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In this file photo Venezuelan-
American comedian, writer,

and actress Joanna
Hausmann speaks during an

interview in Central Park in
New York. — AFP

Joanna Hausmann is a bubbly Latina cocktail of
cultures, languages and opinion as she rants a
mile a minute about how to curse well in

Spanish or what’s more useful: a 100-bolivar
Venezuelan note or a roll of toilet paper. It’s the
latter, by the way, says the 30-year-old
Venezuelan-American comedian, actress and
writer, who pokes mostly gentle fun at Latin
America: its diversity, quirks, stereotypes and
rivalries. In particular, the topic of Venezuela-
mired in an economic meltdown and a power
struggle between two men who both say they are
president-really gets her going.

“Being a Venezuelan living abroad is kind of like
being someone who does CrossFit. The moment
someone brings up the topic, we cannot shut up
about it,” Hausmann says in one English-language
routine on her YouTube channel, “Joanna Rants.”
Her sets on it have accrued more than 70 million
views.  She is a tornado of energy and a master of
shifting facial expression and mimicking accents,
both in English and Spanish. And with long, red
hair and blue eyes, one of the things Hausmann
explores in her comedy is how puzzled Americans
are when she says she’s Latina.

She is well-known in both the US and Latin
America, especially after doing a video op-ed for
The New York Times in early April in which she
laid into left-wing Americans who criticize the US
government for opposing President Nicolas
Maduro. Opposition leader Juan Guaido is now
recognized by the US and some 50 other countries

as Venezuela’s legitimate interim president.
Hausmann got a lot of praise for the Times

piece-entitled “What My Fellow Liberals Don’t
Get About Venezuela”-but also some pushback.
That included criticism that she did not mention
Guaido appointed her father, economist Ricardo
Hausmann, as Venezuela’s representative to the
Inter-American Development Bank. “I am a 30
year-old woman who’s had a career completely
separate from her father,” she told AFP. “It’s easier
for people to believe that I have a crazy ulterior
motive, that I am a CIA-infiltrated evil oligarch that
wants to take Venezuela... instead of thinking this is
a comedian who has family in Venezuela, that loves
her country so dearly.”

Complex origins 
Hausmann’s origins are rich and complex. Both

of her parents were born in Venezuela: her mother
the daughter of Cubans who fled Fidel Castro’s
regime, her father the son of Jewish immigrants
from Germany and Belgium who escaped the
Holocaust.  Hausmann herself was born in Britain
and grew up between Caracas, Washington,
Boston and New York. In an interview in Central
Park on a sunny spring afternoon, she flipped back
and forth between rapid-fire English and Spanish,
gesturing animatedly with her hands.

Hausmann said that ever since she was little, she
turned to being funny as a way to fit in. “I had sev-
eral identity crises. I felt Venezuelan. I felt
American, but I was not American enough when I

was here and I was not Venezuelan enough when I
was there. I am half Jewish, but my mother is not. I
didn’t fit into any box fully,” she said. “For me,
comedy was a way to fit into something and to be
able to describe to others what I am.”

In her stand-up routines before live audiences
and in her videos, Hausmann tries to show there is
more to Latin America than just Mexico and to
shoot down some stereotypes: no, Latin Americans
are not always the party animal, or gardeners, or
nannies, or maids.

Political statements 
She also ventures into politics, such as with a

video entitled “Craziest Latin American
‘Presidents.’” It features a line saying Fidel Castro
once gave a speech lasting more than seven hours:
“Do you know how many things you can do in sev-
en hours? You can build an Ikea dresser from
scratch.”  And there are three videos on Venezuela,
including one called “Reasons Venezuela is a Total
Disaster.” That’s the one in which she discusses the
relative values of the country’s virtually worthless
currency and toilet paper, of which there are
shortages.

She also blasts a movement in the US and
elsewhere called “Hands Off Venezuela,” which
defends the legacy of the late socialist firebrand
Hugo Chavez, who handpicked Maduro, and the
idea of leaving Venezuela alone no matter how
bad things get. “My problem with ‘Hands Off’ is
that it is total inaction. It is to ignore what is

happening,” she says. Hausmann said she felt it
was her responsibility to draw attention to what
is going on in Venezuela. “It wasn’t ‘should I?’
but ‘when?’” she said. “It’s not just a headline. It’s
people’s lives.” — AFP

Venezuelan comic pokes fun at stereotypes to explain Latin America

Horror film ‘Curse’
leads the pack on a
very slow weekend

For Warner Bros, the release this weekend of
“The Curse of La Llorona” brought good news
and bad: the horror film topped all comers in

North American theaters, but it did so on the worst
weekend overall in years. “Curse,” part of the
fright-based Conjuring Universe film franchise,
took in an estimated $26.5 million for the three-day
weekend, industry watcher Exhibitor Relations said
Sunday.  But the overall box-office total of $112 mil-
lion was the lowest for an Easter weekend since
2005, the Comscore site said, with no new block-
busters coming out. 

“Curse” stars Linda Cardellini, Raymond Cruz
and Patricia Velasquez in the story of a mother in
1970s Los Angeles trying to protect her children
from a ghost-a story loosely based on the
“Weeping Woman” tale from Mexican folkore. In
second place this weekend was Warner Bros.’ light-
hearted superhero tale “Shazam!”, which took in
$17.3 million after topping the box office for two
straight weeks. It stars Asher Angel as Billy Baston,
an unhappy foster kid who becomes a muscular and
witty superhero (Zachary Levi) when the secret
word is pronounced.

Disney’s new “Breakthrough” took in $11.1 mil-
lion, considered a solid start for a faith-based
movie. It tells the story of a mother (Chrissy Metz)
who refuses to abandon hope after her adopted son
(Marcel Ruiz) falls into an icy lake and goes into a
coma. NBA star Stephen Curry produced the film,
his first such effort. Disney’s “Captain Marvel”
placed fourth at $9.1 million, up a surprising two
spots despite being in its seventh week in release.
The blockbuster, now well past the $1 billion mark
worldwide, stars Brie Larson as a former fighter
pilot who gains superpowers and is plunged into a
galactic conflict. 

And in fifth was Universal’s “Little,” at $8.5
million. The idea for the comedy-which has a
grown-up (Regina Hall) trapped in a 13-year-old
version of her own body (Marsai Martin of “black-
ish” fame) — came from young Martin herself, who
was inspired at age 10 when she saw the Tom
Hanks hit “Big,” in which a child is trapped in his
adult body.

Rounding out the weekend’s top 10 were:
“Dumbo” ($6.8 million)
“Pet Sematary” ($4.9 million)
“Missing Link” ($4.4 million)
“Us” ($4.3 million)
“Hellboy” ($3.9 million)—AFP

From Reagan
to Zelensky,
stars who went
into politics

Ukrainian comedian Volodymyr
Zelensky, whom exit polls showed
winning Sunday’s presidential election

in Ukraine, follows several celebrities-from
US actor Ronald Reagan to Liberian foot-
baller George Weah-who nabbed top polit-
ical jobs in their countries.

Actors and comedians 
Reagan, a Hollywood actor for more than

two decades, was the first cinema star to
become head of state.  He was elected gov-
ernor of California in 1966 before starting
the first of two terms as the 40th US presi-
dent in 1981. Hollywood star Arnold
Schwarzenegger later also made the leap
from cinema to politics. The bodybuilder
and action hero was Republican governor
of California, the richest and most populous
US state, from 2003 to 2011.

In the Philippines, all-action tough guy
movie star Joseph Estrada, who played in
around 100 films, entered politics in 1969,
becoming mayor, senator and vice presi-
dent.  He was elected president in 1998 but
driven out of office in 2001 by a popular
revolt after corruption accusations. In
Guatemala, Jimmy Morales-a former TV
comic with no previous political experience
who campaigned on anti-corruption prom-
ises-was elected president in October 2015. 

Also a cinema producer and TV person-
ality, Morales is famous for his 2007 film “A
President in a Sombrero” in which he plays
a country bumpkin cowboy named Neto
who nearly gets elected president by acci-
dent. Another popular cinema and theatre
actor, Salvador del Solar, became Peru’s
culture minister in 2016, before being
named prime minister in March 2019.

Show business and reality TV 
Italian media mogul Silvio Berlusconi,

reputed for peppering his television pro-
grams with nearly nude women, was Italian

prime minister on three occasions between
1994 and 2011.  Despite his regular brushes
with the law, the man known as “the immor-
tal” for his longevity in politics led the
Italian right for more than two decades.

In January 2017 US real estate mogul
and reality TV star Donald Trump, whose
surprise election shocked the world, entered
the White House without any political,
diplomatic or military experience. The 45th
president of the United States hosted the
TV show “The Apprentice” between 2004
and 2015.

Music and song 
In Lithuania, musician Vytautas

Landsbergis led his country to independ-
ence from the Soviet Union and was in 1990
elected as president. In Haiti, popular carni-
val singer Michel Martelly-known to the
country’s youth as “Sweet Micky”-won the
April 2011 presidential election with more
than 67 percent of votes, ruling until 2016.

From sport to politics 
Double Olympic gold medal epee win-

ner in 1968 and 1972, Pal Schmitt became
the fourth president of democratic
Hungary in 2010.  He was forced to resign
two years later after being accused of pla-
giarism in his doctoral thesis. George Weah
emerged from Liberia’s slums to become a
superstar footballer in the 1990s and was
elected president of the west African
nation in December 2017. The only African
player to have won the Ballon d’Or, he
entered politics at the end of the country’s
1989-2003 civil war, winning his first polit-
ical job as a senator in 2014.

In August 2018 former cricket champi-
on Imran Khan, idolized by millions of
Pakistanis for having led the national
cricket team to its only World Cup victory
in 1992, became prime minister. Well away
from the electoral process, Ugandan dic-
tator Idi Amin Dada, who seized power in
1971 in a coup, was a former heavyweight
boxing champion. Others have combined
jobs in l iterature and politics, l ike
Senegal’s poet and author Leopold Sedar
Senghor, who became the republic’s first
president upon independence in 1960, and
Vaclav Havel who in 1989 won post-com-
munist Czechoslovakia’s first presidential
election. — AFP

Lulu Hypermarket, the premier lifestyle destination in
the country, launched its summer collection 2019
promotion on 18 April. The promotion, which runs at

all Lulu outlets in the country, except Khaitan and
Salmiya branches, features the latest summer wear in
vogue.  As part of promotion, a bloggers meet was
arranged during which 15 of the most popular fashion
bloggers in the country had the opportunity to view the
new summer fashion collection and interact with their
fans. 

A children’s fashion show was also held on the same
day and witnessed the enthusiastic participation of
young fashionistas, modeling in the latest summer fashion
apparel. Similar Summer Collection Kids Fashion Shows
are slated to be held on various dates at other Lulu
hypermarket outlets.

Lulu’s summer collection 2019 features a range of new

and exciting fashion garments from popular brands that
will appeal to fashion-conscious shoppers. Shop for the
latest trends in clothing styles for men, women and chil-
dren, which are available at unbeatable prices during the
promotion.

Discover quality summer-wear from popular brands
such as Cortigiani, De Backers, Eten and John Louis dur-
ing the promotion period. Complementing the choice of
summer apparel are a range of stylish accessories and
footwear that combine affordability with style, and are
chic assets suited for any summer ensemble.    

The summer collection 2019, which provides shoppers
with a complete outfit for summer from a range of inter-
national brands at affordable prices, once again rein-
forces why Lulu Hypermarket remains the destination of
choice for discerning shoppers.

Lulu launches summer collection 2019

Marc Marquez, the youngest ever
five-time MotoGP world champi-
on, one-time Moto2 and one-

time 125cc world champion and an estab-
lished member of the Tissot family, was
invited to the Houston Rockets game
against the Phoenix Suns on April 7, the
team’s last home game of the regular sea-
son before the start of a playoff run for
the western conference contenders.
Marquez was appearing on behalf of
Tissot, the official watch of the NBA and
the Houston Rockets and the official time-
keeper of MotoGP.

After the game, Marc Marquez took
time to answer the media’s questions. He
said: “I’m always up for new experi-
ences, so when Tissot gave me this
opportunity to attend an NBA game, I
thought it was a great chance to do
something exceptional. It is not often
that MotoGP and the NBA cross over,
but because of Tissot, I was able to par-
take in this incredible experience.”

The fact that Marquez, Tissot’s ambas-
sador, came to an NBA game is no coinci-
dence since the Swiss watch brand has
been the official watch and timekeeper of
the NBA since 2015. During the game,

Marc Marquez, the youngest ever
MotoGP world champion and one of the
most successful riders in history, took the
opportunity to present his new Tissot T-
Race Marc Marquez special edition 2019
to a Houston Rockets team executive. This
new watch arrives just in time for the
MotoGP American Grand Prix, in which
Marquez will compete next weekend in
Austin, Texas and we can already tell that
he has not finished surprising us both on
and off the track. 

MotoGP world champion Marc
Marquez invited to final Houston

Rockets home game 


