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Paceman Hassan surprise pick in 
Afghanistan World Cup squad

Sacked captain Afghan finds place in squad
MUMBAI: Afghanistan named fast bowler Hamid
Hassan, who last played for the side in July 2016, in
their 15-man squad for the Cricket World Cup yester-
day. Hassan, 31, has played 32 one-day internationals
for the war-torn nation and was also part of
Afghanistan’s maiden appearance at the 50-over
World Cup in Australia and New Zealand four years
back. “Luckily for us, the comeback of senior fast
bowler Hamid Hassan is a good news,” Afghanistan
chief selector Dawlat Ahmadzai said in a statement.
“However, we will take into account his form and fit-
ness during upcoming practice matches.”

Earlier this month, Afghanistan replaced long-serv-
ing ODI captain Asghar Afghan with Gulbadin Naib as
part of wholesale changes to the team’s leadership
structure across formats.

While several senior players questioned the timing
of the leadership changes before the May 30-July 14
World Cup, Afghan kept his place in the squad.

The spinners are the biggest strength of
Afghanistan, touted as the ‘dark horse’, and they
named three specialist world class slow bowlers in
Rashid Khan, Mohammad Nabi and Mujeeb Ur
Rahman. Rashid, 20, is the top-ranked bowler in the

shortest Twenty20 format and third in the list of
bowlers for the 50-over format. “It has been a six-
month preparation process for the ICC Cricket World
Cup,” Ahmadzai said. “The mission is to play inspira-
tional cricket in the tournament; I know there are
strong teams but we will do our level best to achieve
our goals.

“As chief selector, it is my duty to select a competi-
tive team. However, there were some challenges that
we needed to handle. We selected the best squad con-
sidering factors such as experience, fitness, team bal-
ance, current form and conditions.

“We hope to play great cricket without any fear and
with a fighting spirit in the tournament.”
Wicketkeeper-batsman Ikram Ali Khil and the pace
duo of Karim Janat and Sayed Shirzad were named
reserve players for the team, who begin their campaign
against Australia on June 1.

Squad: Gulbadin Naib (captain), Mohammad
Shahzad (wicketkeeper), Noor Ali Zadran, Hazratullah
Zazai, Rahmat Shah, Asghar Afghan, Hashmatullah
Shahidi, Najibullah Zadran, Samiullah Shinwari,
Mohammad Nabi, Rashid Khan, Dawlat Zadran, Aftab
Alam, Hamid Hassan, Mujeeb Ur Rahman.  — Reuters

File photo shows Afghanistan team members pose with the trophy after beating Ireland in a Test match.

MUMBAI: Kuldeep Yadav is expected to lead India’s
slow-bowling attack in the World Cup but his poor
form in the ongoing Indian Premier League (IPL)
could become a headache for Virat Kohli’s men with
just over a month left before the 50-over tournament.

The left-arm wristspinner sits at seventh in the
bowlers’ rankings in one-day internationals, one spot
ahead of spin-bowling colleague Yuzvendra Chahal.
The duo have emerged as India’s frontline spinners
and named in the 15-man World Cup squad alongside
left-arm spinner Ravindra Jadeja.

The wily 24-year-old has 87 wickets from 44 ODIs
at an enviable average of less than 22. He took 12
wickets in the 2017 edition of the IPL and five more
last year but has endured nightmare this season.
Kuldeep has taken four wickets in nine matches at an
economy rate of 8.66 while bowling 33 overs for the
Kolkata Knight Riders, who have lost five matches on
the trot and are placed sixth in the eight-team league.

He was dropped for Sunday’s outing against
Sunrisers Hyderbad after the mauling he received
against Royal Challengers Bangalore on Friday during
which he took 1-59 in his four overs. “Definitely a
form issue, he didn’t stand up for us in the previous
game. That’s why we had to give him a break and get
him back fresh,” KKR captain Dinesh Karthik said
after his team’s loss on Sunday.

“Kuldeep’s not been bowling as well as he would
have liked, as we would have liked as well. That’s why
we gave him a break, that’s the only reason that we
haven’t played him this game.” Despite the difference
in formats, the IPL is the only competitive cricket left
before the World Cup-bound Indians leave for
England.

Kuldeep has always looked to be attacking, tempt-
ing batsmen with his flighted deliveries and in the
process conceding some extra runs, but the assault
by England all-rounder Moeen Ali on Friday left him
broken.

The left-handed Moeen smashed Kuldeep for
three sixes and two fours in a 27-run over before
falling on the last delivery, leaving the bowler teary-
eyed and dejected on the field. Bangalore and India
captain Kohli was at the other end witnessing
Kuldeep’s misery and would hope his ace spinner will
regain both his guile and confidence before India
begin their quest for their third World Cup title with a
match against South Africa on June 5. — Reuters

Kuldeep’s loss of 
form worrying for 
India before WCup

LAHORE: Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed said yester-
day that being underdogs in next month’s World Cup
eases the pressure on his young team, who leave for the
tournament this week. Pakistan will play three warm-up
matches before taking on joint-hosts England in a five-
match one-day series and a Twenty20.

The 1992 World Cup winners start their campaign
against the West Indies in Nottingham on May 31.
Sarfraz he would prefer his side to go into the tourna-
ment under the radar. “Look, when we go as favourites,
then it’s a problem, but if we go as underdogs then oth-
er teams feel the danger, so I think being underdogs is
good for us and eases the pressure,” Sarfraz told a
press conference in Lahore before they depart for
England and Wales tomorrow.

Sarfraz, 31, was among five key players rested for the
whitewash ODI series defeat by Australia last month to
freshen up the squad before the competition.  He was
handed a four-match suspension in January by the
International Cricket Council after he made a racist
comment about South Africa’s Andile Phehlukwayo
during an ODI.

All ten teams will play each other in the tournament
starting on May 30 with England taking on South
Africa in the opening fixture. The top four teams will
qualify for the semi-finals. The high-voltage clash
between arch-rivals Pakistan and India scheduled for
Manchester on June 16 promises to be one of the most
tense of the tournament.

Pakistan and India, who both possess nuclear
weapons, came to the brink of all-out war recently after
fresh sparring over the disputed region of Kashmir,
adding to the intensity of the match.

But Sarfraz played down the hype, saying all games
are important. “For us all nine matches are important so
we will take every match as a match against India,” he

said of Pakistan’s bitter rivals-who have won all six of
their previous World Cup clashes.

But Pakistan took the Champions Trophy against
India in 2017 with a stunning 180-run victory in the
final. “We have beaten India in a bigger event recently
so we will have that advantage,” said Sarfraz.

He said the theme of Pakistan’s World Cup mission is
“we have, we will”, citing the team’s previous glories.
Along with the Champions Trophy two years ago,
Pakistan won the 1992 World Cup and the 2009 World
Twenty20. “I think these are exciting times for Pakistan
cricket and for the team,” said Mickey Arthur, who took

over as head coach in May 2016. “We leave on a jour-
ney for which we have worked really hard,” he said,
adding that they have “a good team, both in talent and
attitude”. “The initial thing is to qualify for the last four
and take it from there, so I think we have the potential
to certainly go all the way but before that we have to
play very well,” South African Arthur added. Pakistan
have named two extra players in their squad for the
five-match one-day series against England, with pace-
man Mohammad Amir and batsman Asif Ali in addition
to the 15 for the World Cup. But they have until May 23
to finalise their squad for the tournament. —AFP

LAHORE: Pakistani cricket captain Sarfraz Ahmed (L) speaks to media next to South African coach Mickey
Arthur during a press conference in Lahore yesterday. Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed said that being
underdogs in next month’s World Cup eases the pressure on his young team, which leaves for England
early tomorrow. — AFP

Good to be World Cup
underdogs: Sarfraz

BANGALORE: Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s swashbuckling
84 went in vain as Royal Challengers Bangalore edged
past Chennai Super Kings in a last-ball thriller on Sunday
to keep their play-off hopes alive in the Indian Premier
League. Dhoni almost pulled off Chennai’s chase of 161 as
he smashed five fours and seven sixes in his 48-ball blitz
only to see his team lose by one run in Bangalore in the
Twenty20 tournament. With defending champions
Chennai needing 26 off the last over, Dhoni hit a four and
three sixes but missed the final ball from paceman Umesh
Yadav and ran to get runs through byes.

Bangalore wicketkeeper Parthiv Patel, who top-scored
with 53 in his team’s 161-7, hit the stumps to run out
Shardul Thakur as Virat Kohli’s side managed to win their
third game. “A whole lot of emotions. We thought we
were outstanding with the ball till the 19th over mark. To
be very honest, that was the last thing I would have
expected,” said a relieved Kohli.

“But anything can happen in the game of cricket. MS
(Dhoni) did what he does well and gave us a scare.” The
37-year-old Dhoni, known for his finishing skills, lifted his
side from a precarious 28-4 in the sixth over to bring
them within touching distance of victory.

He built crucial partnerships including a 55-run fifth-
wicket stand with Ambati Rayudu, who made 29, to try
and calculate the chase. “We did really well to restrict
RCB below par. I think it was more of a calculation mis-
take that we lost wickets early on,” said the skipper.

“T20 is all about taking risks, but you can still calcu-
late. A lot of boundaries were needed, right now you can
calculate, one run there, and two runs there and we just
lost by one run. But you can also say we missed some
boundaries.”

South African paceman Dale Steyn did the early dam-
age with his twin strikes to be on a hat-trick in the very
first over of the Chennai innings. Steyn got Australia’s
Shane Watson caught at slip for five, on the fifth delivery
and then bowled Indian batsman Suresh Raina for
nought. He returned figures of 2-29. — AFP

BANGALORE: Chennai Super Kings captain and batsman M.S. Dhoni runs between the wickets during the
2019 Indian Premier League (IPL) Twenty20 cricket match between Royal Challengers Bangalore and
Chennai Super Kings at The M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bangalore. — AFP

Dhoni blitz in vain 
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Bangalore by one run

DHAKA: West Indies great and Bangladesh bowling coach
Courtney Walsh yesterday warned that bowling conditions
in Britain would make the upcoming World Cup a tough
test for the South Asian side.

The ten-team tournament will run from May 30 to July
14 in England and Wales. “It will be a big challenge,” Walsh
told reporters in Dhaka. “There are going to be some good
cricket wickets, which are batting-friendly. We have to be
intelligent, and try to execute well.

“We have to read the conditions and the surfaces we
play. Some places the ball might swing more than the
others. We have to assess when we get there.” Walsh,
who played four World Cups for the West Indies between
1987 and 1999, tipped the bowlers to rely on their varia-
tions to be successful. “Most of the wickets will be docile
and flat. We have to work on our variations and execu-
tion,” he said.  “Everybody studies one another these
days. So they know our strengths and weaknesses.
Likewise, we also know theirs.”

Walsh will be overseeing a Bangladesh pace bowling
unit already grappling with injury problems. The
Caribbean star revealed that three of his five charges-
Mustafizur Rahman, Rubel Hossain and Mohammad
Saifuddin-were injured. —AFP

WCup a challenge 
for Bangladesh 
bowlers: Walsh

LOS ANGELES: Jaden Schwartz scored a hat trick and
the St. Louis Blues held off a furious third period
Winnipeg rally to oust the Jets from the NHL playoffs
with a 3-2 victory.

Schwartz, who scored the game winner in a game-
five triumph, opened the scoring just 23 seconds in and
then added goals in the second and third periods as the
Blues eliminated the Jets four games to two in the best-
of-seven opening-round series.

Schwartz would have had four goals but he hit the
right goalpost with a minute left in the third period in
front of the sold out crowd at Enterprise Center in St.
Louis. The Blues had to buck a few series trends to
reach the second round, where they will face either the

Dallas Stars or Nashville Predators.
Before game six, the road team had won the first five

games of the series. By beating the visiting Jets, the
Blues made sure that no best-of-seven series has ever
had the visiting team win each of the first six games.
Also, each game saw the winning team rally from behind
to win. It is just the 10th time in league history it has
happened through the first five games.

Winnipeg did their best to try and keep that come-
from-behind streak going by getting late third period
goals from Dustin Byfuglien and Bryan Little but ulti-
mately the Jets fell short. Jordan Binnington made 18
saves for the Blues while Jets netminder Connor
Hellebuyck stopped 33 shots. — AFP

NHL Blues survive third-period 
scare to oust Winnipeg


