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KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Kuwait National Guard (KNG) Lt Gen Hashim Al-Rifaie presents a memento to Inspector General of the Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army
Ghazi Al-Muqaibel. —KUNA

NEW YORK: Unless justice is served and crime per-
petrators prosecuted, a sustainable and inclusive
peace could not be achieved in Syria, Kuwait said.
The remark was made by Kuwait ’s  Permanent
Representative to the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi late Tuesday, during a UN General Assembly
session on international, impartial and independent
mechanism to assist in the investigation and prosecu-
tion of persons responsible for the most serious
crimes under international law committed in the
Syrian Arab Republic since March 2011. It is more
commonly referred to as ‘the Mechanism,’ or ‘IIIM.’

“As the crisis enters its ninth year, the absence of
accountability for those who committed crimes in
Syria since March 2011 continues,” he pointed out.
He further said that some of those heinous acts could
live up to the status of “war crimes,” or “crimes
against humanity,” including the ones of alleged use
of internationally-banned chemical weapons. Kuwait,
out of its global and moral beliefs, had adopted the
establishment of IIIM, even voluntarily contributing
to the Mechanism’s financial budget, Otaibi noted.
The only solution to the Syrian crisis could only be a
peaceful one, based on the execution of UNSC reso-
lution 2254 and the Geneva II Conference on Syria
2012, he concluded. The IIIM is neither a prosecu-
tor’s office nor a court, but collects and analyses
information and evidence of international crimes
committed in Syria to assist criminal proceedings in
national, regional or international courts or tribunals

that have or may in the future have jurisdiction over
these crimes.

Sexual violence
Separately, Kuwait said it is significant for the inter-

national community in general, and the UN Security
Council (UNSC) in particular, to remain united in tack-
ling sexual violence in conflict, Kuwait’s permanent
representative at the UN said. “Undoubtedly, our prin-
ciples are one and the same in view of condemning all
forms of sexual violence, particularly those committed
during conflicts,” Otaibi said during a UN Security
Council session on sexual violence in conflict. He called
on the international community to seek together to put
an end to sexual violence during conflicts and ensure
justice to victims in a way that should observe the
social and cultural considerations of all member states.
He regretted that although the UNSC had adopted 10
years ago its Resolution 1820 stating that sexual vio-
lence in conflicts poses a threat to international peace
and security and requires a serious international
response, sexual violence cases have been growing.

Such crimes are mostly used as intimidation tools
and war tactics to target specific communities on the
basis of their ethnical, religious or political orientations
with a view to forcing them to leave their homes and
seizing their properties, he lamented. The Kuwaiti
diplomat cited the forced displacement of Rohingya
minority as a resonant paradigm in this regard, saying
that forced displacement exposes victims, mainly

women and girls, to sexual violence and human traffick-
ing. Sexual violence crimes, in some flashpoints, are
used by extremist groups, including the so-called
Islamic State, as elements of political and terrorist
economy, he pointed out. He emphasized that sexual
violence in conflicts could be curtailed by means of
bringing all those involved to accountability in line with
local and international laws. He added that the UN
Security Council has its own tools to fight sexual vio-
lence during conflicts, suggesting that it should rein-
force peacekeeping and political missions targeting
women empowerment during and following conflicts.

Sustainable peace
Bringing the criminals to justice is an integral part of

sustainable peace since sexual violence affects the psy-
chological and physical situations of victims, together
with the whole society, Otaibi noted. He added that it is
the responsibility of the States to provide protection to
civilians during conflicts and to bring those involved in
sexual violence to accountability. The UN Security
Council has called upon warring parties around the
globe to implement concrete commitments to fight
what many speakers described as the heinous, barbaric
and all-too-often silent phenomenon of sexual violence
during conflict.

Adopting resolution 2467 (2019) by a vote of 13 in
favor to none against, with 2 abstentions (China,
Russian Federation), during a wide-ranging debate on
the prevention and implications of sexual violence, the

Council reiterated its demand for the complete cessa-
tion of all acts of sexual violence by all parties to armed
conflict. The Council reiterated its deep concern that -
despite its repeated condemnation of violence against
women and children in situations of armed conflict,
including sexual violence - the phenomenon continues
to occur, often with impunity, and in some situations
has become systematic and widespread, or reached
appalling levels of brutality.  —KUNA

Sustainable peace in Syria only possible
if criminals are prosecuted, Kuwait says

Kuwait reiterates UNSC unity against sexual violence in conflict

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the UN
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi speaks during a UN General
Assembly session late Tuesday. —KUNA

Foreign Ministry
following up murdered
citizen’s case in Egypt
KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah
yesterday stressed the min-
istry’s keenness to follow up
the case of Kuwaiti citizen
Khaled Al-Raish, who was
murdered in Egypt. Jarallah
made his remarks to
reporters after a meeting
with the parliamentary for-
eign affairs committee,
which discussed several
regional and international
issues as well. He said that
among the topics discussed
was the ministry’s efforts
regarding Raish’s case, adding that one of his relatives
attended the meeting.

Moreover, the meeting tackled the ministry’s role in fol-
lowing up on states of citizens abroad, he said, “especially
what was raised recently on the circumstances in
Khartoum.” Jarallah described the meeting as “very useful,”
as he listened to views and recommendations of the commit-
tee chair and members on those issues. Last March, Jarallah
announced the intention of Kuwait to send an integrated
security delegation to participate in the ongoing investiga-
tions into the heinous killing of Raish in Cairo, Egypt, in
order to figure out circumstances and details of the incident,
especially relating to the forensic report.  —KUNA

Khaled Al-Jarallah

Six insurance
companies
suspended
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Commerce and
Industry Minister Khaled
Al-Roudhan issued six
decisions to suspend the
licenses of six insurance
companies for three
months or until the viola-
tion is removed, whichever
is earlier. The companies
are: Ain Takaful, Aman
Takaful, Ghazal Takaful,
Dar Al-Salem Takaful,
Kuwait-Qatar Takaful and
Ilaf Takaful. The decisions
stipulated that insurance
policies issued by the said
companies before the suspension remain valid, while
the companies will continue payments and compensa-
tions due on them. Meanwhile, informed sources said
some companies that were threatened to be suspended
by the commerce and industry ministry rectified their
status, while others where on sound grounds.

KD 17 million in dues
The communications ministry said it has collected

KD 17 million in ministry dues. It said most of the debt
was accumulated on active and inactive phones for
years. The ministry said it formed a committee to col-
lect debt due to the ministry, whether from ministry
employees, companies or individuals. It said the com-
mittee worked in coordination with concerned min-
istries such as the Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
Public Authority for Civil Information, Kuwait Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, and Justice Ministry to
obtain subscribers’ data who did not pay their sub-
scription fees. The ministry said debts recorded on dis-
connected lines will remain until they are paid in full,
even if tens of years pass.

Airport projects
Minister of Public Works and State Minister for

Housing Affairs Jenan Bushehri decided to move the
contracts and agreements of airport projects to the
mega projects sector. The decision retained senior
specialist engineer Faisal Al-Ustath as engineer of con-
tracts and agreements of the airport project (Terminal
2). The decision stipulated that all procedures, corre-
spondence and transactions of the said projects should
be directly between the contract engineer and assis-
tant undersecretary for the mega projects sector
Hussam Al-Tahous.

Khaled Al-Roudhan

Govt facilities 
involved in 
environmental 
violations
KUWAIT: The Environment Public Authority (EPA)
revealed that some government facilities and factories
violate environmental laws by polluting the land and
sea. A recent EPA report mentioned that inspection
teams recorded more than 132 environment violations
in the first quarter of 2019 due to the lack of compli-
ance with safety and security conditions, in addition to
pouring oil in the non-designated drains.

The authority’s teams will reportedly send cases of
‘grave violations’ to the public prosecution committed by
the Shuwaikh power and water desalination plant, which
is operated by the Ministry of Electricity and Water, due
to environmental violations and discharging water to the
sea through the rain drainage network, as well as a rise in
chlorine concentration in water leaving the station.

Meanwhile, the report said that violations were also
detected in some Shuaiba and Sulaibiya factories, as 35
violations were recorded against factories that had unli-
censed storage, in addition to not complying with securi-
ty and safety standards. It added that 22 violations were
recorded by industrial areas and commercial stores in
Shuwaikh for linking their waste drainage illegally with
the sewer drainage, as the facilities got rid of various liq-
uid wastes in the sewer network of the ministry of public
works without receiving approvals from concerned

authorities, along with not complying with engineering
and environmental rules required for some activities,
besides allowing smoking in non-smoking areas.

It added that there are 29 violations by restaurant
and cafes in several areas of the country due to non-
completion of necessary licensing procedures from the
authority, having smoking and shisha activities in them,
in addition to not having oil separation strainers.
Nature was not spared from violations too, as environ-
ment teams recorded a contractor in Jaber Al-Ahmad
residential housing project using an artesian well with-
out a license from the concerned authority, in addition
to having a desalination station without approval.

The Touristic Enterprises Company also had a viola-
tion - an encroachment on the sea environment, as one
of its centers cleaned and removed oils that leaked into
the soil and sea, in addition to recording 10 violations
against beachgoers for throwing trash in public places.

There was also a violation against a school and a
contracting company for removing trees and plants
without coordination with concerned authorities, which
is considered as harming vegetation. There were also
several violations for overgrazing in Jahra and Ahmadi,
and violations by more than 10 boats that conducted
fishing activities inside Kuwait Bay.

Other statistics by EPA revealed that it received 275
complaints online divided over 10 items, most impor-
tantly 90 violations for smoking in public places.
Director General of EPA Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmad
said EPA has control over the environmental situation in
the country, and factories that do not comply with envi-
ronmental regulations are being issued citations or sent
to the public prosecution. He said EPA is planning proj-
ects to deal with rainwater drains in Kuwait Bay and
installing temporary stations to deal with pollution in
some residential areas. —Al-Qabas

Injuries as ambulance
involve in accident on
Fahaheel Expressway
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: An ambulance responding to a call collided
with a vehicle on Fahaheel Expressway near Jabriya.
The accident led to the ambulance flipping over, and
left two technicians on board injured. Five injuries
were reported - two paramedics were admitted to the
ICU, while three civilians suffered bruises and are in
stable condition.

Deportation
An interior ministry statement responded to a video

showing two Arabs moving around with air rifles in
Abu Halifa. The statement added that a decision was
made to administratively deport the two for the general
interest.

Nurse attacked
The nursing society strongly condemned the beating of

a nurse at the maternity hospital by a Jordanian man,
adding that it will take all legal action against the attacker.
The society said attacks against nurses must be met by
strict punishments, especially since such acts have been

repeated, and demanded a legislation to protect healthcare
professionals, especially nurses, from such incidents. The
society said the beaten nurse - who is 18 weeks pregnant -
attempted to warn the suspect that non-patients are not
allowed to enter the x-ray area and that his wife is being
taken care of, but he refused to comply and beat the nurse.

KNG Undersecretary
discusses cooperation
with Jordanian official
KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Kuwait National
Guard (KNG) Lt Gen Hashim Al-Rifaie and Inspector
General of the Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army
Ghazi Al-Muqaibel discussed yesterday several
issues of mutual interest. Rifaee conveyed greetings
of KNG Chief His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-
Sabah, as well as KNG Deputy Sheikh Mishaal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, to the visiting delegation,
KNG said in a statement. Rifaie stressed importance
of this visit to cement academic and military cooper-
ation between the two sides, the statement noted.
This is also part of KNG’s strategic 2020 plan that
includes ambitious goals to upgrade the role of KNG
and enhance its efficiency as well as keep up with
best military institutions of both brotherly and
friendly countries, Refaie pointed out, according to
the statement.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: The ambulance is seen after the accident. The ambulance pictured shortly after the accident took place.


