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“But the United States should know that when they
enter the Strait of Hormuz, they have to talk to those
protecting the Strait of Hormuz - and that is the
Iranian Revolutionary Guards,” he said. The Trump
administration recently branded the Revolutionary
Guards a terrorist group, the first time the United
States has made the far-reaching designation against
a unit of a foreign government, as it demands that
Iran curtail support for militant movements in the
region.

The elite force, whose mission is to protect the
regime, is in charge of the naval defense of the Strait
of Hormuz and also has an array of other interests,
including businesses. Zarif said Trump was being
pushed by what he mockingly called “the B Team” -
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed and John Bolton,
the US leader’s hawkish national security advisor. 

“The B Team wants the United States to take crazy
measures, and it won’t be the first time the US has
taken adventurous measures plotted for it by others,”
he said. When asked if the US pressure campaign on
Tehran was aimed at sparking further negotiations or
regime change, Zarif said: “The B Team wants regime
change at the very least. It is not a crisis yet, but it is
a dangerous situation. Accidents ... are possible. I
wouldn’t discount the B Team plotting an accident
anywhere in the region, particularly as we get closer
to the election. We are not there yet.”

Zarif suggested possible cooperation with the
United States to bring stabi l i ty to Iraq and
Afghanistan, a priority for both Tehran and
Washington. He also said he was willing to swap
British-Iranian aid worker Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe,
who has been detained in Iran since 2016, for an
Iranian woman detained in Australia for the past three
years on a US extradition request.

“I feel sorry for them, and I have done my best to
help,” Zarif said of Zaghari-Ratcliffe. “But nobody
talks about this lady in Australia who gave birth to a
child in prison. ... I put this offering on the table pub-
licly now - exchange them.” Zarif then went on to say
that Iran had told the U.S. administration six months
ago that it was open to a prisoner swap deal, but had
not yet received a response.— Agencies 
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in accounting for ad hoc appointments and limiting
them to extreme needs only, and this will lead to termi-
nating scores of expats, especially since ministries are
suffering from inflated spending on salaries.

Meanwhile, the constitutional court yesterday
rejected two petitions against the election law and the
recently concluded by-election, which means that they
have been found to be in line with the constitution. The
two petitions were filed by Yousef Al-Mahaish, who
was a candidate in the March 16 by-elections. He con-
tested the by-election that elected two MPs was illegal
and also challenged the validity of the 1962 elections
law, because it does not have any designation for the
prime minister. 

In other Assembly business, the financial and eco-
nomic affairs committee yesterday postponed the
approval of the insurance law, giving the ministry of
commerce and industry time to provide details about
the number of insurance companies and their field of
specialization. Head of the committee MP Salah
Khorshid said the draft law comprises 71 articles and
that it will be approved on Sunday. 

MP Safa Al-Hashem yesterday criticized the govern-
ment over the alleged fake citizenship issue, claiming
that the government “is scared of lawmakers who do
not want to open this file”. She vowed that she will
press to open the files of 62,000 Kuwaitis who alleged-
ly obtained citizenship through illegal means. Hashem’s
comments come two days after several MPs demanded
that a special debate is held to hear the government
position on this highly-controversial issue. The request
came after only eight lawmakers supported a proposal
to form a committee to investigate forged citizenships
amid stiff opposition by tribal lawmakers. MP Thamer
Al-Suwait said opening this issue is an attempt to
divide the society. 

Proposal aims to
force expats to... 

Continued from Page 1

Early childhood is a period of rapid physical and
cognitive development during which habits are formed
and family lifestyle routines are adaptable, said the
WHO guidelines, drawn from evidence in hundreds of

studies, many from Australia, Canada, South Africa and
the United States. 

“Sedentary behaviors, whether riding motorized
transport rather than walking or cycling, sitting at a
desk in school, watching TV or playing inactive screen-
based games are increasingly prevalent and associated
with poor health outcomes,” the WHO said. Chronic
insufficient sleep in children has been associated with
increased excessive fat accumulation as measured by
body mass index (BMI), it said. Shorter sleep duration
has been associated with more TV viewing and time
spent playing computer games, it added. — Reuters 
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Wearing a black dress and white headscarf, Begum
added: “We have been huddled at our homes. We are
scared about going out.”

Sri Lanka’s population of 21 million is a patchwork of
ethnicities and religions, dominated by the Sinhalese
Buddhist majority. Muslims account for 10 percent of
the population and are the second-largest minority
after Hindus. Around seven percent of Sri Lankans are
Christians. Ethnic and religious tensions abound in the
country, which suffered through a decades-long Tamil
insurgency and more recently has seen outbreaks of
sectarian violence.

Muslims have been on the receiving end of sporadic
violence and hate attacks since the civil war ended in
2009. Hardline Buddhist monks have led campaigns
against the community, and in 2013 and 2018, Muslim
businesses came under attack. Rumors were even
spread that Sinhalese could become sterile if they wore
underwear bought from Muslim shops, and that food

sold by Muslims would cause infertility.
In the wake of the attacks, Sri Lankan leaders

including Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe have
urged calm and solidarity. “The vast majority of
Muslims condemn this and they are as angry as the
Tamils and the Sinhalese about what happened,” he
said Tuesday, calling for unity. But at the Jumma
mosque there was an atmosphere of anxiety, and sever-
al worshippers said they hoped police would “take care
of every citizen in such critical times”. 

Hilmy Ahamed, vice-president of the influential
Muslim Council of Sri Lanka, said the community was
braced for a backlash, with emotions running high.
“Hundreds of people are being buried (so) there is
going to be an emotional outburst and some of it could
be justifiable,” said Ahamed. “We have asked the gov-
ernment... to ensure security is maintained. This (attack)
has not been carried out by the Muslim community but
by some fringe elements.”

In fact, Ahamed and other Muslim leaders said they
had warned Sri Lankan authorities years earlier about
the leader of the National Thowheeth Jama’ath, a group
the government says is its key suspect in the attacks.
The group’s leader, Zahran Hashim, was well known to
Muslim leaders as an extremist. “This person was a lon-
er and he had radicalized young people in the guise of
conducting Quran classes,” Ahamed said.— AFP 
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VLADIVOSTOK: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
said he was looking forward to his first talks with
President Vladimir Putin as he arrived in Russia yester-
day seeking support in Pyongyang’s nuclear deadlock
with the United States. Kim’s armored train rolled in to
the Tsarist-era station in Russia’s Pacific port city of
Vladivostok, where the summit will take place today.
Wearing a long black coat and fedora, Kim stepped out
onto a red carpet on the station platform before making
his way outside to be received by an honor guard and
military band. His limousine drove off after the welcom-
ing ceremony, bodyguards in suits running alongside.

The talks, only confirmed at the last minute, will be
Kim’s first face-to-face meeting with another head of
state since negotiations with US President Donald
Trump in Hanoi collapsed in February. “I hope this visit
will be successful and useful,” Kim told Russian televi-
sion in the border town of Khasan, where women in folk
costumes welcomed him with bread and salt in a tradi-
tional greeting. “I hope that during the talks... I will be
able to have concrete discussions on resolving situa-
tions on the Korean Peninsula and on the development
of our bilateral relationship,” Kim said. Putin was due to
arrive in Vladivostok today, then fly on after the talks
for another summit in Beijing.

Island venue
Russian and North Korean flags were flying on lamp

posts on Vladivostok’s Russky island, where the summit
is expected to take place at a university campus. The
island is connected to the rest of Vladivostok by a
bridge built in 2012 that crosses a harbor used for com-
mercial and naval ships. Kim plans to stay on in
Vladivostok on Friday for a series of cultural events,
including a ballet and a visit to the city’s aquarium,
Russian media reported.

The talks follow repeated invitations from Putin
since Kim embarked on a series of diplomatic overtures
last year. Since March 2018, the formerly reclusive
North Korean leader has held four meetings with
Chinese President Xi Jinping, three with South Korea’s
Moon Jae-in, two with Trump and one with Vietnam’s
president. Analysts say he is now looking for wider
international support in his standoff with Washington,
while Moscow is keen to inject itself into another global
flashpoint.   In Hanoi, the cash-strapped North
demanded immediate relief from the sanctions imposed
on it over its banned nuclear weapons and ballistic mis-
sile programs. But the talks broke down in disagree-
ment over what Pyongyang was prepared to give up in
return. North Korea last week launched a blistering
attack on US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, insisting
he be removed from the negotiations just hours after
announcing it had carried out a new weapons test.

Moscow has already called for the sanctions to be
eased, while the US has accused it of trying to help
Pyongyang evade some of the measures - accusations
Russia denies. Kremlin foreign policy aide Yuri Ushakov
told a briefing on Tuesday: “The focus will be on a
political and diplomatic solution to the nuclear problem
on the Korean Peninsula.” “Russia intends to help con-
solidate positive trends in every way,” he said, but
added that no joint statement or signing of agreements
was planned.

Moscow was a crucial backer of Pyongyang for
decades and their ties go back to the founding of North
Korea, when the Soviet Union installed Kim’s grandfa-
ther Kim Il Sung as leader. The Soviet Union reduced
funding to the North as it began to seek reconciliation
with Seoul in the 1980s, but Pyongyang was hit hard by
its demise in 1991. Soon after his first election as
Russian president, Putin sought to normalize relations

and met Kim Jong Il - the current leader’s father and
predecessor - three times. The first of those meetings
was in Pyongyang in 2000, when Putin became the
first Russian leader to visit the North.

China has since cemented its role as the isolated
North’s most important ally, its largest trading partner
and crucial fuel supplier, and analysts say Kim could
be looking to balance Beijing’s influence. Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesman Geng Shuang said yesterday
that Beijing was happy to see talks between its “friend-
ly neighbors”. “We believe this will contribute... to

peace and stability on the peninsula and in the region,”
Geng said, noting that China and Russia “have always
maintained close communication and coordination” on
the issue.  While ties between Russia and North Korea
have remained cordial, the last meeting between their
leaders came in 2011, when Kim Jong Il told then-pres-
ident Dmitry Medvedev that he was prepared to
renounce nuclear testing. His son has since overseen
by far the country’s most powerful blast to date, and
the launch of missiles capable of reaching the entire
US mainland. —AFP 

KHASAN, Russia: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un disembarks from his private armored train at a station in this Russian bor-
der town yesterday. —AFP 

ACCRA: Ghana launched a fleet of drones yesterday to
carry medical supplies to remote areas, with President
Nana Akufo-Addo declaring it would become the
“world’s largest drone delivery service”. The craft are
part of an ambitious plan to leapfrog problems of medical
access in a country with poor roads. “No one in Ghana
should die because they can’t access the medicine they
need in an emergency,” Akufo-Addo said in a statement
to mark the launch. “That’s why Ghana is launching the
world’s largest drone delivery service,” Akufo-Addo said.
“It represents a major step towards giving everyone in
this country universal access to lifesaving medicine.”

The drones have been flying test runs with blood and
vaccines, but the project was officially inaugurated yes-
terday at the main drone base in Omenako, 70 km north
of Accra. Omenako is the first of four distribution centres
which, when fully operational, will each have 30 drones
serving 500 clinics within an 80-km radius. Operator
Zipline, a US-based company, said the three other sites
should be up and running by the end of 2019. The drones
are planned to ferry 150 different medicines, blood, and
vaccines to more than 2,000 clinics serving over 12 mil-
lion people - roughly 40 percent of the population.

Bumpy roads 
Zipline first began delivering blood and medicine in

East Africa in 2016, deploying drones in Rwanda, a coun-
try dubbed the “land of a thousand hills” where access to
many villages by road is difficult. Now the company is
expanding on the other side of the continent. “Millions of
people across the world - in both developed and devel-
oping countries - die each year because they can’t get
the medicine they need when they need it,” said Zipline
boss Keller Rinaudo. For Ghana, a country of nearly 30
million people scattered across a land area about the size
of former colonial ruler Britain, poor roads and a lack of
ambulances are major challenges to health care access.

Drones, not dependent on bumpy roads that can take
hours to navigate, offer a way to get medical supplies to
clinics before a patient bleeds to death, for example. “We
are a developing country,” said Douglas Adu-Fokuo, a
spokesman for the Ghana Health Service, noting that
almost a third of maternal deaths are due to blood loss -
easily preventable with a transfusion provided supplies
are available. “We can’t achieve everything in one go,” he
added. “We have to start somewhere.”

Parachute drops
The four-year contract to Zipline has a hefty price tag

of $12.5 million. But the company says the cost is “on par
with the current cost of delivery, which is usually a car,
truck or motorcycle”, yet faster and more reliable.
Medics can order blood or medicine by sending a mes-
sage by mobile phone. Each battery-powered flying
machine has a delivery distance of 80 km, speeding at
100 km an hour and carry up to 1.7 kg.

Each drop can bring three units of blood, with deliver-
ies made by parachute. The drones are stoked at their
depot to ensure that vaccines and supplies are kept cold,
cutting the need for expensive cold-chain storage sys-
tems in remote areas. Once the program is up and run-
ning, plasma deliveries can be made for the first time to
Ghana’s most remote northern areas. The journey by road
was too long, and the expiry date of plasma too short, to
make this possible until now. —AFP 
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Staff members prepare a drone for the delivery of medical sup-
plies at the drone delivery service base run by operator Zipline
on Tuesday in Omenako, 70 km north of Accra. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump may count
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi among his interna-
tional allies, but New Delhi is smarting over unexpected
US decisions it sees as ignoring the interests of an increas-
ingly close partner. The Trump administration this week
said it would start to sanction countries that do not comply
with its orders to stop buying oil from Iran, demanding
that eight governments - including India and China - end
all imports when six-month waivers run out next week.

The move, which triggered a hike in global oil prices
that could disproportionately hit poorer Indians, came just
as Modi was campaigning for a new mandate in ongoing,
multi-phase elections. The Iran diktat followed Trump’s
announcement in March that India, along with Turkey,
would no longer enjoy a preferential trading status for a
wide range of manufactured goods. Trump, who has
rocky relations with the leaders of numerous Western
allies, has publicly highlighted his bond with Modi, a
Hindu nationalist who shares the US president’s hawkish

stance on radical Islamism.
India’s main opposition Congress party quickly seized

on the Iran sanctions to attack Modi. Its spokesman
Randeep Singh Surjewala tweeted that the Indian leader
is “sitting as a mute spectator over the country’s oil
needs and security”. Trump, while popular among much
of the Hindu right, has also drawn resentment in India
over viral reports that he mimics Modi’s accent in private
- a far cry from the reverential treatment US presidents
since Bill Clinton have shown Indian leaders.

An Indian official, speaking on condition of anonymi-
ty, described New Delhi as “surprised and disappointed”
by the decision on Iran, saying the Trump administration
had sent a message in March that India’s cuts in imports
were sufficient to be granted a fresh waiver. “We
thought that, as a major defense and strategic partner,
the United States would take into consideration our con-
cerns,” the official said.

Trump is seeking to eliminate Iran’s top source of rev-
enue in a bid to curb the clerical regime’s regional clout,
including its backing of Shiite militants. India is the world’s
third-largest oil importer. The official said the South Asian
nation has cut Iranian oil from 17 to five percent of its total
crude imports and had also ended oil purchases from
Venezuela, succumbing to US pressure as Trump tries to
oust leftist President Nicolas Maduro. “We did this not
because we agree with the US, but because we are strate-
gic partners,” he said.—AFP 
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