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KUWAIT: Journalists and media persons
from various Arab countries visited Kuwait to
participate in the 16th edition of the Arab
Media Forum held on April 21 and 22 under
the patronage of His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah. The forum was titled
‘Media...Changes in Industry.’  

During the opening ceremony,
Information Minister and State Minister for
Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri said
investing in the media industry has become
more important in the present time as it rep-
resents investing in building human thought
and a responsible generation, far from fanat-
ic and terrorist ideologies. 

“Kuwait realizes the importance of media
in highlighting numerous challenges facing
our countries and youth. The rapid develop-
ment of the media and communications
industry has brought about new dangerous
electronic media, which is far reaching,
effective and spreading. Social media has
allowed nonprofessionals to become journal-

ists, and anybody can express his opinion,”
added Jabri. 

Jabri thanked organizers for selecting
Oman as the guest of honor as well as invit-
ing 150 Arab university students to partici-
pate in the forum’s sessions. “The govern-
ment and private media should contribute in
developing the media industry through train-
ing journalists. This expresses the cultural
role of Kuwait,” he pointed out.

Arab League Assistant Secretary General
and Head of Communications and Media
Bader Aldeen Alali noted that the Arab Media
Forum has been cooperating with the
Secretariat General of the Arab League since
2006. “Today we are discussing important
issues on the future of Arab media at a time
of this huge technological revolution that has
changed the forms of traditional media all
over the world. This has led to spreading
rumors and wrong information, which is one
of the biggest challenges facing the different
Arab media. So we should work on the
founding of a new generation of journalists to
beat these challenges,” he explained.

Arab Media Forum Secretary General

Madhi Al-Khamees said participants will be
discussing the media industry and how it
affects daily life. “I hope this forum will bring
solutions to the real challenges facing our
profession, and will be able to develop media
and protect its tools. Today is a great oppor-
tunity to have decision makers in the media

field from different Arab countries participate
in this forum and listen to our opinions and
concerns,” he said.

Oman’s Minister of Information
Abdulmunem Al-Hosni thanked Kuwait for the
invitation, saying modern technology is a chal-
lenge to traditional media. “Any human being

can become a journalist now. We should
assess the events before making them public.
An elementary school student can distort the
facts because of the vast space of media,” he
noted. The ceremony concluded with award-
ing media personalities including journalists,
actors, athletes and other media officials. 
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Investing in media important to
build human thought: Info Minister

16th Arab Media Forum kicks off, titled ‘Media...Changes in Industry’

Information Minister and State
Minister for Youth Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri speaks at
the 16th Arab Media Forum.

Arab Media Forum Secretary
General Madhi Al-Khamees
delivers a speech.

Information Minister and State Minister for Youth Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri honors Oman’s Minister of Information
Abdulmunem Al-Hosni.

EQUATE supports
preservation efforts at
Kuwait’s Sadu House
KUWAIT: The EQUATE Group, a global producer of
petrochemicals, is sponsoring the preservation efforts of
Gulf cultural and artistic heritage at Kuwait’s iconic Sadu
House which inspires its name from its mission to preserve
the ethnic handicrafts of Bedouins also known as Sadu
hand weaving.  The five-year sponsorship will see
EQUATE support the newly established Sadi Studio, an
initiative by Sadu House that attracts young artists from
the region in an aim to revive the art of Sadu weaving
through their works and promote its cultural significance
in the history of Gulf states.  

Speaking of the EQUATE Group sustainability strate-
gy, Senior Executive for Corporate Communications and
Government Affairs, Dr Abeer Al-Omar, said: “Our focus
at EQUATE is to invest in economic, educational and envi-
ronmental programs that take us a step forward towards
achieving the sustainability goals we aim for, such as the
Sadi Studio initiative that supports the revitalization of
cultural heritage.”

Speaking at the launch event of Sadi Studio, EQUATE
Sustainability Committee Member, Fatemah Al-Faresi,
said: “Sadu House is one of the very few museums and
cultural centers that preserves the local cultural heritage
in Kuwait. We look forward to seeing young artists con-
nect our past to our present and aspired future, and
invite our local community to take part in this rich expe-
rience at Sadi Studio.” 

Commenting on the partnership with EQUATE, Sadu
House Chairperson, Sheikha Bibi Duaij Al-Jaber Al-Ali,
said: “Sadi Studio brings artists in an innovative platform
that inspires from the heritage of weaving and traditional
arts, an initiative that we hope will preserve what was
once a significant source of living in Kuwait and the rest of
the Gulf. We thank EQUATE for their generous sponsor-
ship and look forward to continue working together.”

EQUATE aligns its sustainability and community
involvement strategy with the UNDP Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) and Kuwait’s 2035 Vision. As
part of this strategy, the Group extends its support to var-
ious segments of the community and has previously part-
nered with the Kuwait Blind Association to help establish
a youth center for the blind. 

Burgan Bank staff
enjoy special discounts
from Maidan Clinic
KUWAIT: As part of its on-going drive to provide
added value and benefits to its employees, Burgan Bank
recently partnered with Maidan clinic to accommodate
its staff with exclusive discounts on all dental services.
Through the collaboration, the staff were treated to a 30
percent discounted offer from one of the leading dental
implant and smile makeover clinics in Kuwait. 

Led by the Internal Communication Unit in Burgan
Bank, the employees benefitted from the three-day visit
by the Maidan Clinic team. The team performed the
necessary tests and shared advice on optimal dental
care including detailed information on the full range of
available services at the clinic. Backed by an internation-
ally renowned reputation in the market and six branches
covering Kuwait’s governorates, Maidan Clinic provides
comprehensive, integrated, and leading-edge services
and is currently the only dental clinic in Kuwait that
owns the Mobile Dental Clinic’s service.


