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Kuwait SC bag 14th Amir Cup 
KUWAIT: Kuwait SC defeated Al-Qadsiya 2-0 yester-
day in the final showdown of the 57th version of His
Highness the Amir Football Cup, thus securing their
14th trophy.

Fahad Al-Hajeri scored both goals as early as at min-
utes 5 and 25. His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the sponsor of the competi-

tion, attended the game which was held at Jaber Al-
Ahmad International Stadium.

Following the match, His Highness the Amir presented
the cup to captain of Kuwait SC team Hussein Hakim,
the first place medals to the winners and the second
place medals to Al-Qadsiya players. Khaitan and Burgan
players co-chaired the third place medals. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The victorious Kuwait Sports Club holding HH the Amir trophy after beating Al-Qadsiya in the finals yesterday. — KUNA

Bucks sweep 
Pistons to advance
LOS ANGELES: The Milwaukee Bucks wiped away 18
years of frustration on Monday by beating the Detroit
Pistons 127-104 to complete a four-game sweep of their
first round Eastern Conference playoff series.

Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 41 points as the Bucks
reached the second round of the postseason for the first
time since the 2000-01 season when they made it all the
way to the NBA semi-finals. Top-seeded Milwaukee
cruised through the first three games and after a slow
start in game four, they took control late and won by a
comfortable 23 points.

“I think it’s important that we take a second tonight.
Enjoy it,” Bucks coach Mike Budenholzer said. “It’s a
good night for Milwaukee. It’s a good night for the
Bucks.” Breaking their streak of eight straight playoff
exits so quickly means Milwaukee has more time to pre-
pare for their next opponent-the Boston Celtics, who are
coming off a sweep of Indiana. 

The Bucks matched their regular season dominance
over the Pistons, winning all four games. They had met in
the postseason four times with the Pistons winning them
all. Antetokounmpo had a quiet night in game three with
just 14 points but he had all his weapons at his disposal in
the close-out game.

“I remember our first playoff series (in 2015),”
Antetokounmpo said. “Chicago, the last game, game six,
they beat us by 50 or something insane. But where we
were and where we are right now, it’s been an unbeliev-
able journey.” Milwaukee finished the third quarter with a

17-3 run, taking a 10-point lead into the fourth after the
Pistons had led much of the way.  The Blake Griffin-led
Pistons set an NBA record with their 14th consecutive
playoff loss, a losing skid that began in 2008.

Milwaukee was also the second team in playoff history
to sweep their first round series by at least 15 points in
each game, joining the 1980 Celtics. Last year, the Bucks
lost to the Celtics in a seven-game series. This year’s sec-
ond round series will have some new faces. Milwaukee
has Brook Lopez as a starter and added veterans George
Hill and Nikola Mirotic. Gordon Hayward and Kyrie
Irving were out with injuries for the Celtics last year.  

Elsewhere, Donovan Mitchell scored 19 of his 31
points in the fourth quarter as the Utah Jazz staved off
elimination in game four with a 107-91 victory over the
Houston Rockets. “It’s not over,” Mitchell said. “We have
another one, and another one, and another one.”

Jae Crowder added 23 points, Ricky Rubio tallied 18
points and 11 assists and Derrick Favors finished with 12
points and 11 rebounds for Utah, who trail three games to
one. Utah outscored Houston 31-12 in the fourth quarter
to set up game five today.

Mitchell said they now realize what they have been
doing wrong and what it is going to take to win the
series. “We all been struggling with our shots all series,”
said Mitchell. “We didn’t play hard at the beginning. The
last two games we played harder. 

“There is no way we were going to go out like that.
We figured out what we have to do. The best thing for us
is to continue to play team basketball.” James Harden
scored 30 points to lead Houston. Chris Paul added 23
points, eight rebounds and seven assists. Eric Gordon tal-
lied 16 points.  The Rockets shot a dismal 17 of 46 from
three-point range. — AFP 

Title, top four and 
pride at stake in 
Manchester derby
MANCHESTER: Even by the rarified atmosphere
of Manchester derbies, there will seldom have been
so much on the line for both sides of the city when
Manchester United host Manchester City today. For
City, the Premier League title is at stake with Pep
Guardiola’s men needing to win their remaining four
matches to be sure of becoming the first side since
United a decade ago to retain the title.

Those days of dominance are long gone for the
Red Devils with just a place in the top four and
Champions League qualification their target.
However, United also have to restore some sense of
pride after a 4-0 thrashing at Everton on Sunday. 

Defeat at Goodison Park was United’s sixth in
eighth games, a run that has seen them crash out of
the Champions League and FA Cup, as well as slip
back down to sixth in the Premier League. But with
Tottenham, Arsenal and Chelsea also faltering, they
remain just three points off the top four.

The momentum and feel good factor built up by
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s first few months in charge
has gone. Now the Norwegian, only hired on a per-
manent basis last month, has to show he has the
ability to arrest the slump even before a major
restructure of his squad takes place in the summer. 

Solskjaer questioned the work rate and desire of
some of his players on Sunday, making it clear that
big changes are needed. However, he is clinging to
the hope that those he currently has to call on will
be shocked into a short-term response.

“Against City at Old Trafford today, that’s the
biggest incentive we can have,” said Solskjaer after

the Everton embarrassment. “Old Trafford at home, in
front of our fantastic fans, they were unbelievable
again and they never ever moaned at our players,
which they could have, but they’ve been supportive
and I’m sure they will be tonight.” Yet, there is a
dilemma even for United fans keen to halt City’s rise.
Should City fail to win at Old Trafford, Liverpool-his-
torically United’s fiercest rivals-will be just three
games away from a first league title in 29 years.

Liverpool have already set their highest ever
points tally in the Premier League era of 88 to
lead City by two points. However, Guardiola’s men
have a game in hand and should they move top
once more with a win today, would just need to
see off Burnley, Leicester and Brighton to guaran-
tee the title. 

“With this Liverpool side, our side we know if
we lose what happens,” warned Guardiola. City’s
quest for a quadruple of trophies fell short by the
finest of margins as they lost on away goals to
Tottenham in the quarter-finals of the Champions
League last week.

However, they can still claim an unprecedented
domestic treble by winning the league and FA Cup
over the next month to go with their League Cup
win in February. “I love my team being there,”
added Guardiola.

“I am not going to criticise them because we are
out (of the Champions League). I see every day
what we have done over the past two seasons, they
show me character every three days. “I have good
players, but they have to do it. And when people
expect them to do it, it’s harder to do it. That’s why
we push them but they respond really well. I love
my team.”

City gained a small measure of revenge on
Spurs with a 1-0 league win on Saturday, but
victory came at a cost with Kevin de Bruyne
unlikely to play again this season due to a ham-
string injury. — AFP


