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Robert Downey Jr, Chris Hemsworth and other mem-
bers of the Avengers superhero team on Monday
celebrated the final chapter in a 22-movie saga that

ranks as the movie industry’s highest-grossing franchise
of all time. At a lavish premiere in Los Angeles, hundreds
of industry VIPs, cast members, fans and media watched
the first showing of “Avengers: Endgame,” the three-
hour action spectacle that has been held tightly under
wraps. The movie begins rolling out in theaters around
the world today.

Downey Jr (Iron Man), Hemsworth (Thor), Scarlett
Johansson (Black Widow), Chris Evans (Captain America)
and others walked a purple carpet underneath a giant,
spinning Avengers logo set up inside the Los Angeles
Convention Center. A cavernous exhibit hall was turned
into a movie theater with a large screen and stadium-style
seating. “I’m excited that I’m finally going to get to see the
movie,” said Paul Rudd, who plays Ant-Man and, like other
cast members, had not seen the finished film due to
Marvel’s secrecy around the project.

Rudd said he had been traveling the world to promote
the movie and “trying to talk about it the best we can,
and to do all of that without having seen the film is a
strange experience. So now, to finally see the movie is
great.” Other A-list stars packed the premiere, including
Chris Hemsworth’s brother Liam and his wife Miley
Cyrus, and Matt Damon, who had a cameo in 2017 film
“Thor: Ragnarok.”

“Endgame” concludes the story of the six original
Avengers in Marvel’s cinematic universe - Iron Man,
Captain America, Black Widow, Hawkeye, Hulk and Thor. It
picks up after last year’s “Avengers: Infinity War” left fans
hanging when many of the Marvel heroes seemed to turn
to dust at the hand of the villain Thanos, played by Josh
Brolin. In “Endgame,” the surviving superheroes plot to kill
Thanos and try to undo his damage. After the screening,
the stars gathered on stage and hugged. Evans told the
crowd that he “cried like six times” while watching the film.
“I cried more than six times, Chris,” Hemsworth said.

Mark Ruffalo, who plays the Hulk, said working on the
films had been “the trip of a lifetime”. The 21 previous
movies from the Walt Disney Co-owned Marvel studio are
the highest-grossing franchise in film history, generating
more than $18.6 billion at global box offices since 2007.

“Endgame” may set an opening weekend record in the
domestic market, according to box office analysts. “Infinity
War” holds the current record of $257.7 million over its
first three days in the United States and Canada. Initial
reactions to “Endgame” were positive. Erik Davis, manag-
ing editor at Fandango, called the movie a “masterful epic.”
“If Infinity War is the brawn, Endgame is the brains. And
wow, what an ending!” Davis wrote on Twitter. While
“Endgame” wraps up the “Avengers” story, many Marvel
characters will live on in future movies. Spider-Man, for
example, returns to the big screen in July in “Spider-Man:
Far from Home.” A “Black Panther” sequel is also in the
works. “There will be new beginnings,” said Marvel
Studios President Kevin Feige. “There will be new stories.
There will be new ways of doing it, but for now the focus
is on the endgame.” — Reuters
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World premiere of Marvel Studios’ ‘Avengers:
Endgame’ at the Los Angeles Convention
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Chris Hemsworth attends the world premiere of Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures “Avengers:
Endgame”.— AFP photos
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Paltrow
jokes she’s
the ‘grandma’ 
of MCU 

Gwyneth Paltrow feels l ike “the
grandma” of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe.  The 46-year-old actress

- who has played the girlfriend of Iron
Man (Robert Downey Jr), Pepper Potts, in
the movie series since the first ‘Iron Man’
movie back in 2008 - joked that she and
her co-star 54-year-old co-star are the
“grandparents” of the franchise and
insisted she had “no idea” the MCU
would go on for as long as it  has.
Speaking to ‘Entertainment Tonight’ at
the ‘Avengers: Endgame’ world premiere
in Los Angeles on Monday she said: “It’s
pretty cool, you know?

“I think when we did [the first] ‘Iron
Man’, Marvel had no idea what it would be,
and this level of success it would have, and
all the other movies that would come out of
it, so it’s pretty cool. “I mean yeah, we kind
of feel like the parents or grandparents at
this point, but it’s pretty awesome.”

‘Avengers: Endgame’ is set to wrap up
phase three of the MCU and see an end
to 21 films and 11 franchises taking place
over the course of a decade and Gwyneth
explained that although she would

“always” be willing to return to the MCU
- she feels she’s “off to other Marvel pas-
tures” adding that “they don’t tell me
anything”.  She quipped: “I thought we
were done? Look I would always [come
back] if they needed me, but I think, you
know, the movie is called Endgame.  “I
feel like maybe we’re off to other Marvel
pastures, I don’t really know, they don’t
tell me anything. And all the scripts are
redacted and everything, so it’s a very
secret process.” — Bang Showbiz

US actress Gwyneth Paltrow

Mark Ruffalo got a “dummy
script” for ‘Avengers:
Endgame’.  The 51-year-

old actor - who plays Bruce
Banner and his alter-ego The Hulk
in the Marvel Cinematic Universe
films - admitted that in order to
avoid spoilers, directors Joe and
Anthony Russo gave him a script
with fake scenes in it so he didn’t
accidentally let any details of the
highly-anticipated film slip.
Speaking to Entertainment Tonight
at the ‘Avengers: Endgame’ world
premiere in Los Angeles on
Monday  he said: “I got a script,
but it was a dummy. There were
scenes in there that I thought we
were shooting that nobody ever
shot.” Mark went on to insist that
he’s been “dying” to see the film -
which will wrap up phase three of
the MCU and see an end to 21 films
and 11 franchises taking place over
the course of a decade - because
he held off seeing previews
because he wanted to “experience”
the screening in a full cinema. 

“I’ve been dying to see it. We
had a chance to see it yesterday,
but I held off because I want to
see it with an audience, I want to
be in that experience with you

guys. Yeah, that’s when it really
means something.” Anthony, 49,
insisted that he and his brother
Joe feel they’re doing the cast a
“favor” with the fake scripts by
making it easier to keep secrets.
He explained:  “It ’s  l ike doing
them a favor, because it’s hard to
keep secrets, it’s hard to keep
your mouth closed.  “We spend
all day, every day, doing this for
like, the past couple years. So it’s
hard not to talk about what you
spend all your time doing. It’s a
little bit of a mercy we give them
by not  giving them too much
information.”— Bang Showbiz

Ruffalo got ‘dummy script’
for Avengers: Endgame 

Kevin Feige says he “got chills”
when the Avengers assembled
for the first time.  ‘Avengers:

Endgame’ is released Thursday and
will wrap up 21 films and 11 fran-
chises taking place over a decade,
and will complete phase three of the
Marvel Cinematic Universe.  The
Marvel Studios President explained
that he knew the franchise would be
a success while making 2012’s ‘The
Avengers’ - when the movies
heroes were brought together for
the first time - and praised the film’s
director Joss Whedon for “pulling it
off” and creating an “iconic
moment” in cinema. 

Speaking in a video for Rotten
Tomatoes, he said: “That shot, the
shot of all the Avengers assembling

for the first time, was so much spec-
tacle, so many visual effects  “It was
filmed in an open air warehouse in
New Mexico, not in New York.
There was nothing but green
screen behind them.  “Hulk wasn’t
in the shot. Iron Man wasn’t in the
shot because they were CG and
put in later, but it looked pretty
cool and Joss had a great vision
for it. “Cut too many months later,
the visual effects are coming
together, it’s starting to look cool,
Iron Man’s now landing, Hulk’s
there. “ But the moment when I
realized that this could be an icon-
ic moment not just for the MCU,
but for these kinds of films, was on
the mix stage. — Bang Showbiz
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