
Wednesday, April 24, 2019S p o r t s

Harper tossed as New York Mets 
beat Philadelphia Phillies 5-1
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Arenado notches hit number 1,000 as Rockies beat Nationals
NEW YORK: Jeff McNeil had two hits, including a solo
home run, to lift the host New York Mets past the
Philadelphia Phillies 5-1 on Monday in a game that saw
Phillies right fielder Bryce Harper get ejected while
arguing from the dugout. Mets starter Steven Matz (2-
1) was effective, allowing three hits and one run in six
innings. He struck out six and walked two. It was a
completely different outcome from his last start against
the Phillies in which he faced eight batters and failed to
record an out on April 16. Rhys Hoskins ripped a solo
homer for the Phillies. Cesar Hernandez had
Philadelphia’s only other two hits in the game, as the
Phillies failed to support starter Jake Arrieta (3-2). The
right-hander threw six-plus innings and gave up seven
hits and four runs (three earned). He fanned seven and
walked one. In a bizarre circumstance, Harper was
tossed with two outs in the fourth. After a questionable
called strike to Hernandez, plate umpire Mark Carlson
motioned to the dugout and ejected Harper for arguing
balls and strikes. Harper had reached base in all of his
previous 21 games with the Phillies before going 0-for-
2 with two strikeouts and being ejected.

YANKEES 4, ANGELS 3 (14 INNINGS)
Gio Urshela’s two-out RBI single in the top of the

14th inning lifted New York to a win over Los Angeles
in Anaheim, Calif. Angels reliever Luke Bard actually
struck out the first three batters of the inning, but the
first-Gleyber Torres-reached when strike three was in
the dirt and got away from catcher Jonathan Lucroy.
Lucroy retrieved the ball in time to get Torres at first,
but his throw sailed over first baseman Albert Pujols’
head for an error. Torres moved to second on a wild
pitch and scored on Urshela’s single. Bard (0-1) then
struck out Kyle Higashioka to end the inning, his fourth
strikeout of the inning. Jonathan Holder (1-0) pitched
two scoreless innings to get the win.

A’S 6, RANGERS 1
Stephen Piscotty drove in three runs with a home

run, a single and a sacrifice fly, and Chris Bassitt threw
five shutout innings in his season debut as host Oakland
eased past Texas. Bassitt (1-0), injured when hit in the
knee by a line drive in an exhibition game in Japan, was
brilliant in his first appearance this season, shutting out
the Rangers on two hits over five innings. He walked
four and struck out seven. Texas starter Mike Minor (2-
2) went six innings, giving up four runs and four hits. He
walked three and struck out four. Bassitt was pulled
after 92 pitches, handing the ball off to A’s relievers
Ryan Dull, J.B. Wendelken, Joakim Soria and Fernando
Rodney, who combined to limit Texas to one run and
four hits over the last four innings.

ROCKIES 7, NATIONALS 5
Nolan Arenado homered and finished with three

hits-including the 1,000th of his career-while Mark
Reynolds and Raimel Tapia also went deep to lead
Colorado past Washington in Denver. Trevor Story had
two hits and Seunghwan Oh (1-0) pitched an inning of
relief for the victory. Colorado has won seven of its past
eight following an eight-game losing streak. Wade
Davis pitched the ninth inning for his second save.
Arenado’s milestone hit came leading off the seventh
inning, when he hit his fourth home run of the season
off reliever Wander Suero (1-2) to make it 6-5. Brian
Dozier homered, and Howie Kendrick drove in two for
the Nationals.

CARDINALS 13, BREWERS 5
Dexter Fowler matched his career high with four hits,

drove in four runs and scored three to help St. Louis
throttle visiting Milwaukee in the opener of the three-
game series. Paul Goldschmidt had three hits and three
RBIs, and Jose Martinez, Paul DeJong and Matt
Carpenter contributed two hits each for St. Louis, which
blew the game open with seven runs in the seventh
inning. Cardinals right-hander Jack Flaherty (2-1) made
his third start of the season against the Brewers and
delivered his longest outing, going six innings and giving
up four runs and three hits, all homers. He struck out a
season-high 10 and walked one. Milwaukee’s Adrian
Houser (0-1), making his first major league start, went
four-plus innings and gave up five runs on nine hits.

TWINS 9, ASTROS 5
Jorge Polanco recorded his second four-hit game of

the season, and he belted a two-run, two-out homer in
the eighth inning to carry Minnesota to victory in the
opener of a three-game series in Houston. The Twins,
winners of five of their past six, scored two in the first
and another run in the second-Jason Castro’s first home
run of the season leading off the frame-off Brad
Peacock (2-1). Minnesota’s Jake Odorizzi (2-2) limited
the Astros to two runs on eight hits over 5 2/3 innings,
striking out two without walking a batter. Houston
trailed 7-1 before getting a solo homer from Michael
Brantley in the sixth inning and a three-run blast from
Carlos Correa in the seventh, but like Sunday night
(when Houston rallied from a nine-run deficit and
loaded the bases with two outs in the ninth inning
before falling 11-10), the Astros couldn’t complete the
comeback.

RAYS 6, ROYALS 3
Tampa Bay hit for the cycle in the bottom of the

seventh, scoring three runs to emerge with a win over
visiting Kansas City. Mike Zunino hit a 425-foot, two-
run home run to dead center for the key hit in the
inning. Wilmer Font (1-0) recorded the final out of the
seventh and picked up the victory for the Rays, who
snapped a four-game losing streak. Emilio Pagan
pitched the ninth to record up his first major league
save. Brad Keller (2-2) took the loss for the Royals,
who dropped their fourth in a row. He had not surren-
dered more than three earned runs in any of his first
five starts, but he gave up five runs on seven hits in 6
1/3 innings.

DIAMONDBACKS 12, PIRATES 4
David Peralta smacked a three-run triple and

Christian Walker added a two-run homer during a sev-
en-run seventh inning as Arizona clobbered host
Pittsburgh. Pirates starter Joe Musgrove, who had
allowed two earned runs this season, was charged with
three runs and five hits in six-plus innings. He struck
out five and walked two. Kyle Crick (0-1) took the loss
after giving up four runs in two-thirds of an inning.

Eduardo Escobar homered and drove in three runs,
and John Ryan Murphy added three hits for Arizona,
which has won six of its past eight games.
Diamondbacks starter Zack Godley gave up four runs
and seven hits in four innings, but Matt Andriese (3-1)
got the win with two scoreless innings of relief.

WHITE SOX 12, ORIOLES 2
Jose Abreu hit his 150th career home run and drove

in five runs while James McCann hit a homer and had
four RBIs as Chicago scored a season high in runs to
win at Baltimore. Orioles starter David Hess (1-4) kept
the White Sox quiet in the first four innings, but
homers have troubled him this season, and it happened
again in this game. With the game scoreless, Tim
Anderson started the fifth with a double and Nicky
Delmonico walked. McCann then crushed a three-run
shot to left-center-the eighth surrendered by Hess.
Manny Banuelos made his first start this season for
Chicago-his first major league start since September
2015 — and scattered five hits in four shutout innings.
Jace Fry (1-0) got the victory in relief. — Reuters

NEW YORK: Steven Matz #32 of the New York Mets pitches against the Philadelphia Phillies during their game at
Citi Field in New York City. —AFP

LONDON: Gerhard Berger has always rated former team
mate Ayrton Senna in a league of his own but he says
Lewis Hamilton now ranks alongside the late Brazilian
Formula One champion in his estimation.

Speaking ahead of the 25th anniversary of Senna’s
death at Imola on May 1, Berger told reporters his friend
still led as a personality and the legend that surrounds
him. In purely sporting terms, however, the similarities
were clear.

“Everybody asks me ‘How do you see this driver
against Ayrton?’ and I always, in all the years, say ‘I don’t
see anybody near to Ayrton’,” explained the Austrian,
who partnered Senna at McLaren from 1990-92. “But
Lewis is (now) the first driver I put on the same level as
Ayrton.” Berger, who won 10 races for Benetton,
McLaren and Ferrari between 1986 and 1997 and now
runs the DTM (German Touring Car) series, said statistics
were only one way of measuring greatness. “I go more by
feeling and watching, and for me-and there were great
champions like Nelson (Piquet), like Niki (Lauda), like
(Alain) Prost, like Michael (Schumacher) - there has
always been one above: Ayrton,” he said.

“And now Lewis I see in the same league.” Hamilton
has five championships, one with McLaren in 2008 and
four with Mercedes in the last five seasons. He is leading
the championship into this weekend’s Azerbaijan Grand
Prix. The 34-year-old Briton holds several records,
including most pole positions (84), and his 75 wins are
second only to seven times champion Schumacher’s
career haul of 91. Senna won three championships with
McLaren and held the record for poles (65) before
Hamilton. The Brazilian won 41 races and would surely
have gone on to many more had he not died at the age of
34. “The comparison? I see still Ayrton winning the game
because in the end Ayrton was such a charming guy and
a personality. And obviously if someone loses his life and
stays with us in the way of a legend, it’s always something
special,” said Berger.

“But I try to see it from a performance point and from
a performance point, Lewis is going from one pole posi-
tion to the next one and Lewis is going from one race win
to the next one. Just like Ayrton did.”

Berger said Hamilton was “outstandingly fast”, made
fewer mistakes than rivals and knew when to be patient.
“It looks like he’s just running the game in such a good
way that he’s unbeatable at the moment,” said the
Austrian. “Yes he’s in the best car and best engine, but he
also is the best. By far the best man at the moment.”

He said Hamilton had a good chance of breaking
Schumacher’s records. “I would like to protect Michael’s
success because such a tragedy, it’s so sad to see these
things,” Berger added, referring to the 2013 ski accident
that left the German with severe head injuries.

“But when you put this all out (aside) for a moment,
then Lewis Hamilton is a very special driver in all the time
I watched and have been in Formula One.”  — Reuters

Berger says Hamilton 
is now on a par with 
ex-team mate Senna

KUWAIT: The 7th Turkish Airlines World
Golf Cup came to Kuwait on 21st April
2019 and is the world’s biggest corporate
golf tournament. The airline prides itself on
the quality of its products and services,
from the freshest seasonal ingredients used
in onboard catering to the Stopover
Service in Istanbul and bonuses like free
transport of sports equipment including
golf clubs.

Now in its seventh year, the Turkish
Airlines World Golf Cup continues to deliv-
er the highest quality as players, all invited
by the airline, will once again play at some
of the finest courses in the world. 

The event at Sahara Golf Club was one
of 103 tournaments in this year’s record-
breaking Turkish Airlines World Golf Cup -
with the victors competing in the Grand
Finals in Turkey later this year.

From a global total of 103, those that
win will go through to the Grand Finals and
have the chance to play in the Turkish
Airlines Open pro-am where previously
winners have teed it up alongside the likes
of Tiger Woods and Rory McIlroy.

Aryan Vedant won the competition with
43 points but is too young to advance to

the Grand Finals. Sang Hong Park was run-
ner-up, going on to represent Kuwait in the
Grand Finals. Sheik Khaleh was third. 

The Nearest the Pin competition was
won by Deepak Malhotra for the men and
M. O. Cha for the women. Ahmed Al Bader
won the lowest gross score with 72. 

“We warmly thank all of our guests who
made the Turkish Airlines World Golf Cup
here in Kuwait a huge success,” said
Mohammed Baltu, General Manager for
Turkish Airlines Kuwait. “Once again, it
was a thrilling tournament in the TAWGC
series, congratulations to our finalist, Sang
Hong Park. We wish him the best of luck in
Turkey.” All Turkish Airlines World Golf
Cup finalists will fly to Turkey in the luxury
of Turkish Airlines’ Business Class. Events
such as the Turkish Airlines Open and
TAWGC have made Turkish Airlines’ sup-
port essential to Antalya being recognized
as an international premium destination for
golfers with outstanding facilities.

Turkish Airlines continues its unparal-
leled and ambitious growth throughout its
network of 306 destinations in 124 coun-
tries, with a 10 per cent increase in passen-
ger numbers, from 68 million in 2017 to 75

million in 2018, the best year on record.
The newly-opened Istanbul Airport hub
will facilitate the growth of Turkey’s avia-
tion sector as global aviation shifts east-
wards, with Istanbul at the centre. The
megaproject will be launched in four phas-
es with the final phase set to be complete

in 2028 including six runways, four termi-
nals and 233 aircraft parking positions,
with the capacity to serve up to 200 mil-
lion passengers a year with 500+ check in
desks and 225,000 employees. The Turkish
Airlines World Golf Cup is supported by
National Car Rental. 

Seventh Turkish Airlines World Golf Cup

TOKYO: Japan need to find a replacement for competing
in Super Rugby following Sunwolves’ expulsion if they are
to become a major rugby power, former coach Eddie Jones
has said. The Sunwolves, Japan’s representatives in Super
Rugby, have been by the competition’s governing body
SANZAAR in March that they would be removed from the
competition from 2020.

Jones, who now coaches England, lamented the deci-
sion and said the Japan Rugby Football Union should start
looking for alternative competitions. “If Japan wants to be
a top 10 country in the world, which they do, they need
their players to be prepared,” Jones told Kyodo news

agency yesterday. “The purpose of the Sunwolves was to
give opportunities for young Japanese players to prepare
for test rugby,” said Jones. “What Japan was missing was
that opportunity for younger players to go from a good
domestic Top League into a higher level of competition
without being exposed to test level, and the Sunwolves
provided that opportunity. “It hasn’t worked out for them
and I think it is a massive opportunity missed.”

Japan, who host the 2019 World Cup beginning on
Sept. 20, have made huge strides since their famous victo-
ry over South Africa at the 2015 Rugby World Cup under
Jones. They have recorded comfortable wins over Italy

(2018) and Tonga (2017), and managed a draw with France
in Paris (2017). The Brave Blossoms also pushed Jones’
England when the two sides met at Twickenham in
November before the home side prevailed 35-15.

Jones believes much of this improvement is down to
competing in Super Rugby. “Absolutely, 100 percent,” said
Jones. “They were physically in a different condition
because they have to and they believe they can win now,
which is massively different from the side I first inherited.”

The Sunwolves currently sit bottom of Super Rugby’s
Australian Conference with two wins from nine matches
played.  — Reuters

Japan needs Sunwolves replacement to compete globally: Jones


