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Models present creations by Bobstore during the Sao Paulo Fashion Week in Sao Paulo, Brazil on April 23, 2019. — AFP 

The UAE city of Sharjah took up the mantle as
UNESCO’s World Book Capital for 2019 late
Tuesday, launching a series of cultural programs

aimed at both locals and expatriates. “Sharjah aims to
become a true torch for science and knowledge,” said
Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed Al-Qasimi, ruler of the city
and its eponymous emirate, at a ceremony joining more
than 500 artists. Sharjah was named this year’s World
Book Capital by the UN’s cultural agency under the rec-
ommendation of The International Publishers Associations
(IPA) and The International Federation of Library
Association and Institutions (IFLA).

“Sharjah has been selected by these esteemed pillars as
recognition of the city’s continuous efforts in promoting
books and literacy,” said a joint statement released by the
three organizations.  “Known as the City of Books, it has
fast established itself as the source for the region’s grow-
ing publishing sector, and has become the hub for most
book related events and organizations in the UAE.” The
annual program kicked off Tuesday, which marked World
Book Day, with a evening celebration that included dance

and song.  A string of conferences, exhibits and book fairs
are set to take place throughout the year, according to the
official website. 

The city of Sharjah is the capital of an emirate by the
same name, one of seven that make up the United Arab
Emirates.  The neighboring emirate of Dubai is the cultural
center of the UAE, with year-round museum exhibits and
regular book fairs. — AFP

Lebanese author Hoda Barakat has won the Booker inter-
national prize for Arabic fiction for her novel “The
Night Mail”. She will receive $50,000 (44,600 euros)

and the five other authors who reached the final short-list
will each receive $10,000, the organizers revealed late
Tuesday. Conceived in Abu Dhabi in 2007, the prize is sup-
ported by the Booker Prize Foundation in London and
financed by Abu Dhabi’s Department of Culture and

Tourism. Born in Beirut, Hoda Barakat lives in Paris and has
published several novels including “The Stone of Laughter”
and “My Master and My Lover”. 

“The Night Mail” is her sixth novel and has been translat-
ed into French.  Alongside the prize money, funds will also be
provided for translating the book into English.  The novel
consists of a series of letters by individuals “facing social
misery and their own demons”, according to publisher Actes

Sud. Abu Dhabi, capital of the emirate of the same name, has
become an increasingly significant cultural hub. The city
hosts the Louvre Abu Dhabi-the first museum to take the
name “Louvre” outside France-which houses nearly 600
works in a futuristic building designed by French architect
Jean Nouvel. — AFP

Hoda Barakat wins Arab Booker for ‘The Night Mail’

Lebanese author Hoda Barakat.

These handout pictures released by Sharjah World book 2019 shows the opening ceremony of the UNESCO’s World Book
Capital for 2019, in Sharjah. — AFP photos


