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Brexit’s capital 
still struggling 
with the divide
BOSTON: In the 2016 referendum, the
market town of Boston in eastern England
was the epicentre of the Brexit vote that
shocked the world. Fast forward to now
and voters are furious that Brexit has been
delayed due to gridlock in parliament, while
integration between locals and Boston’s
thriving new east European population
remains a struggle. “Boston is a lot angrier
than it was,” said Judith Churrah, 66. 

“Two and a half years on and we are no
further forward. The anger is not against
migrants but against the politicians,” she
explained. “Burn down parliament.” Some
75.6 percent of Boston voters wanted to
leave the European Union in the June 2016
referendum - the highest figure in the UK -
which highlighted unease about the effects
of a rapid immigration boom in this other-
wise overlooked town. Boston is a hub for
the vast, fertile Fens inland. 

The town changed dramatically after
eight ex-communist nations entered the EU
in 2004, with thousands, particularly from
Poland and the Baltic states, drawn by
ready work in Britain’s food-producing
heartland. But the migration surge collided
with the 2008 financial crisis, when the
money from central government dried up,
meaning the influx was not matched with
infrastructure expansion, fuelling the Brexit
vote. The Office for National Statistics esti-

mated that in 2017, 20,000 of the 68,000
people in Boston were foreign-born, up
from 6,000 out of 57,000 in 2004.

Breaking bread together 
The referendum outcome triggered

attempts to bridge the divide between old-
er and newer Bostonians. Saint Botolph’s
Church, Boston’s towering landmark, hosts
regular food and drink events to facilitate
cross-community chat. “Through learning
about each other, we become more com-
fortable with each other,” said Adam Kelk,
the church’s operations manager.

The annual Boston Marathon was also
launched in 2016 in an attempt to promote
cultural integration. “Sport and common
activities are by far the best way of
addressing the problem, integrating and
reducing tensions,” said the event’s chair-
man Richard Austin. This year’s event ran
on April 14, the day before the more
famous US Boston Marathon. Data shows
around half of those who did the simpler
five-kilometer fun run have Boston post-
codes. “Each year, more and more of the
immigrant population are getting involved,”
said Austin.

Shopping at different times
But just as those bridges are tentatively

built, another divide could be emerging
with the surge of Romanian and Bulgarian
immigration after transitional limits were
lifted in 2014. Asked what has changed
about Boston since the referendum, locals
and longer-term east European residents in
the big market square mostly cite the
Romanian influx.

Fruit and veg seller Kelly Brandon said

older English people predominantly visit in
the mornings and younger eastern
Europeans in the afternoon once their early
work shifts are done. “This market would
be finished if it wasn’t for them. 100 per-
cent,” said Brandon, whose family have run
the stall for 25 years. “The longer-term
ones that came in on the first wave - we
know them by name, we have watched
their children grow up and employed their
sons. “They’re similar to us, apart from the
language.”

Employers lament uncertainty
The farms and factories that have

proved such a migrant magnet feel left in
limbo by Brexit. Belmont Nurseries, Britain’s
largest outdoor tulips grower, imports its
bulbs from the Netherlands and has started
stockpiling lest post-Brexit paperwork
imposes transit delays that would spoil the
bulbs. Near neighbors J A Collison and
Sons produces more than 32 million stems
of cut flowers annually under six hectares of
glasshouses and polythene tunnels. It sup-
plies major British supermarket chains with
tulips, lilies and scented stocks. “We’re
completely in the dark,” partner Ian
Collison said. “We just need something
sorted sooner rather than later.” —AFP

BOSTON: A pedestrian passes a European food store in the town of Boston in
Lincolnshire, northeast England. Boston registered Britain’s strongest support for
Brexit but nearly three years on in the town transformed by eastern European
immigration, integration is still a struggle.  —AFP

Iran appoints 
new head of 
revolutionary guards
TEHRAN: Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has appointed a
new head of the Revolutionary Guards,
the country’s ideological military force,
Khamenei’s official website reported late
Sunday. Major General Hossein Salami,
58, replaces Major General Mohammad
Ali Jafari, who had headed the Guards
since September 2007. The move comes
less than two weeks after the United
States branded Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard Corps as a “foreign terrorist
organization”, adding it to a blacklist.

“Considering your capabilities and
significant experience with different rev-
olutionary responsibilities ... I promote
you to major general and commander-
in-chief of the Revolutionary Guards,”
Khamenei’s statement read. Salami, who
had served as deputy head of the corps
for nine years, is a veteran of the 1980-

88 Iran-Iraq war. He had also led the
corps’ airforce before becoming the sec-
ond-in-command. The shuffle was
caused by the “necessity of a change in
Sepah’s (the Guards’ Farsi name) leader-
ship” requested by Jafari himself,
according to the leader.

Born in 1957 and majoring in archi-
tecture before the 1979 Islamic revolu-
tion, Jafari became a member of the
Guards in 1981 and was promoted to the
corps’ head in 2007. Quoted by ultra-
conservative Fars news agency, then
Brigadier-General Salami advised Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in
October “to practice swimming in the
Mediterranean because soon you will
have no choice, but flee into the sea.”
Salami also reportedly said that day that
Israel could be destroyed by Iran’s
Lebanese ally Hezbollah.

“They are not at the level of being a
threat for us. Hezbollah is enough for
destroying them,” Fars quoted him as
saying. Formed shortly after the 1979
Islamic Revolution, the Guards are esti-
mated to be about 125,000 strong by
the International Institute for Strategic

Studies (IISS). They answer to
Khamenei and boast their own ground,
naval and air forces. Working in parallel
to the regular army, the corps’ mission

is to “guard the (Islamic) revolution and
its achievements” as well as “to realise
holy ideals and to propagate the rule of
God’s law”. —AFP

AHVAZ, Iran: In this file photo, Hossein Salami deputy commander of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps attends a public funeral ceremony in the southwestern
Iranian city of Ahvaz.  —AFP

Turkish police
arrest ruling 
party member, 
and eight others 
ISTANBUL: Turkish police yesterday arrested nine
people, including a member of the ruling AKP par-
ty, after a mob attack on opposition leader Kemal
Kilicdaroglu that sparked widespread criticism.
Kilicdaroglu, 70, of the Republican People’s Party
(CHP) was assaulted on Sunday in a crowd as he
attended a funeral in Ankara for a soldier killed
fighting Kurdish militants in the southeast. 

The attack came days after the opposition CHP
won Ankara and Istanbul from President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s AKP in March 31 local elections,
seen as a major setback for the ruling party after a
decade-and-a-half in power. A video of Sunday’s
attack showed the CHP leader being mobbed and
punched, then chanting crowds surrounded a house
where he was taken for his protection. The images
went viral on social media.

CHP leaders blamed Erdogan’s AKP for provok-
ing the attack and demanded those detained be
held accountable. They called for the interior minis-
ter to resign over the incident. “This is not an ordi-
nary attack, this is not an ordinary provocation.
This is planned,” CHP Istanbul chief Canan
Kaftancioglu told several thousand supporters at a
rally in the city. The crowds waved banners reading:
“Are you so scared by the CHP’s success?” in ref-
erence to the AKP’s loss of Istanbul and Ankara.

During campaigning for the local polls, Erdogan
often accused Kilicdaroglu and the CHP of backing
the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) and
showed videos of the opposition leader at his ral-
lies. Kilicdaroglu was not badly injured in the
assault. The chief suspect in Sunday’s attack, identi-
fied only by his initials O.S., was arrested in
Sivrihisar in central Anatolia and was being taken to
Ankara, private NTV television reported. The AKP
later identified him as Osman Sarigun and said he
was a party member who would face expulsion. 

“The incident is being investigated thoroughly,”
Erdogan wrote on Twitter. “We are against any
form of violence and terror. We can never allow
anyone to harm peace in Turkey.” Eight other peo-
ple have also been detained, officials said.
Speaking to AFP, the CHP’s Kaftancioglu welcomed
the party’s expulsion of the suspect but said the
problem was about the polarization of Turkish soci-
ety. “The situation will not change with one per-
son’s dismissal unless the mentality encouraging
attackers by polarizing society changes,” she said.

Erdogan had presented the local elections as a
matter of national survival. He campaigned heavily
even though he was not running in the election
himself. For his supporters, Erdogan is the strong
leader Turkey needs to deal with its security
threats and is a voice for more religiously conser-
vative Turks. —AFP

ALGIERS: Five Algerian billionaires, some of them
close to former president Abdelaziz Bouteflika who quit
over mass protests, have been arrested as part of an
anti-graft investigation, state TV said yesterday. The
five are Issad Rebrab, considered the richest business-
man in the energy-rich north African nation who is
especially active in the food and sugar refining busi-
ness, and four brothers from the Kouninef family, it said.
Rebrab is chairman of the family-owned Cevital com-
pany, which imports raw sugar from Brazil and exports
white sugar to Tunisia, Libya and elsewhere in the
Middle East.

The Kouninef family is close to Bouteflika, who ruled
Algeria for 20 years.
Bouteflika stepped down
three weeks ago, bowing to
pressure from the army and
weeks of demonstrations by
mainly younger Algerians
seeking change. There was no
immediate statement from
those arrested. The move
came after Algeria’s army
chief, Lieutenant General Gaid
Salah, said last week he
expected members of the rul-
ing elite in the major oil and natural gas-producing
country to be prosecuted for corruption.

An Algerian court has already summoned former
prime minister Ahmed Ouyahia and current Finance
Minister Mohamed Loukal, two close associates of
Bouteflika, in an investigation into suspected misuse of
public money, state TV said on Saturday. Mass

protests, which began on Feb. 22 and have been largely
peaceful, have continued after Bouteflika’s resignation
as many want the removal of an entire elite that has
governed Algeria since independence from France in
1962. They also want the prosecution of people they
see as corrupt.

Bouteflika has been replaced by Abdelkader
Bensalah, head of the upper house of parliament, as
interim president for 90 days until a presidential elec-
tion is held on July 4. Hundreds of thousands protested
on Friday to demand the resignation of Bensalah and
other top officials. Bensalah has invited civil society and
political parties yesterday to discuss the transition to

elections but several parties
and activists said they would
not participate.

The army has so far
patiently monitored the
mostly peaceful protests that
at times have swelled to hun-
dreds of thousands of peo-
ple. It remains the most pow-
erful institution in Algeria,
having swayed politics from
the shadows for decades.
Salah said on April 16 that

the military was considering all options to resolve the
political crisis and warned that “time is running out”. It
was a hint that the military was losing patience with
the popular upheaval shaking Algeria, a major oil and
natural-gas exporter and an important security part-
ner for the West against Islamist militants in north and
west Africa.  —Reuters

Court summons Ex-prime minister and current Finance Minister
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ANNABA: Algerians take part in a demonstration in the northeastern city of Annaba, about 570 kilome-
ters west of the capital Algiers.  —AFP
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Life after death: 
Sherpa widows eye
Everest to fight taboo
KATHMANDU: Two Nepali Sherpa women hope to con-
quer Mount Everest next month, finishing off the job their
husbands started in a bid to empower fellow widows and
prove there is life after death. In a conservative country -
which routinely elevates men over women - widowhood can

confine a bereaved wife to an even lower life of hostility, dis-
crimination and outright abuse.

So the two women hope that by scaling the world’s high-
est mountain they can upturn perceptions about a widow’s
worth and complete the unfinished ascent of their husbands,
who died working as guides for foreign mountaineers. “I felt
like I had lost everything when he died. I couldn’t think or
function like a normal human being. I had become insane,”
said Furdiki Sherpa, as she readied for her big trip.

With a photo of her dead husband alongside, Furdiki sifted
through a giant duffel bag crammed with climbing gear, from
crampons to carabiners, boots to ropes. It was while fixing
ropes for his clients that her husband died on the 8,850-metre

(29,035-ft) mountain in April 2013. A year later, Nima Doma
Sherpa’s husband was killed along with 15 other Sherpas in an
avalanche near the base camp. The grief of losing a partner - let
alone sole breadwinner and father to their children - was fur-
ther compounded, they said, by the social stigma that comes
with being a widow.

“There is a huge difference between how society treats
married women and widowed women,” Furdiki, a mother of
three, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation in her cramped liv-
ing room. “If I hang out with my friends, especially men, that’s a
problem. If I try to have fun, that’s a problem. If I ride pillion,
that’s a problem ... Neighbors take photos, call me immoral and
loose, and try to shame me,” said the 43-year-old. Nima

Doma’s situation has been no different. “The taboo is still very
much alive,” she said.

“Many people, even today, think we should be confined to
our homes, restrict ourselves only to household work. That is
just wrong,” said the 35-year-old widow. Widows in South
Asia are generally expected to mourn until the end of their
lives, renouncing colorful clothes, jewelry, rich and spicy food,
and even festivals as they are deemed inauspicious, say
women’s rights experts. According to The Loomba
Foundation, a widows’ rights charity, widows in developing
countries are routinely disinherited, enslaved or evicted by
their in-laws, accused of witchcraft or forced to undergo abu-
sive sexual rituals. —Reuters


