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“We do not accept unilateral sanctions and imposi-
tions on the issue of how we will establish relations with
our neighbors,” Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu said in response to the announcement, which
he said “will not serve regional peace and stability”.
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo insisted that the United
States would punish countries that buy Iranian oil after
May 2, without spelling out the scope of the sanctions.
“We’ve made clear - if you don’t abide by this, there will
be sanctions,” Pompeo told reporters. “We intend to
enforce the sanctions.”

The others - Greece, Italy, Japan, South Korea and
Taiwan - have already heavily reduced their purchases
from Iran. South Korea’s foreign ministry said in a state-
ment it was consulting with the United States and would
do its “utmost” until next week’s deadline. Trump last
year withdrew the United States from an accord negoti-
ated by his predecessor, Barack Obama, under which
Iran drastically reduced its nuclear program in return for
promises of sanctions relief.

Pompeo said the United States would keep raising
pressure until Iranian leaders come back to the table,
although he appeared little concerned with wooing them,
saying he was making his demands to “the ayatollah and
his cronies”. The Iranian foreign ministry said the US
sanctions were “illegal” from the start. Trump’s tough
Iran policy has already alienated close allies, with the
Europeans supporting the 2015 accord - with which UN
inspectors say Iran is complying - and setting up a way
for their businesses to evade US sanctions.

Meanwhile, the commander of the Revolutionary
Guards’ navy said Iran would close the Strait of Hormuz
if Tehran is barred from using it. “According to interna-
tional law, the Strait of Hormuz is a marine passageway
and if we are barred from using it, we will shut it down,”
the semi-official news agency Fars quoted General
Alireza Tangsiri as saying yesterday. “In case of any
threat, we will have not even an iota of doubt to protect

and defend the Iranian waters,” Tangsiri added.
Tasnim quoted the unnamed source as saying:

“Whether the waivers continue or not, Iran’s oil exports
will not be zero under any circumstances unless Iranian
authorities decide to stop oil exports ... and this is not
relevant now. We have been monitoring and analyzing all
possible scenarios and conditions for the advance of our
country’s oil exports, and necessary measures have been
taken ... Iran is not waiting for America’s decision or the
lack of it to export its oil. We have years of experience in
neutralizing efforts by enemies to strike blows against
our country,” the source added.

A key backer of Trump’s push is Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who hailed the latest
move as “of great importance”. Just two weeks ago,
Trump took another key step by designating the
Revolutionary Guards - who are in charge of preserving
the regime and have amassed vast commercial interests
- as a terrorist group, the first time such action has been
taken against part of another government. Iran earned
$52.7 billion from petroleum exports in 2017, according
to the oil cartel OPEC, before the reimposition of US
sanctions. Experts say it is unlikely that Iranian exports
will ever be reduced completely to zero, with a black
market likely to exist.

Oil prices jumped overnight on reports of the action
by the United States. US benchmark West Texas
Intermediate for May delivery went up another 2.7 per-
cent to $65.70 a barrel by mid-morning in the United
States. Backing Trump’s comments, Saudi Arabia’s
Energy Minister Khalid Al-Falih said that the kingdom
would work to “stabilize” the oil market. 

Energy-hungry India stands to be among the most
affected by the decision and is also facing US pressure
not to buy from Venezuela, where Trump is seeking to
topple leftist President Nicolas Maduro. According to
Indian commerce ministry data, oil imports from Iran in
the 10 months to January rose 16.3 percent to 21.3 million
tons - although they have declined since the initial US
sanctions announcement. Trump’s move has also been
good for US business, with India’s oil purchases from the
United States skyrocketing 350 percent from 2017 to
2018. The United States still has an exemption in place
until mid-June for Iraq, which relies on electricity from its
neighbor to cope with chronic blackouts that have trig-
gered unrest. —Agencies 
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The group has previously only been linked to van-
dalizing Buddhist statues. “We don’t see that only a
small organization in this country can do all that,” said
Senaratne of the deadly attacks. “We are now investi-
gating the international support for them, and their oth-
er links... how they produced the suicide bombers here,
and how they produced bombs like this.”

The death toll from Sunday’s attacks rose dramati-
cally Monday to 290 - including dozens of foreigners -
in the worst atrocity since the country’s civil war end-
ed a decade ago. More than 500 people were injured
in the assault that saw suicide bombers hit three high-
end hotels popular with foreign tourists, and three
churches, unleashing carnage in Colombo and beyond.
Two additional blasts were triggered as security forces
carried out raids searching for suspects. Tensions
remained high yesterday, with a bomb detonating as
police prepared to defuse it near one of the churches
targeted a day earlier. No injuries were reported.
Police also found 87 bomb detonators at a Colombo
bus station. A home-made bomb was also defused at
Colombo airport late Sunday. 

President Maithripala Sirisena’s office said a state of
emergency “limited to counter terrorism regulations
only” would be introduced from midnight yesterday
(1830 GMT). “This is being done to allow the police
and the three forces to ensure public security,” the
statement said, referring to the army, navy and air
force. Officials said Sirisena would ask diplomats for
help investigating the blasts. “The intelligence sections
have reported that there are international terror
groups which are behind the local terrorists,” the
statement said. 

US President Donald Trump called Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe to pledge US support in bring-
ing the perpetrators to justice, a White House
spokesman said. “A terrible, terrible thing. Unthinkable,”

Trump later told reporters at a White House event. “We
are working with Sri Lanka.” Interpol said it was
deploying a team of investigators to Sri Lanka, and US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said he had spoken to
Wickremesinghe. “This is America’s fight, too,” Pompeo
said. A new curfew was in place from 8:00 pm (1430
GMT) yesterday until 4:00 am today, and the US State
Department warned of possible further attacks in a
travel advisory update.

The attacks were the worst ever against Sri
Lanka’s small Christian minority, who make up just
seven percent of the 21 million population. At least 37
foreigners were among the dead, including citizens of
India, Britain, Turkey, Australia, Japan and Portugal, as
well as a dual US-British passport holder. Denmark’s
richest man Anders Holch Povlsen and his wife lost
three of their four chi ldren in the attacks, a
spokesman for his fashion firm said. Ethnic and reli-
gious violence has plagued Sri Lanka for decades,
with a 37-year conflict with Tamil rebels followed by
an upswing in recent years in clashes between the
Buddhist majority and Muslims.

The churches targeted included St Sebastian’s in
Negombo, north of the capital, which was surrounded
by security forces yesterday. Dozens of people were
killed at the church, including friends of 16-year-old
Primasha Fernando, who was at her home nearby when
the suicide bomber struck. “When I got to the church
there were people crying and screaming,” she told AFP.
“I saw bodies everywhere,” she added in tears. “I saw
parents carrying their dead babies. I saw dead people
who had hair but didn’t have faces anymore.”

The Negombo attack appeared to have been the
deadliest of the six, with 102 bodies in total at the
town’s general hospital, health officials said. At a gov-
ernment morgue in Colombo, relatives yesterday
endured the gruesome task of identifying their loved
ones. Eighteen bodies were released after relatives rec-
ognized victims from video clips shown on a screen in a
corner of the morgue courtyard. Janaka Shaktivel, 28,
father of an 18-month-old son, sat in shock outside the
building waiting for the body of his wife to be handed
over. “I recognized her body from the wedding ring that
she always wore,” he said. “I have no words to explain
my feelings.”— Agencies 
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MP Rakan Al-Nasef said he strongly backs the call
to form a committee to probe those who “penetrated”
into the Kuwaiti society through illegal means. Nasef
said that he was not present during the Assembly ses-
sion when the proposal was discussed, but added that if
taken up again, he will strongly support it. 

MP Safa Al-Hashem took to social media to criticize
those who call her racist when she says that “Kuwait is
for Kuwaitis”. She called on the Kuwaiti people that it
was time they stood up against those who want to cre-
ate an “alien” entity in Kuwait, adding that “we will
defend Kuwait for the sake of future generations”. 

The issue of citizenship is very delicate and sensitive
in Kuwait, especially among urban Kuwaitis, who insist

that they are the original inhabitants of the country, and
that over the passage of time they have become a
minority because of naturalization that made bedouins
or tribals larger in numbers than them. Based on unoffi-
cial statistics, Kuwaiti tribals are estimated to make up
over 50 percent of the population. 

The debate also comes amid intense discussions
over calls to naturalize thousands of stateless people
(bedoons), the overwhelming majority of whom are
tribal. Several MPs have been pushing the government
to resolve the decades-old problem of bedoons by
granting Kuwaiti citizenship to some of them and basic
rights to the rest. 

In another development, Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh yesterday demanded an
explanation from MPs Mohammad Hayef and
Mohammad Al-Mutair over a grilling they filed against
him. The minister said the grilling did not include spe-
cific issues but generalized accusations that need fur-
ther explanation. The grilling, which could be debated
on April 30, made several accusations against the min-
ister, including squandering of public funds. 
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Both need to work “collectively and seriously” in the
face of global injustices like terrorism and Israeli occu-
pation of Palestinian territories, he added. “Desperation,
poverty, loss of hope and identity, class separation, lack
of governance, suppression, the spread of hate speech
and xenophobia are all forms of terrorism. The
Palestinian people are being targeted through these
means on a day-to-day basis,” he said, in reference to
Israel’s occupation of their lands. On this, Ghanem com-
mended Russia’s “principal and solid” role in support of
Palestinian and Middle East affairs, particularly its veto

against a resolution that recognizes illegal Israeli sover-
eignty over the occupied Golan Heights. “This stance (by
Russia) is one we appreciate and are grateful for,”
Ghanem highlighted. 

Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the
Federation Council of Russia Konstantin Kosachev
praised the speech delivered by Ghanim. In a statement
to KUNA, Kosachev said Ghanem’s speech was “con-
structive and important”, and was admired by lawmakers
who expressed their applause. Ghanem’s speech was not
a traditional one, but rather an indication of the deep
relationship between the two sides, he added.

He praised the important partnership between Kuwait
and Russia in the field of international relations, high-level
political dialogue, growing trade, and economic relations.
Kosachev stressed Ghanem’s visit to Russia will strength-
en parliamentary relations between the two sides, and will
enhance cooperation and coordination between their
parliaments in international forums. — KUNA  
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Stressing that “no third country” could harm bilater-
al ties, an apparent reference to the United States and
its policy of isolating Iran, Rouhani said Tehran was
ready to boost trade and business ties with Islamabad.
“In the current situation the region’s countries must
decide and plan for their interests independently and
directly,” Rouhani said. “Iran is ready to meet Pakistan’s
oil and gas demands ... (and) we are ready to increase
(electricity) exports to Pakistan ten-fold,” he added.

He said cooperation between Chabahar port in
southeast Iran and Pakistan’s Gwadar port can be
increased, and that Tehran could facilitate the construc-
tion of a railroad connecting Istanbul to Islamabad.

Chabahar, about 100 km from the Pakistan border, is
Iran’s largest port outside the Gulf and the only one
exempt from US sanctions. For his part, Khan said his
visit to Tehran aimed to “find ways to increase trade
and cooperation... in energy and other areas”, noting
that two-way trade was “very limited”. 

But he made no pledge on energy purchases, nor did
he provide details of other economic ties. Khan also met
with Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
who called for the “strengthening of relations in spite of
the will of enemies”. Khamenei blamed those unnamed
“enemies” for the attacks on both sides of the Iran-
Pakistan border, which the supreme leader said were
intended to “contaminate” relations between the two
Muslim nations. Pakistan is a close ally of the United
States and Saudi Arabia, both of which have ratcheted
up pressure on Iran over its alleged meddling in regional
affairs. Washington last year pulled out of the 2015 Iran
nuclear deal signed by Tehran and world powers and
reimposed harsh economic sanctions on the country as
part of a “maximum pressure” campaign. — AFP 
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On election night he appeared to taunt the Kremlin
however, when he told people in fellow post-Soviet
countries that “everything is possible”.

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent yesterday a cable of congratulations to
Zelensky on winning presidential elections. In the cable,
he wished Zelensky and the friendly people of Ukraine
utmost prosperity and for bilateral relations further
development. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent sim-
ilar cables. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said yesterday it
was “too early to talk about President Putin congratu-
lating Mr Zelensky, or about the possibility of working
together.” Ties between Ukraine and Russia were shred-
ded after a bloody uprising ousted a Kremlin-backed

regime in 2014, prompting Moscow to annex Crimea
and support insurgents in a conflict that has claimed
around 13,000 lives.

On the streets of Kiev, many praised the elections as
a fair and peaceful transfer of power after popular
uprisings of 2004 and 2014. “People showed that they
want change,” 28-year-old Karina told AFP. “We had
the most honest polls in the history of Ukraine,” she
added, praising Poroshenko for conceding defeat soon
after exit polls were published. Zelensky - who at 41 is
to be Ukraine’s youngest ever president - has a vague
progam and it remained unclear who would fill top posi-
tions, including the role of prime minister.

He shunned traditional campaign rallies, instead
performing comedy gigs, and implied he would use
the same unorthodox style to run the country of 45
mil l ion that depends on international aid. US
President Donald Trump and French leader Emmanuel
Macron called the political novice to congratulate
him, while German Chancellor Angela Merkel pledged
support. In a joint letter to Zelensky yesterday, EU
Council  President Donald Tusk and European
Commission head Jean-Claude Juncker expressed
admiration for Ukrainians’ “strong attachment to
democracy and the rule of law.”—Agencies  

Ukraine leaps
into unknown...

Extinction Rebellion climate change activists lie on the floor as they perform a mass “die in” in the main hall of the Natural History Museum in London yesterday, on the eighth day of the environmental group’s protest calling for political
change to combat climate change. —FP 


