fourth innings. At the plate, Wheeler snapped a
scoreless tie with a two-run double off opposing
starter Zach Eflin (2-3) in the second inning. In the
fourth, Wheeler extended the Mets’ lead to 4-0 by
homering on the first pitch he saw from Eflin.

CARDINALS 4, BREWERS 3
Yadier Molina had three hits and two RBIs to help

host St. Louis earn a win against Milwaukee, which
got two solo home runs from Travis Shaw. Paul
DeJong led off the eighth inning with a solo home run
off Milwaukee reliever Alex Wilson (1-1) to break a 2-
2 tie. After a one-out Jose Martinez walk, Molina hit
an RBI double to make it 4-2. Cardinals right-hander
Daniel Ponce de Leon was called up from Triple-A
Memphis to start in place of Michael Wacha (knee)
and went five innings, allowing one run and two hits
with seven strikeouts and three walks.

YANKEES 7, ANGELS 5
Luke Voit hit two home runs, and Brett Gardner

finished a home run short of the cycle as New York
beat Los Angeles in Anaheim, Calif., the fifth straight
win for the Yankees and the eighth loss in nine games
for the Angels. Gardner, who went 4-for-5, came to
the plate in the eighth inning needing that home run
to become just the fifth Yankee in the last 70 years to
hit for the cycle (Mickey Mantle, Bobby Murcer, Tony
Fernandez and Melky Cabrera). Gardner hit a line
drive to right field, where Kole Calhoun made a diving
attempt. Calhoun was able to snag the ball on a short-
hop, holding Gardner to a single and perhaps pre-
venting him from attempting to make history with an
inside-the-park homer to complete the cycle.

RAYS 5, ROYALS 2
Host Tampa Bay chased Kansas City starter Homer

Bailey four batters-and four runs-into the second
inning, and the Rays extended their winning streak
over Kansas City to 10 games. The Rays have the best
record in baseball at 16-8, while the Royals, who lost
for the fifth straight time, have the worst record at 7-
17. It was just the fourth time this season, however,
that the Royals did not hold a lead at some point in
the game. Jalen Beeks (1-0) picked up the win with a
season-high 4 2/3 innings. He gave up just two hits

and struck out seven while giving up two hits and no
runs. Emilio Pagan, who picked up his first major
league save Monday, recorded his second save with a
scoreless ninth. Bailey (2-2) took the loss.

DIAMONDBACKS 2, PIRATES 1
Jarrod Dyson went 2-for-3 with a walk and avoid-

ed a tag at home for the go-ahead run in the sixth
inning Monday as Arizona topped host Pittsburgh.
Arizona is 6-2 on its road trip, which includes two
more games against the Pirates. The Diamondbacks
have won eight straight games at Pittsburgh. Overall,
Arizona has won seven of nine. The Diamondbacks,
who spotted Pittsburgh a 1-0 lead, came back from a
deficit to beat the Pirates for the second night in a
row. Pittsburgh has lost three straight for the first
time this year.

ATHLETICS 11, RANGERS 5
Josh Phegley and Marcus Semien each had two-

run doubles in a six-run fourth inning, sending host
Oakland past Texas. Stephen Piscotty had a triple and
three singles as part of a 14-hit Oakland attack that
eased the burden on pitcher Frankie Montas (4-1),
who won his third straight start. Piscotty scored three
times. The teams traded single runs in each of the first
two innings before the A’s broke a 2-2 tie by sending
11 batters to the plate in the fourth, the first nine
against Lance Lynn (2-2). The Rangers starter
allowed eight runs on nine hits in 3 1/3 innings.

PADRES 6, MARINERS 3
Franmil Reyes drove in three runs with a pair of

homers, and Austin Hedges ricocheted a two-run
homer off the glove of Seattle center fielder Mallex
Smith as host San Diego won the opener of a two-
game series. The loss was only the third for Seattle in
14 road games this season and marked the first time
this year that the Mariners failed to score at least
five runs in a road game. Reyes capped a three-run
San Diego second inning with a two-run, 402-foot
shot to left-center off Mariners starter Erik Swanson
(0-2). He capped the second multi-homer game of his
career with a two-out shot to left-center to give the
Padres a 4-2 lead in the sixth.

GIANTS 7, BLUE JAYS 6
Joe Panik, Evan Longoria, Brandon Belt and Pablo

Sandoval hit home runs as San Francisco found some
offense while opening a brief two-game interleague
series at Toronto. Kevin Pillar added an RBI single in
his return to Toronto, helping the Giants put together
consecutive victories on the road for the first time
this season. Pillar was traded from the Blue Jays to
the Giants on April 2. Toronto made things interesting
in the eighth inning when Rowdy Tellez hit his first
career grand slam to bring the Blue Jays within a run,
but the Giants’ bullpen closed out the victory.

TIGERS 7, RED SOX 4 (GAME 1)
Josh Harrison hit a go-ahead two-run double in the

eighth, Matthew Boyd pitched seven solid innings,
and Detroit downed host Boston in the first game of a
day-night doubleheader. Boyd (2-1) allowed three
runs on three hits. Ronny Rodriguez had three hits,
including a homer, two runs and two RBIs for Detroit.
Grayson Greiner also homered and drove in two runs.
Xander Bogaerts hit a pair of solo homers for Boston.
Mookie Betts drove in the Red Sox’s two other runs.

Tigers 4, Red Sox 2 (Game 2)
Brandon Dixon had three hits, including a three-

run double, and Spencer Turnbull walked a tightrope
over five innings to earn his first major league win as
Detroit wrapped up a doubleheader sweep at Boston.
The Tigers won for the fourth time in five games since
a five-game losing streak. Turnbull (1-2) went five
scoreless innings, working around three hits, four
walks and two hit batters. The Red Sox got on the
board on a Xander Bogaerts RBI single in the sev-
enth, and rookie Michael Chavis blasted a pitch over
the Green Monster in left for his first career home run
to lead off the eighth and make it 3-2.

MARLINS 3, INDIANS 1
Pablo Lopez allowed one run on two hits in 6 1/3

innings as Miami defeated host Cleveland. Jorge
Alfaro belted his team-high fourth homer to lead off
the fifth inning, and Curtis Granderson added an RBI
double for the Marlins, who have won three of their
last four games on the heels of losing 13 of 15.
Cleveland starter Carlos Carrasco left after four
innings with left knee discomfort. Carrasco was cov-
ering first base in the fourth when he was injured fol-
lowing an awkward dive for an off-target throw from
Carlos Santana.

NATIONALS 6, ROCKIES 3
Victor Robles hit a three-run double in the third

inning, and Patrick Corbin made another quality
start as Washington beat Colorado in Denver. The
Nationals got two big but painful insurance runs in
the top of the ninth when Juan Soto, after fouling a
3-1 pitch off his right leg, walked with the bases
loaded to make it 5-3. Howie Kendrick was then hit
by a pitch from reliever DJ Johnson to make it 6-3.
Corbin (2-0), who allowed just two hits in his last
start, gave up three runs (two earned) on five hits in
six innings. He struck out six and walked one. Corbin
has made five quality starts in a row.

ASTROS 10, TWINS 4
Alex Bregman followed a two-run single in the fifth

inning with a sacrifice fly in the seventh that sparked
host Houston to a comeback win over Minnesota. The
Astros snapped a three-game losing skid behind
Bregman, Tyler White (2-for-2 with a walk and two
runs), and left-hander Wade Miley, who retired 17 of
the final 18 batters he faced following a rocky first
inning. Houston trailed 3-0 four batters into the game.
Bregman capped the Astros’ three-run fifth inning
with a two-out single to left field off Twins right-han-
der Michael Pineda, driving home White and George
Springer (2-for-3 with two walks, two runs and two
RBIs) and pushing Houston to a 4-3 lead.

REDS 7, BRAVES 6
Home runs by Yasiel Puig and Tucker Barnhart

helped jolt life into the sleepy Cincinnati lineup in a
win over visiting Atlanta. The seven runs were the
second most scored this season by the Reds-last in
the National League in hitting-and their biggest
offensive outburst since they scored 14 against the
Marlins on April 9. Puig was 2-for-4 with a homer, a
run and three RBIs. The Reds have won four of their
past five. Atlanta’s Freddie Freeman, who had a hit,
has reached base in all 22 games to start the season.
It’s the longest season-opening on-base streak for
Freeman and 15 short of the franchise record set by
Eddie Mathews in 1961. However, Freeman grounded
out with a runner on third to end the game.

ORIOLES 9, WHITE SOX 1
Chris Davis, Dwight Smith Jr., Joey Rickard and

Renato Nunez hit homers for host Baltimore in an easy
win over Chicago. The long balls, all off Chicago starter
Ivan Nova (0-3), produced eight of Baltimore’s nine
runs. Andrew Cashner (4-1) gave the Orioles one of
their best efforts from a starter this season. The right-
hander surrendered just one run on five hits in seven
innings, striking out five with one walk. — Reuters

CHICAGO:  Javier Baez #9 of the Chicago Cubs dives in to score a run in the 1st inning against the Los Angeles
Dodgers at Wrigley Field in Chicago, Illinois.  — AFP

MELBOURNE: Wallabies’ Director of Rugby Scott Johnson has
backed the hard-line stance taken by Rugby Australia (RA) over
Israel Folau’s controversial social media posts and called for the
sport to embrace inclusiveness.

Folau, a fundamentalist Christian, faces having his Wallabies
contract torn up after posting comments that gay people were
destined for “hell” if they did not “repent”. Johnson, who helped
former Wales skipper Gareth Thomas come to terms with his sexu-
ality more than a decade ago, said Wallabies fullback Folau would
have the opportunity to put his case forward at a Code of Conduct
hearing with RA on May 4.

“I want to make it really clear - I’m very supportive of where
Rugby Australia is in this stance,” Johnson told reporters in Sydney
yesterday. “What I will say ... is we want a game that includes
everyone. “I’ve had kids that have come out of addiction issues and
I was also very, very privileged and honoured to be ... the person
that Gareth Thomas needed to talk to about his sexuality.”

Johnson formed a tight bond with Thomas at Wales, where he
was an assistant coach for a number of years and a caretaker in
the head role for a few tests in 2006. Thomas came out in 2009,
two years after playing the last of his 103 tests, but confided in
Johnson that he was gay after a 29-29 draw with Australia in
Cardiff in 2006.

Although working for the Wallabies as an assistant coach at the
time, Johnson remained with the Wales camp to help Thomas talk
to his team mates and coaches about it. “I was coaching the oppo-
sition and I got called into the change room because he only want-
ed to talk to me,” Johnson recalled yesterday. “I spent the next 24
hours off-site in the opposition’s hotel talking to his team mates
because he couldn’t, nor his coaching staff and his management.

“It goes beyond rugby. This is human relationship. I had a
kid that I absolutely loved to coach, I loved what he stood for
(but was) troubled.” Thomas later revealed in interviews that
he had contemplated suicide as he wrestled with his sexuality
and Johnson said rugby had helped the Welshman out of a
“dark period”.

“You don’t coach just to win trophies, you coach to make peo-
ple better and that’s why I’m in the sport and I’m passionate about
it,” he added. — Reuters

BAKU: Valtteri Bottas has a score to settle as he
heads into Sunday’s Formula One Azerbaijan
Grand Prix determined to make up for a lost win
and regain the championship lead from Mercedes
team mate Lewis Hamilton.

The Finn was leading around the streets of
Baku last year when a puncture three laps from
the end handed victory to Hamilton instead. The
Briton went on to win 10 more races on his way
to a fifth title while Bottas ended the season
demoralised and with zero wins.

The 29-year-old has come back from the win-
ter stronger and looking more of a match for his
team mate, even if Hamilton has returned to the
top of the standings after chalking up his second
win of the season in China on April 14.

“For sure I would prefer to still be leading but
that’s the situation now and if I keep performing
well I can turn it around,” said Bottas, who trails
Hamilton by six points with 18 races remaining.

“So that’s going to be the goal for Baku,”
added the Finn, who was on pole in China but
dropped beh ind  Hami l ton  a t  the  s tar t .
Mercedes head into Sunday’s race, the fourth
since Azerbaijan joined the calendar in 2016,
as favourites after three one-two finishes-the
strongest start to a campaign since Williams
in 1992.

They have also won two of the three races in
Azerbaijan, even if it has not been a particularly
happy hunting ground for Hamilton. Last year’s
victory was his first podium appearance there.

MEAGRE HAUL
Nothing can be taken for granted at a circuit

that has served up some thrillers in the past, mix-
ing ultra-long straights and tight corners with no
margin for error. Like Bottas, Ferrari will also be
hoping to make a statement.

Already 57 points behind Mercedes in the
overall standings, the pre-season favourites have
a meagre haul of two third-place finishes from
the first three races and cannot afford to lose any
more ground.

New recruit Charles Leclerc, smarting from

being ordered to move over for four times cham-
pion Sebastian Vettel in China and denied a maid-
en Formula One win by engine trouble in Bahrain,
will be especially fired up. The circuit holds a
special emotional significance for the
Monegasque, who won a 2017 Formula Two race
from pole position in Baku only days after the
death of his father.

“Baku is a demanding track, but I can’t wait,”
said the 21-year-old, who also scored his first
Formula One points there last year with sixth
place for Sauber. “I simply love it and I’ve always
performed very well there.”

The unpredictability of the race means there’s
always a chance for an unexpected podium fin-
isher. Since the 2016 race, Baku is the only grand
prix on the calendar that has seen a driver out-
side of the top-three teams finish on the podium.

Mexican Sergio Perez, with two third places
for Force India-now Racing Point-is the only
driver to have stood on the podium more than
once in Baku. “It’s a big show,” said Max
Verstappen who will pounce on any opportunity
to snatch a win for Honda-powered Red Bull.
“And hopefully this year’s race will make for a
good story.”  — Reuters
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