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Celtics sweep Pacers out of playoffs
LOS ANGELES: The Boston Celtics swept their way past
Indiana, while the Golden State and Toronto registered
road victories over Orlando and the Los Angeles Clippers
to take commanding leads in their first round playoff series
on Sunday.

Gordon Hayward scored a team-high 20 points as the
Celtics defeated Indiana 110-106 on Sunday to complete a
first-round NBA playoff sweep of the host Pacers. Kevin
Durant and Klay Thompson steered the Warriors to victo-
ry over the Clippers 113-105, and Kawhi Leonard put on a
show as the Raptors routed Orlando 107-85,  putting divi-
sion winners Golden State and Toronto up 3-1 in their
series and on the brink of advancing to the next round.

Here’s the deal for the Magic and the Clippers. There
have been 11 teams to successfully rally from a 3-1 series
deficit in a best-of-seven series, and of those, only three
pulled it off by winning a game seven on the road which is

what they would have to do.
The Celtics captured their first best-of-seven series

sweep since 2011 and advanced to a second-round
matchup with either the Milwaukee Bucks or Detroit
Pistons. “Any time you 4-0 a team, you feel great,”
Hayward said. “We’re going to heal up a little bit and be
ready for the next round.”

The Bucks, who had the NBA’s best regular-season
record, own a 3-0 series edge on Detroit and can com-
plete a sweep of their own. Hayward came off the Boston
bench to lead seven double-figure scorers, hitting 7-of-9
shots from the floor and all three of his 3-point attempts.

Marcus Morris, another reserve star, scored 18 points
and grabbed eight rebounds for the Celtics, who won
despite poor shooting from top stars and 16 turnovers.
Kyrie Irving went 4-of-13 from the floor, 0-of-4 from 3-
point range, and finished with 14 points and seven assists

while Al Horford was 4-of-19 from the floor, 1-of-6 on 3-
pointers, with 14 points and 12 rebounds.

“It was a scrappy series, defensive series, physical
series,” Hayward said. “Proud of our team for fighting. We
fought through it. It was a great team win.” The Celtics led
73-72 entering the fourth quarter but the Pacers had taken
an 82-80 edge when Boston unleashed a critical 15-3 run
to seize command.

Elsewhere, Durant scored 33 points and the Warriors
who held on to beat the Clippers.

“We came in with that mindset to put our foot on the
throttle and not let go,” Thompson said. “We let go in
game two and we won’t do that the rest of the playoffs. I
really believe that.”  After winning both games in Los
Angeles, the Warriors can wrap things up in game five
tomorrow in Oakland. 

Thompson scored 27 of his 32 points in the first half for

the Warriors. Stephen Curry had an off night shooting 3-
for-14, including 1-of-9 from 3-point range, and finishing
with 12 points.  Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored a season-
high 25 points for the Clippers. Danilo Gallinari scored 16
after a scoreless first quarter.

Lou Williams came off the bench to score 12 and Patrick
Beverley also had a dozen and a team-high 10 rebounds in
the loss. The Warriors have led by at least eight points
after the first quarter in every game of the series.

In Orlando, Leonard scored 34 points and the Raptors
beat the Magic. Pascal Siakam and Norman Powell each
scored 16 for the Raptors, who can advance with a home
win in game five today. Aaron Gordon scored 25, Evan
Fournier scored 19 and Nikola Vucevic added 11 for the
Magic, who committed 17 turnovers that became 21
Toronto points. And now the Magic’s season and the
Clippers are squarely on the brink.  —AFP

Warriors and Raptors roll on

INDIANAPOLIS: Al Horford #42 of the Boston Celtics shoots the ball against the Indiana Pacers during Game Four of Round One of the 2019 NBA Playoffs at Bankers Life Fieldhouse in Indianapolis, Indiana. —AFP

Ben Davies sets top 
four target for Spurs
LONDON: Ben Davies has challenged to Tottenham to
win their last four Premier League games as they aim to
get their top four push back on track against Brighton
today. Mauricio Pochettino’s side suffered a setback in
their bid to repeat their league finish for a fifth straight
season when they were beaten 1-0 at Manchester City
at the weekend.

It was a frustrating end to a memorable week that
saw Tottenham reach the Champions League semi-
finals with a dramatic away goals success at City. Aided
by Arsenal’s surprise loss to Crystal Palace on Sunday,
Tottenham remain third, but they will drop to fourth if

Chelsea defeat Burnley.
With the race for qualify for next season’s

Champions League heating up, Tottenham defender
Davies knows his team have no margin for error in their
remaining fixtures. Davies believes only four successive
victories will be enough to secure Tottenham’s place in
Europe’s elite club competition.

“It’s never easy to reflect but look, it’s about kicking
on and trying to win every game between now and the
end of the season,” Davies said. “That’s the target and it
starts against Brighton today.”

Demanding Tottenham display a more predatory
instinct in front of goal after missing a host of chances
in the City defeat, Davies said: “It’s always hard to see
any positives straight after a defeat. 

“We certainly created the chances but unfortunately
we didn’t take them this time.  “That’s the difference

between this game and Wednesday night, we were a bit
more clinical.” Brighton are desperate for points as they
battle to avoid relegation, but Davies hopes the feelgo-
od factor from Tottenham’s new stadium will continue
to provide a welcome lift.

Pochettino’s men have won all three of their matches
at the $1 billion arena, scoring seven goals and conced-
ing none. 

“It will be tough, they are fighting for everything and
they will go the full 90 minutes to try to get something
out of the game. We have to be ready,” Davies said.
“We’ve played well at the new stadium so far and we
need to keep that momentum going for the rest of the
season.”

Brighton are just one place and three points above
the relegation zone after Saturday’s 0-0 draw at
Wolves. Chris Hughton’s side haven’t won in their last

six matches in all competitions.
But Seagulls keeper Mat Ryan is adamant they can

still hold off Cardiff in the battle to avoid crashing into
the Championship. “The point means a lot in the con-
text of things, it almost feels like we’ve won the game,”
Ryan said after the Wolves fixture.

“With our superior goal difference, it could prove to
be big come the end of the season - any points are vital
at this stage of the campaign.

“Given our recent run it feels good to come here and
give a reaction, and the clean sheet is testament to the
effort of everyone. “Every game is a final now and we
have to leave everything out on the pitch every time we
go out there.

“Recently we felt like we haven’t been wanting a
result as much as our opponents, and that was frustrat-
ing because it’s what we based ourselves on.”  —AFP


